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ADVERTISEMENT 



TO THE FIBST EDITION. 



SOME ilpology is due to my Reverend Brethren 
for my delay in meeting their wishes by the publi- 
cation of this Sermon ; and for the addition of Notes 
which must necessarily enhance the price. When 
their unexpected request was made to me^ it will be 
in their recollection that I hesitated about comply- 
ing with it. They acquitted me^ I trusty at the 
moment^ of any insensibility to the flattering ap- 
probation which the request implied. The truth 
is^ I was fearful that^ unexplained by Notes^ and 
unverified by Quotations, the Sermon might ap- 
pear^ (not indeed to those before whom it was de- 
livered^ but^ perhaps^ to some into whose hands it 
might chance to fell in its printed state^ who may not 
have so attentively considered the subject), to have 
gone beyond the necessity of the case. At the same 
tiiQe 1 apprdiended that by such quotations as the sub- 
ject demanded^ if the Sermon were to be published, 

and 



and by tlie remnrks which, wlih the utmost reserve 
of candour, such passages were likely to call 
forth, I might appear to provoke tlie controversy 
which it was my tirst care (o disarm of its rag;e 
against U9. From such an accusation, however, 
as that under which the Members of our Church 
lose much of their usefulness, it is not possible 
to defend ourselves without apparent hostility 
to our accusers. While they deal in vague gene- 
ralities, we cannot repel the undeiined and unli- 
mited charge of having forsaken the doctrines of 
the Gospel ; witliout attempting to shew, that, what 
they call upon us to teach as the true doctrines, 
are not those of Christ and \m Apostles : and, hap- 
pily, it is only necessary to place their doctrines 
and the doctrines of Scripture by the side of each 
other, to shew their utter incongruity. A sense of 
duty has, therefore, prompted me to dismiss my feBrs 
of giving personal offence by the Extracts ; and, 
conscious of not intending any, under such aus- 
pices, and with such precautions, 1 venture to 
publish tiic Discourse, So much for the conceived 
expediency of Quotations and Notes. The delay 
has chielly arisen from the diHiculty I met with in 
supplying myself with the books from which these 
extracts are taken — for I had composed the Ser- 
mon on the spur of the occasion, and (though with 
a very painful impression ef the nature of the 
Charge,} 



Charge,) with little more than a general recollec- 
(ioD of the phraseology of the passages which I 
Jtave since tliougbt it right to copy verbatim from 
ibe leading Authors of the Sect. 

I could wish that tliey did not bear me out $o 
(ally in tlie observations I have made upon them ; 
and should this little publication possess more than 
an ephemera interpst— shouW it travel beyond the 
limits of the Archdeaconry, and should it attract tbe 
notice of any of our accusers, it will give me solid 
aalisfaction (o see the language which I have thought 
ceprehenbible explahied in a better sense ; and the 
doctrinal errors which that language appeart to 
couvey, authoritatively disavowed. 

For — in thus lending my humble aid to the vindi- 
cation of lltosc Ooictrines which are our study, our 
deliglit, our hope,^ our glory ; and which it is our 
blessed duty to preacli as the truly glad tidings of 
(he Gospel ; my ulterior view Itas been, (if 1 may 
not hope fu disabuse thereby deluded Piety and mis- 
directed Zeal, objects at once of our respect and t>f 
«ur commisci'ation !) to warn, at least. Ignorance, 
Indecision, and Unconcern, of the danger of error 
in things of a Spiritual nature i especially iu Doc 
Irines, which, having regulated our Faith and our 
Practice here, will, in their final results, survive the 
(omb. May the Almighty Spirit further the feeble 
eObrt ! 

I enter 



1 enter not upon the political dangers of thia 
growing schism, which threatens the overthrow of 
all that is good and iair, and lovely and venerable, 
in our Ecclesiastical Polity, and, eventually, as m- 
eeparably blended therewith, in our Civil Liberty. 
It is impossible indeed, to contemplate, without dia- 
may, the gathering; combination of heterogeneous 
Sects against us, agreed in nothing so much, as in 
their invetemte hostiUly to the Regular Clergy. It 
ia painful to see in what numbers the Deluded croud 
the ranks of our enemies : it is still more painful to 
consider that Scepticism, Irreligion, and INIisrulej 
those giant-forms of evil, though overpowered and 
routed in the open war of argument, are again in 
array before us, leagued with our accusers, and 
fighting under the banner of Religious Zeal. Si- 
lenced, but not subdued in spirit, they seem to have 
been meditating, even in their abasement, new 
_ schemes of future mischief — to have been plotting 
the degradation and downfall of that Church, whose 
crime it is, that she has nurtured those able Cham- 
pions of Christianity, by whom their bolder preten- 
sions have been resisted and defeated. 

This theme of awful apprehension I leave to abler 
pens, and confine myself to the consideration of liie 
more immediate and certain effect of unsound Doc- 
trines on the Moral Principle: and if any casual 
Reader should glance cursorily over these pages 

with 



with an idea that they belong only to a discussion 
in which he may not be personally concerned ; as 
part of a contest between the Ordained and the Self- 
commissioned Teacher, between the Established and 
the Tolerated Minister ; let me bespeak his earnest 
attention^ by reminding him^ that this subject^ how- 
ever inadequately handled by me^ is, in itself, one 
of very general interest, and of most extensive 
importance. For^ to whichever of the parties they 
may be attributable, whether to the Members of 
our Church, or to those who forsake our Commu- 
nion, the history of mankind too surely proves, that 
False Doctrines, and Extravagances in Religion, 
lead naturally to Vice and to Infidelity : and that 
Infidelity has ever reigned with the most baleful 
influence upon the human heart; and Vice has 
always raged under least restraint from Conscience 
and the Moral Sense ; at whatever period the pure 
and rational Doctrines of Christianity have been 
sophisticated by the Bigot, or caricatured by the 
Enthusiast 



ADVERTISEMENT 



TO THE SIXTH EDITION. 



THE fkvorable reception of five impressions of 
this little work^ and the flattering approbation of 
it expressed in the British Critic and the Anti* 
jacobin Review^ as well as in the publications and 
private correspondence of some of the most able 
Defenders of the National Church, have encou- 
raged the Author to venture upon a Sixth Edition 
in a less compressed^ and therefore more expensive^ 
form. At the same time he thinks it his duty to 
apprize the. Purchasers of the last impression^ that 
though it has been his practice to correct and en- 
large the Notes as the preceding Editions have 
been passing through the Press, especially the 
third and fifth ; he has not since found occasion to 
add much new matter: and that the present 
Edition^ therefore^ has little claim to the advance in 
the price^ but what arises from the improvement 
in type and paper. 

POYKINGSy BBIGHTOK. 

May, 1817- 



^ THE Flea generaUy advanced by modern Separatists, that 
^ Bound Doctrine is not preached in our Church, upon how 
** partial ground soever it may really stand, must at all events 
^ be effectually removed* For the people must not only be 
^* taught that it is their duty to live in communion with the 
^ Church ; they must moreover be satisfied that they shall be 
^ profited by that Conomunion* In a matter of this importance 
** men will taie the liberty to judge for themselves ; and if they 
^ have reason to think that they are not fed with the true 
^ Bread of Life within the walls of the Church, they will un- 
** questionably seek it, where they fancy it may be found, 
^* either in fields or conventicles." 

Archdeacon Daubi^ny's Guide to the Churchy 
P. 446, Sec(md Edit. 



VISITATION SERMON. 



TITUS ii. 1. 

But speak thou the things which become sound 
doctrine. 

The Epistle to Titus contains an admirable 
fcunnnary of Christian duties. St. Paul having, 
on his visit to the island of Crete, established 
a, Church there, left his fei low-labourer to 
complete the work which he had begun. The 
task was difficult. The Cretans were pror 
verbially addicted to some of Ihose vices which 
most degrade our nature. Teacliers had in- 
deed risen up amongst lliem, but with a zeal, 
it appears, not according to knowledge. They 
were chiefly Jews, professing Christianity, but 
not sufficiently iufilructed in the Christian 
Doctrines: and of some of them St. Paul had 
beard that they had subverted witole liouses, 
teaching icluit they ovglU not, for gain or pre- 
emine^i^ce. 
.*ni1 • » Among 



Among such a people, blinded by their pas- 
sions and misled by their teachers, Titus 
was appointed to make a selection of persons 
in every city fur the different orders of the 
Ministry. His attendance on St. Paul had 
doubtless made him acquainted with the Doc- 
trines of the Gospel, and with the Apostle's 
manner of enforcing them. This Epistle is 
therefore supposed to have been written not 
So much for his particular instruction, as for 
the general edification of the Cretan Church ; 
as his warrant for refusing to admit into it 
persons who were not properly qualified ; and 
as a text-book for the elders whom he might 
ordain, by which tliey might learn to avoid 
the errors in doctrine which had been propa- 
gated through the island. It appears proba- 
ble thai these unruly vain talkers and dc- 
ceivert:*, as the Apostle stiles them, had dis- 
puted the authority of Titus, on account of his 
not preaching the doctrines of the Circum- 
cision. It is certain that they did not them- 
Bclves sufficiently enjoin the moral duties of 
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"Cliristianity. For no sooner had St. Paul 
noticed llie'ir general errors, than he lunis to 
his schoUir with an abruptness which indicates 
the earnestness of his mind, But speak tlwu 
the thitigs lehich become sound doctrine : and 
immediately he proceeds to enumerate, in a 
compendious form, the practical duties required 
of the converts to Christianity : recommending 
especially sobriety of mind in opposition to 
enthusiasm (that intemperance of the mind) 
and enforcing moral obedience as the test of 
fdith, that, wliile they professed to know God, 
they might not in their irorks deny him : and 
that the f-Vord of God might not be blaspJteined. 
A more perfect manual of instructions could 
not have been given to a Christian Minister. 
I have thought it therefore not unsuitable to 
the occasion on wliich we arc this day assem- 
bled, and to the circumstances of the present 
times, to recal this admonition of the Apostle 
to the attention of all whom I am appointed 
to aiddress — not with the presumption of in- 
structing those, from whom it would become 
mc rather to seek instruction, but — with the 
inlentiou of shewing that in tht; doctrines 
B 3 which 



which are preaclied by Ihe regular Clergy of 
the EsUibiished Church, they conform tliein- 
eelvos to these excellent rules. 

And, however imperfectly I may discuss the 
subject, a discussion of this sort cannot be 
unseasonable, while our Church is almost 
daily loshig some of her menibci-s in conse- 
quence of a charge or insinuation against the 
generality of lier Ministers, that they are rfr- 
luctant to speak the things which become 
gound doctrine ; and while, by an exclusive 
appellation * assumed by other teachers, or 
perhaps ascribed to Ihem by the indiscreet 
zeai of their followers, it is, not obscurely, 
intimated that we have absolutely departed 
from the pure doctrines of the Gospel f, and 
that we cease to sustain the character of the 
Christian teacher aa dehneated by the pen, 
and illublratcd by the example, of St. Paul. 
■ A charge of this nature might well have 
been disregarded, when it was in the moutU 
of a few seceders from our Church J — when 



' * Efsugelical Preachers, o 
i See Xole A. p. §3. 



Gospel Ministers. 
t.NoteB,j)._59. 



the assumption was, thai these few wdividiials 
had discovered new hglits in tiie Gospel un- 
known to and unsuspected by the thousands 
who continued within her pale, and that they 
were *' raised up to reform the Church, and 
" to spread scriptural holiness through the 
" land * :" when, notwithstandiug this high 
assumption, thy still wavered and disagreed 
respecting the tenets they were " raised up." to 
promulgate. Then indeed might the accusar 
tion liave been sufiered to InvaUdate itself. 
But, alas ! it is not now from the open enmity 
alone of those who have lefl the KsUtblish- 
inent that we suffer this dishonour ; but from 
the misdirected zeal of some of our oum fa-- 
miliar friends, of some who still walk with 
vs in Uie house of God, as friends: who with 
doubtless an honest conscience, but, we con- 
ceive, witii a mistaken view of our Articles 
of Faith ; certainly with that view of theni 
which neither the general tenor of the Scripr 
lures upon which they are professedly built. 



* See Miuute of Twentieth Conrerence, in Myles's 
" Chronolo^cal History of the People called Methodists." 

nor 



nor the attributes of God, which He has in 
mercy disclosed to his creatures, will in any 
wise warrant, preach from our pnlpils doc- 
trines which we dare not teacli ; end distract 
thereby the minds of the simple with conflict- 
ing and irreconcileable tenets leadina; some 
into perplexity and doubt, and others into 
error or infidelily, 

■ The Ume usually allotted to a discourse, on 
the present occasion, will not admit of that 
full and particular discussion which the sub- 
ject requires. I must, therefore, content my- 
self with a very brief vindication of our 
preaching on some of the leading points (for 
the charge has never been very strictly de- 
fined), in which we are accused of having 
abandoned the form of sound doctrine. 

And, first, let us defend our addressing our- 
eelves to the Reason of our hearers *. Tiie 
abuse of thi» noble faculty has led many sin- 
cere Christians to depreciate its value, as a dim 
unsteady light, and to restrict its use, as a pr«- 
Bumptuous and misleading guide, in the con- 



* Ste Note C. p. 77. 



cerns of religion. When human Reason ex- 
alts its pretensions against Revelation ; when 
it presumes to try the Providences of God by 
the rules of human fancy ; when it scrutinizes 
the Gospel by the lest of opinions and princi- 
ples imbibed from heathen philosophy, and 
according to this standard believes or rejects 
divine truths ; when it takes upon itself to 
determine how He who worketh all things 
after the counsel of his oirjf will * ought 
to deal with the creatures he has formed; 
tlien indeed is this highest gift of God abused, 
then is the wisdom of this world fooliahness i» 
the sight of God -^-^ But when, with humble 
trust in the Word of God, it compares one 
part of Revelation with another, and deduces 
the rules of conduct, not from detached por- 
tions of Holy Writ, not from partial views of 
Divine Providence, but from their general 
analogy j: ; it is surely fulSliing the benevolent 
purpose of Him, who, having made us free 
agents, and accountable for the use of our 



• Ephes. i. 11. 

I See Note J), p. 104. 



t I Cor. iii. 19. 



freedom. 
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freedom, gave this light unto om' paths. Re- 
velation itself is knowledge addressed (if I 
may say it without irreverence) by the Creator 
lo the reason of his creatures — and Faith not 
founded in Reason is the sacrifice of fools, and 
cannot be acceptable to the Author of this 
blessing. When, therefore, we submit our 
doctrines to the reason of our audience, we lay 
the surest foundation of such a failli as is well- 
pleasing to God ; we tread in the footsteps of 
tit Paul, who, though gifted will) the power of 
working miracles in furtherance of the faith, 
chose rather to reason with the people out of 
the Scriptures * ; and we follow the example 
of our Lord, who, though he spake as one 
having authority to command belief, ap- 
pealed to the judgment of his followers, and 
upbraided them with the neglect of its powera 
—Yea, and u-hy even of yourselves judge ye 
not wliat is right -f ? 

The Morality of our preaching is objected 
to, and we should deserve censure, if it were 
mere morality that we enjoined, the morality 



• Acts xvii. 2. and xvni. 4. 



I" Lute xii. 57. 



of human Wisdom.— But when we preach 

the morality of the Gospel, the morality which 
Christ himself taught ; when we preach this 
inorality upon Christian principles, and with 
Christian sanctions, we teach the most profit- 
able part of religion ; we promote the eternal 
welfare of our hearers much more than by 
entangling their minds with subtleties which 
edify not, with questions which engender 
strife. 

But our preaching the moral duties of 
Christianity tends, it is objected, to give our 
hearers too high an opinion of the merit of 
Good Works, and derogates from the all-suf- 
ficiency of the sacrifice of Christ. If we pro- 
claimed that the works of man, could merit 
eternal happiness, we should disallow the 
whole scheme of Providence as unfolded to us 
in the Bible ; we should deny the fall of our 
fii"st parents, and the consequent corruption of 
the human mind, as shewn in all their descent 
dants : and we should renounce the only source 
of consolation left to us, the Atonement of our 
sins and imperfections, figured in the ordi- 
nances of the Mosaic law, foretold by a suc- 
cession 



ID 

cession of inspired Prophets, and at lengtU 
completed in the sufferings of the Son of God. 
We are aware that man cannot, by the most 
perfect obedience, atone for past transgres- 
sion ; for that unsinning obedience is a duty 
which he always owes to his Maker, and can 
not do more than pay. He can never do 
more than his present duty. The duly he has 
neglected, he has neglected for ever. He 
can never redeem the unpaid debt He can- 
not be acquitted of former sins, but through 
the free grace of God: Being justified freely 
hy his grace through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus *. But while we disclaim tlie 
suflRciency of our own merits to do away our 
offences, while wc repose in humble hope 
upon the merit of our Saviour's sacrifice : are 
we to make no effort for ourselves, if possible, 
not to increase our debt, not to add to Uie 
number of our sins, not to crucify the Son of 
God afresh, and again to put him to an open 
shame -f- ? After our utmost endeavours to do 
the will of God, we sliall liave need of liis 
atoning mercy. Without our utmost endea- 



* Romans iii. 34. 



+ Hebrews vi. 6. 
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vore, we may be assured that we shall not 
partake of it. Christ will have died for us in 
vain. But our heavenly Father, who gra- 
ciously ordained the offerings of the Law to 
be a dedication to himself of a very »mall part 
only of liis own bounty, will surely behold 
with the eye of mercy every humble and 
BJncere endeavor : will accept, through the 
merits of the full and sufficient sacritice of 
his Son, (or who may abide his coming r) 
our partial and imperfect obedience. 

That we do not dwell continually, and al- 
most exclusively^ on the duly of Faith, arises 
not from our underrating its transcendent 
importance, but from a conviction that the 
present state of the world requires us not 
merely to urge the principle itselt^ but also 
to inculcate the practice of the virtues 
which it ought to produce. Our hearere 
have been from earliest infancy educated 
in the elements^ and constantly trained up 
in the principles, of Christianity. No ter- 
rors of persecution now await the profession 
of the true faith. To avow our belief requires 
at present, less courage than to dissent from 

the 
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the common creed. Of a faith thiis acquired 
withoutefFort,and maintained without danger, 
it is natural to expect ratlier ttiat tlie ppoles- 
eion stiould be general, than lliat the influence 
should be stril^ingly manifested : and accord- 
ingly it becomes the province of tlie Christian 
teacher strenuously to affirm, that the faith 
which leads to salvation is not a mere assent 
of the understanding, not an involuntary and 
meritless acquiescence of the judgment, but a 
warm, active, energetic Principle, transfused 
Ihrougli the soul of man, silently, but power- 
fully, directing, controuting, animating his 
every thought, word, and action : a Faith 
which, while it keeps its sleady eye on heaven, 
disdains not the things of the earth, but hold- 
ing on undaunted and unwearied, in the path 
of duty, not as though it had already attained, 
either were already peifect, hut forgetting the 
acquisitions it has made, and reaching forth to 
still further attainments, pres«^so/i through the 
whole course of life toward the mark — -for the 
prize of ihehighcallingofGodinChrist Jesus*. 



* rhilippiiuis iii. 13. 
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It is true that St. Paul insisted more upon 
Ji'aith than upon Works. To some, indeed, he 
appears in his zeal for Faith to have decried 
Good Works. But this is clearly a miscon- 
ception of the whole scope of his arguments. 
It is evident to the considerate reader of his 
Epistles, that in all such passages he means 
either the Observances of the Mosaic law, on 
which tlie Jews were wont to build their 
proud pretensions, or those Works of which 
the Gentiles might be disposed to boast* as 
having been the meritorious cause of their 
being included under the Christian dispensa- 
tion. AVhereas it was the Apostles aim to 
shew that this grace of God was free to them, 
not purchased by their merit, not puruhase- 
able by any human merit ; hut promised to 
our first parents on their first transgression, 
and ordained even before the world began. 
And while we admit that Faith was the doc- 
trine primarily and most strenuously enforced 



• See in particalar Uis Caution to the Heatlien Converts 
at Epiiesus. Ephes. ii. — viii. Aad at Rome. Bom. iii. 
^xiviii. NoteE.p.121. , , ,, ,, ^, , ., 




by St. Paul, let us not foi^et the diffei^nt 
utate of the world at the lime when the 
Apostle of the Gentiles was raised up from 
among the learned Jews, and as it exists in 
the days in which we Hve. St. Pau\ had to 
excite his hearers not only to give up llieir 
vicesj but what they deemed their very vir- 
tues ; the principles of their morality, their 
maxims of piety. It was his hard task (in 
order to prepare it for the reception of Chris- 
tian Doctrines and Dispositions) to root out 
of the human mind its most cherished prepos- 
Bessions of education and hahit ; to teach 
the philosopher the comparative folly of his 
applauded wisdom ; to expose to the Gentile 
priest the vanity of those Gods tu whom he 
was offering his unholy sacrifices ; and to 
abrogate the ritual of the Jewish worshipper, 
endeared to him by the immemorial usage of 
his ancestors, ordained by the command, sanc- 
tioned by the presence, and hallowed by the 
vis^ihle acceptance, of his God. Faith in the 
Redeemer was the first thing wanting to these 
strict observers of the Mosaic law ; a 6rm be- 
lief in Him who had changed their morality 

of 
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of Ordinances into the morality of the heart. 
They would not relinquish their fond idea of 
merit in the painful, the never-ceasing ob- 
servance of rites and ceremonies, till they 
could believe that He, whom those rites and 
ceremonies were ordained to foreshew, was 
really come upon the earth ; that their Pas- 
chal Lamb was slain, their last sacrifice offer- 
ed, and their Deliverer raised from the dead, 
not to acquire for them earthly dominion, but 
to prepare a kingdom in the heavens. Of the 
heathens too it is to be recollected, that in 
many brilliant instances the gentiles who had 
not the law, did hy nature the things con- 
tained in the law, and tcere thus a laic ««(o 
themselves, and sheiced the work of the tmv 
written in their hearts*. But their morality 
was incomplete ; it was divine indeed in its 
origin, but it was not acknowledged to be 
founded in the divine will : it was attributed 
to human reason, and so partook of human 
frailty. St. Paul had not therefore so much to 
teach them the rudimenLs of moral duly, as to 
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establish their morality upon higher princi- 
ples ; upon principles which they could not bo 
brought to adoiit without faitli in the Chrkliaa 
Lawgiver. He had to supersede their sensual 
idolatry by the pure and spiritual religion of 
the Holy Jesus ; to transfer their worship, from 
Gods debased by human passions, to that 
High Being, who is of purer eyes t/utn ta 
beJwld evil, and who cannot look upon ini- 
^ity *. He had not so mucli to teach the 
wicked the tur^iitude of moral evil, as to 
warn them of the punishment due to sins, 
which required no less an atonement than 
the death of the Son of God. The virtue of 
the best men in the heathen world was a proud 
self-sufficient virtue. These men and their 
admiring followers St. Paul had to undeceive: 
to apprize them of the unheeded imperfections 
of their fairest actions, to lead them to the 
cross of Christ, to teach them there to suppli- 
cate in all humility for forgiveness ; for tliat 
forgiveneness which his atonement could aloue 
procure for them. To the Jews, who re^ 
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quired a aign, and to the Greeks, who sought 

after wisdom, he was appointed to preach 

Girist crucijied : a doctrine calculated to 

destroy the wisdom of the wise, to bring to 

nothing the understanding of the prudent ; to 

the Jews a stumbling block, and unto tlie 

Greeks foolishness *. Faitli, therefore, was 

the necessary preliminary to the Christiau 

code of ethics ; and till this was established, 

all other preaching had been vain. But does 

he encourage those, wtiom he addressed, to 

rest in faith alone ? Does he consider faith 

the sum and substance of religion ? By 

Lao means. In Ids defence before Agrippa, 

Lbe states it as tlie very essence c^ his commis> 

kmon, to shew unto both Jews and Gentiles, 

L iJiat they should repent, and turn to God, and 

Ldo works meet for repentance -f ; and he di- 

Liected Titus to reprove those who were in- 

l clined to trust to faith alone for final salvation. 

k Strong is his injunction on this point, but not 

[i altogether so strong in the translation as in the 

L original. This is a faithful saying, and these 
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things I will that thou affirm coimfaiUiy, tltat 
they which itave believed in God migfU be 
careful to maintain good works. These things 
are good and projitabh unto men *, I nee4 
scarcely remind this learned audience, that 
the words used by St. Paul, in this passage, 
are the moBt energetic that the Greek lan- 
guage could supply htm with f, and niiglil 
(lave been reudered, with little liberty oi 
paraphrase, " This is a inetuonible sayk^, 
worthy of all men to be believed, ;md lltese 
things 1 will tliat you maintain with firmness 
against every gainsayer, tlial they who have 
believed in God, be careful to sliew their faith 
by setting themselves forward as jjatlerns of 
good works. These things are the things 
■which are good and proHtable unto men. 
Heathen philosophy hati fatigued and bewil- 
dered itsplf iu a fruilleiw search after the chief 
good. These things, good works springing 
out of a right failh, are the thing's which are 
good, and profitalile unto men." ll is obviooa 
toQj though the circumstance is frcqueu.tlv. 



I 
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overlooked, that St. Paul foUdws tbd sathe 
course io his addresses to all the otiier <iliurchei 
which he had planted. In every one of his 
epiutles he inculcates moral duties, and how-> 
ever long he dwells on faith, he seems to dwell 
upon it no longer than may be necessary to lay 
this Only sure foundation for the practical pre- 
cepts of Christianity. Indeed, so diffuse has 
lie been in this particular, that from Iris 
writings alone nilght be drawn a compreheri* 
sive system of practical morality. 

We preach then to the Reason of ouf 
hearers, dnd we enforce the necessity of Moral 
dtities, in conformity with the general scope of 
Holy Writ ; in conformity with both the in- 
junction and the example of the Apostle of thd 
Gentiles, whom our accusers r^fer to as the 
model upon which they form themselves, and 
the guide whom we have abandoned ; and in 
conformity with the practice of our Saviour 
himself, who in this, ^s in all other instances, 
has left us the example, in order tJiat u-e 
ahoufd follow his steps. 

We shall readily be excused, I trust, if wft 

do not embarrass the minds of the uuleamed 

c 2 with 




with the doctrine of Predestination, in the 
Calvinistic sense of the term, so earnestly and 
80 continually brought forward by others. It 
is not necessary, perhaps, to explain to Chris- 
tians of the present dav, that il. was pre- 
ordained in the councils of the JMost High, 
before the world began, that for a lime the 
Jews should he selected to be Ihe peculiar 
people of God, the depositaries of tite Law, 
the beacon of the true worship in the niid»t of 
nations sunk in idolatry, the seed from which 
the Saviour of tlic world was to arise ; and 
that in the same councils the Gentiles were 
predestined, in due time, to the same Salva- 
tion. It may not be requisite now to shew 
that this is the genuine interpretation of those 
expressions of St. Paul, particularly in Itis 
Epistle to the Uonians, which have been so 
ol\cn misconstrued and misapplied ; that this 
was the interpretation admitted by our earliest 
Reformers, who, as if fearful of misconstruc- 
tion, have strictly adhered to the words of the 
Apostle in their Article upon the subject; nor 
isit, perhaps, ever our duty to touch upon this 
niysterious subject, except when we see a mis» 
taken 



21 

taken view of this doctrine, in the application 
of it to individuals, produce the eiFect which 
Calvin himself acknowledged that it was cal- 
culated to produce, " cherishing sloth, and 
giving encouragement to wickedness*:" ex- 
cept when we see it become, (to use the very 
language of our Reformers,) " a most danger- 
ous downfall, whereby the Devil doth thrust 
curious and carnal persons either into despe- 
ration, or into wretch lessness of most unclean 
living, no less perilous than desperation -f." 
We ought then, indeed, to shew that it is 
nather the doctrine of our Church, nor of 
the Scriptures, and that it is totally abhorrent 
from the nature, the attributes, and the provi- 
dence of God, to consign over unborn infanU 
to etenial tortures, or to select for the future 
glories of his tlu'one those who he foresees 
will, througli the course of their existence 
upon earth, debase their nature by sensuality, 
and pollute liieir souls with vice. 



• InsUtut. 3—33—41. Note G. p. 125. 
+ Article xvii. " Ve\ in dpsperatiunem, vet in mtgii 
' peniitiosani im|iiirUsima3 vita; securitalem." 

But 



, But there gre ^me Tenets prpmulgated by 
pur accusers, \y\vch at first sight appear le?§ 
repugnant to Reason, and less at variance 
with the tenor of Holy Writ, which we are 
expected to teach, if we wish to participate 
with them in the merit of being " true Minis- 
ter? of the Gospel." 

Such are Election in a more Hmited sense, 
exemplified by irresistible, instantaneous, and 
sensible Cooversion ; and thq Reprobation of 
those who may never be brought to believe 
that they feel in their souls, this token of their 
Salva,Uon : togetlier with many other doctrioe^ 
which puff up the hearts of soniq with vain 
coaQdence, and sink tlie spirits of others into 
fi statp of disquietude, despair, and death, 
njlieiie too are founded upon misinterpreted 
and misapplied texts, chiefly from the Epistles 
of St, Pa.ul, aqd upon an iiripe.rfect cousidei^a- 
tion Qf the extraordinary, and ordinary assist- 
ances of the Holy Ghost*. 

We cannot say that the influence of the 
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-Holy Spirit was absolutely irresistible even in 
■ Ibe days of tbe Apostles ; otherwise St. Peter 
and Sf. Paulj who were gifted with the power 
t>f imparling the Holy Spirit, would not have 
thought it necessary to reason with their hear- 
. ers, and would not have reasoned with any of 
Ihem in vain. Tiie Apostles themselves were 
taught to expect the aid of the heavenly Com- 
forter from above ; and this grace cannot be 
said to have been irresistibly forced upon those 
who were wailing for the accomplishment of 
Iheir Master's promise, of hajHiang them with 
\ ihe Holy Ghost, not many days after his as- 
j tension. It is worthy of remark too, that the 
} proinised aid of the Spirit was that it should 
guide* them into all truth : and that it did not 
I wholly and irresistibly possess and overpower 
(their minds, is evinced by the doubts which 
' ttiey entertained even after the day of Pcn- 
f tecost, whether the Gentiles were lo be cora- 
I ^rehcnded in the Christian Covenant. St. Paul 
lihdeetl was arresled on a journey, and turned 
I ttom his purpose of persecution bv a voice from 
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heaven, but it cannot be said that even Ihc 
Grace which he received was irresistible, for 
it was acconipuuied with a command, appa* 
rcnlly designed to try his faith and his obe- 
dience ; a command which to the man of 
mere worldly wisdom might have appeared 
unnecessary, and wliicli, however hard it had 
been for him after so awful au interposition of 
Providence, he might have disobeyed. 

Of sudden Conversion this instance of St, 
Paul is undoubtedly a powerful proof. But 
we know that the aid of the Holy Spirit is 
always in exact proportion to the exigency. 
Tiie exigency in the case of St. Paul is well 
understood. This sudden conversion too, is 
a solitary instance ; it had all tlie character 
and circumstances of a miracle : and it rests 
not on the individual testimony of the person 
concerned, whose imagination might have 
been minted by a warm enthusiastic feeling. 
The supernatural light shone around, and the 
celestial sounds affrighted those also who jour- 
neyed with him *. Modern as&erlors of instan- 
taueous conversion "Y, mention in like manner 
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the wonders which accompany the strange 
Impulse, " the sudden and fearful illumina' 
tion," *' voices from heaven," " mighty rusliing 
winds," " the bodily presence of the Saviour 
on his cross," " the casting down to the 
earth," " holy reveries," " devout ecslacies," 
•* the pangs," " the horrors" which to them- 
eelves attest their " Regeneration ;" wonders 
which none but themselves perceive, wonders 
of whose existence they are themselves some- 
times led to doubt, and which some of little 
faith wait for in anxious expectation, till, 
their nature wearied, their hearts sick with 
hope deferred, their imagination tossed like 
the troubled waves, betwixt earth and heaven, 
Reason loses her poise, their minds become 
giddy, their souls melt away for very trouble, 
and they break forth into frantic expressions 
of rebuke and blasphemy against God, or sink 
into listlessness, despair, and mental aliena- 
tion ! To guard our hearers against such 
i^ital delusions, it becomes our duty to point 
out to Itiem that the sudden conversion of 
St. Paul was a miracle suited to an occasion 
which 



which can never recur ; that the whole coursd 
of Nature a3 shewn in the cieation and sup* 
port of the worid, and tlie course of Graos 
as exemphticd in tlie vohimc of Revelation, 
forbid U3 to exjiect the sudden change of the 
sinner's heart, by (lie unsolicited interposition 
of the Holy Spirit. In tliis world every tiling 
18. progressive : Knowledge, Virtue, Faith : 
progressive in individuals, in nations, in agea* 
Nothing is given to nmn without the previous 
labour of himself or others. All is the pro- 
duct and reward of care. The spirit of man, 
while united to the body, is slowly progressive 
in itnprovenient as the body is progressive in ll» 
strength. Human life is a system of Educa- 
tion for a higher state of being, and Religion 
the noblest part of Ihat system. As the Mosaic 
law was to the Jews the schoolmaster to bring 
them unto Ch-ist *, or the Christian dispen- 
sation ; so is the Christian dispensation tt> 
bring us unto God. We cannot too often 
maintain that true piety is not a passion but 
a principle; that it must first dawn in the 
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L leaspoi before U warros the afFeclions of the 
heart ; and that thua it is that the path of Ike 
I Just becomes as the shining light that shineth 
more and more unto the perfect day *, when 
Pope will be exchanged for certainty, and 
f:aith rewarded with the vi^bk piiesenee of 

Icjod. 

How intricate is the maze of error ! when 
the right patli is once lost, how difficult to 
check the devious step I If Conversioa be tile 
^ork of a monieut, if it be irresistible, it niay 
fisllow that hardened sinaers ace the persons 
lelected for this grace i* ; that it is imparted in 
proportion to the flagrancy of their iniquities, 
fi)d tliat for God's honour and glory. Accord* 
^ngly a writer of gome celebrity assertej (wojrds 
^hich I quote with horror,) that " God thinks 
** liimsplf honoured by the pensioners of his 
" Grace, who bring nothing to recommend 
" themselves but their sins and miseries, and 
" yet trust in his promised relief: that herein 
V He, gloriesij: !" That the objects of Uio 
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election of grace are " sinners, as sued, iia 
" way conditioned or qualified ; tlie lost, the 
*' helpless, the unu;odly, aye the chief of sin- 
** nets, open enemies and rebels against 
** God*." St. Paul was, they say, the cliief 
of sinners. How is this proved? Not hy his 
life. That was blameless, according to the 
strictest sect among the Jews. By his own 
confession ? Well indeed, in the humility of 
his soul, might he reproacli himself for having 
persecuted the followers of Christ ; but God 
did not so reproach him ; God extended mercy 
to him, because he had done it igHorantly m 
nnbelief-^-. He liad done what, from ignorajice 
of the scope of the ancient prophecies, and 
consecj\ient want of belief in the Divine nature 
of our Saviour, his conscience prompted him 
to do. He liad Uced, (and he was not dis- 
posed to estimate lightly the obligations of 
moral duty) in all good conscience towards 
God. In his greatest fury of persecution he 
■was zealous towards God +. : and he thought 



* Homaines Wulk, of Faitb, Vol. 
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he did God service by resisting what he coti- 
ceived to be a blasphemous pretension to the 
podhead. Other early converts to Christi- 
anity have been in like manner represented 
as having been suddenly and irresistibly called 
from a state of great wickedness. Doubtless 
the whole world was lying in wickedness. 
But can we suppose that those who attended 
the preaching of the Apostles, with minds 
prepared by humility to receive their doc- 
trines, were greater sinners than (hose who 
heard their discourses, and saw their miracles 
and yet went away with an impenitent heart 
of unbelief? Of all the converts mentioned 
by name in the history of the Acts of the 
Apostles, we learn that in mind and conduct 
they were before not far from the kingdom of 
God. The Eunuch was returning from his 
devotions at Jerusalem, and meditating upon 
that Prophet who had more particularly fore- 
told tlve coming of our Saviour, when God 
directed Philip to assist Ins enquiries after 
Truth *. Cornelius was expressly selected, 
because he was a just man, one that feared 
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God, ahfl was of good report, Ihougfi hiiViseJ/ 
ft Gentile, afmng all the nation of the J&wb*: 
Sergius Paulas, though a Roman govdhior,' 
and therefore interested in the support of thS 
prevarUng religion, was yet desirous of being 
taught by this new and despided sect the Gro*^ 
pel of the crucified Jesus -f- ; and Lydiet Wa^ 
at a house of prayer, worshipping God, whed 
the Holy Spirit disposed lier to attend unto the 
things which were spoken of Paul |. But 
granting thai in the Heathen world, where ain 
abounded, grace did much more abound^, in 
calling them, sinners as they all were, lo a 
state of salvation, g/iall we continue in sin iliht 
grace may abound ? Qod forbid \\. 

A consequence, a very dangerous conse- 
quence of this doctrine of the sudden change 
of the most profligate heart is, that hope H 
held out to the sinner, of Salvation being 
granted lo him, without any endeavour on hW 
part but to believe the flattering doctrine, in 
the last moment of life^. Aftd this is sup- 
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posed to be founded on the assurance of fori 
giveness made by oul" Saviour to the repentdiii 
thief who wa* crucified with hiin. We dare 
not, indeed, sit in judgment on the ways of 
God. We cannot know when bis mercy may 
inspend the decree of hi* justice ; nor ought we 
for a moment to suppose that Divine justice is 
not Divine mercy. Gladly would we, accord- 
ing to this much misunderstood history, speak 
peace to the dying sinner, if like our Savioui* 
we could |>enetratc his inmost heart, if like 
0ur Saviour we could read there such ft 
fepentance as we could be certain would be 
accepted by his offended Maker ; if we could 
jjossibly find there a faith triumphant over 
every difliculty and disadvantage ; over such 
difhcultics and disadvantages as can never 
again try the human heart: Faith in Him 
whom his own disciples bad deserted ; faith \n 
Him as the Son of God, when he appeared 
to be foi-saken of his Almighty Father; faith 

' in Him as the Saviour of mankind, the Lord of 
Life, the King of Heaven, when he was suffer- 

I ing, humanly suffering, amidst taunts and in- 
Bults, in anguish aud in agony, the most cruel, 

the 
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the most ignominious death that man could 
inflict. To that crucified Saviour we will bid 
the departing sinner look up (it is all we can) 
with fearful hope in his mercy> but we can- 
not, we dare not, we will not anticipate the 
sentence of his all-righteous Judge : we will 
not give his last hour, which might other- 
wise be spent in penitence and prayer> to 
delusive feelings, to unauthorized assurance, 
to unholy joy. 

This alas ! is the most awful consideration 
respecting the doctrines which our accusers 
call upon us to preach, as the true principles 
of the Gospel dispensation, that, corrupt aa 
man is by nature, beset with temptations, 
compassed with infirmity, and under the ty- 
ranny of headstrong passions, if it should be 
maintained that they do not directly give en- 
couragement to vice, it must on all hands be 
admitted that they hold not out sufficient in- 
citement to an anxious, watchful perseverance 
in virtue *. Instead of stimulating him tr/(/* 
fear and trembliuf^ to work out his oun salva-' 
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Hah *, they teach him to expect saving faith 
without any efibrt, without even a prayer of 
his own, " ill dreams of the night/* and 
•* while others are praying for him -f-.'*^ In- 
stead of warning him to give diligence to 
make Ms calling and election sure %j they bid 
him trust to the hope of being ^^ cleansed from 
'^ all unrighteousness, and made perfect in 
'^ love in a moment § ;'' and instead of teach- 
ing him to give a reason of the hope that is 
in hifA wUh meekness and fear ||, they repre- 
sent his own ** inward feelings," " his expe- 
" riences," as the surest evidence of his being 
one of the " chosen of God," '* perfect in 
** grace," and ^^ assured of final salvation." 

And can we, whose function it is to per^ 
suade men by what we know of the terrors of 
the Lord, at any period of the sinner's lifcj 

• Pha. n. 12, 

t Wealey.. See Minates of second Conferencei &c. in 
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refer him to the uncertain, the fallacious crite- 
rion of his inward fcehng-s ? The wisest of 
men hath toh] us that fie tluit trusleth in his 
ownheart is a fool*. And the Holy Spirit 
himself hath declared that the heart ?i deceit- 
ful ahove cdl things f. This life would cease 
to be a state of trial and discipline ^, if at any 
period before the close of it we had this assur- 
ance of final salvation. Should it be answered 
that this assurance was granted to St, Paul, 
we readily acknowledge this exception to the 
general course of God's dealings with his 
creatures. But be it remembered, it was not 
granted even to St. Paul, (although at an 
early period of his ministry he was admitted 
even to a vision of the third heaven,) it was 
not granted to him before the close of his 
Christian warfare, not till the time qf his de- 
parture was at hand §, till he had fought the 
goodjight, till he had finished his course, tiU 
amidst reproaches, necessities, persecutions ^ 
distresses fur Christ's sake |[, he had kept the 

■ Prov. xxviii. 20. + Jer. xvii. 9. + Nole O. p. 183, 
§ ? Tijn. iv. 0, 7. II 2 Cor. .\ii, 10, 
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faith. And even then this assurance appears 
by the context to have been vouchsafed to liim, 
not so much to refresh his sinking spirits^ and 
to revive his ** weary hope," as to excite and 
encourage those to whom he was about to 
leave the labour of the ministry ; heirs of the 
same reproacheB^ partakers of the same neces^ 
cities, assailed by the same persecutions, and 
almost overwhelmed by the same distresses. 

I have scarcely allowed myself time to ad- 
vert to a complaint against us of lukewarmness 
in our addresses to God, and want of zeal to 
urge men to their duty by tha liighest and 
strongest motive ** If the nature of the charge 
is to be ascertained by the practice of our ac- 
cusers, it is that we do not address ourselves iu 
the language of human affection to the God 
of heaven and earth, and in terms of irreve- 
rent familiarity to the Maker and Judge of all 
men ; that we do not derive the expressions of 
our prayers and praises from that mystic alle- 
gory by which Solomon describes, in florid 
oriental metaphors, tlie regard of God to hia 

• Note P. p. 185. 
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Church*: that we do not transfuse into our 
exercises of adoration, the emhlematical spirit 
of a pocnij which, consecrated to the use for 
which it was first designed, is never referred 
to by the Prophets, formed no part of sacred 
instruction among the Jews, and does not 
appear to have been quoted by Christ or his 
Apostles. The display of the goodness of God 
in the creation and redemption of mankind, 
cannot fail of exciting the love, tlie awful 
reverential love, the gratitude of his creatures : 
but can never authorize the raptures of un- 
hallowed passion towards the High and hojty 
One, that inhahUcth eternity, whose Name ia 
Holy ; wJio dwelleth in the high and holy 
place ; with him also that is of a contrite and 
humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, 
and to revive tlte heart of the contrite -f. 

The love of God is doubtless the highest 
and the strongest motive to obedience ; and I 
know not tliat the members of our Church 
ever discarded the use of this pure incentive 
to piety and virtue. But for not dwelling for 
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ever on a principle of which few can have an 
adequate cnceptjon, of which ihe hardened 
sinner can have no apprehension at all ; for 
not dwelling for ever on this principle, to the 
exclusion of motives better understood, and 
more suitable to the present imperfection of our 
nature, we have the authority of reason and of 
Scripture. God himself, who enjoined this 
love as the perfection of Religion, inspired his 
servant Moses to limit tlie high idea to human 
comprehension by words which always ac- 
company the command, and connect it with 
fear, worship, service, and obedience * ; and so 
fer was the original term from being restricted 
I to the meaning now annexed to it in the voca- 
. bnlarv of enthusiasm, that the Ueity himself 
employs it to denote the worship paid by the 
idolatrous inhabitants of Chaldaea to the sun. 
the moon, and the stars -f. To enforce more- 
i over the obligations of moral and religiousduty, 
r He who knows the nalurcof the crcatureshe has 
[• ibrmed, has not failed to grant us other inceu- 

• Deuteron, passim. See Xote R. p. 198. 



+ Jer. viii. 2. See Note S. p. 20^ 



tives ; 



S8 

lives ; promises of good ; llirrats of evil ; (hat 
constitulion of nature by which virtue be- 
comes its own reward, and vice its own 
punishment in this world ; and that covenant 
of grace, by which sin is ordained to lead to 
liopeless misery, and obedience to eternal 
happiness in our future stale of being. 

In the short view which I have taken of 
some of the principal charges brought against 
the regular Clergy, it lias been far from my 
nilenlion (it would indeed be a prostitution 
of my sacred ofRce) to invent excuses for any 
neglect of our ministerial duties. However 
rarely I trust the charge of real neglect can be 
established against Individuals of the Order; 
of those who give occasion for the reproach, 
I would not willingly become the advocate. 
The holy interests of religion require that its 
ministers should be free, if in a licentious 
world it be possible, from even the imputation 
of blame. But when the purity of our Doc- 
trines is impeached, it becomes the duty of 
every Minister of the Church, however humble 
his ability, to stand forward in their vindica* 
tion. It is not then solely our own Cause. It 
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19 the Cause of those whose instruction is com' 
mitted to our charge. It is the Cause of our 
very accusers, whom we may hope to convince 
of tlieir error, and to bring again to tfteir folds. 
It is at this time more especially the Cause of 
all the ignorant Poor in these kingdoms, who 
arc receiving, and frequently from the hands 
of those who profess to explain them more cor- 
rectly than their own appointed Teachers, the 
Oracles of Divine Truth *. It is the Cause of 
the rising generation, whose unsteady minda 
we are anxious not to leave exposed to every 
wind of doctrine, but to estahlish firmly in the 
true Christian faith, before their passions shall 
have obscured their reason ; before Vice, with 
all her blandishments, shall have seduced them 
into infidelity -f*. It Is the Cause of millions 
of our fellow-crcaturcs in distant regions still 
lying in darkness and in the shadow of death; 
to whom we are prcpariug, with a holy zeal. 



* From Societies instituted fur the distribution of the 
I Bible, without \t>te or Comment. 

f In our National Schools happily establisljed of iale 
ibr the Education of the Engli^b Poor iu the Principles 
of the English Church* 

(may 
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(may its object not be defeatied by intemper- 
ance and enthusiasm !) to impart the heavenly 
light of the Gospel, and to proclaim the words 
of Eternal Life * 

However circumscribed, or however ex- 
tended may be the sphere of our duties, we 
must not expect often to produce sudden or 
immediately perceptible effects by our preach* 
ingi*. It is our office to sow the good seed ia 
the hearts of our hearers ; God will in his own 
time, give tJie increase X* And though the 
completion of our hopes be yet at a distance, 
though in the moral as in the natural world, 
first the blade must be brought forth, then, by 
gradual developeraent, the ear, and after that, 
with progressive growth, tlie full com in the 
ear^ ; and though it may not be granted to 
those who sow the seed, to see the harvest in 
its full perfection, let us not be weary in well 
doing y for in due season we shall reap \fwe 

* In reference to a plan submitted to Parliament for 
propagating Christianity among the Hindoos, by the aid of 
Missionaries from this Country. 

t See Note T- p. 211. % 1 Con iii. 6. 

§ Mark iv. 28. 

faint 
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faint not *, if not in this world, certainly in 
the world to come. 

Finally, be it our invariable aim to describe 
Christianity, like its Divine Founder, fiM of 
grace and truth 'f ; requiring not faith in op- 
position to the convictions of reason ; and 
promising no reward to a barren, unfruitful 
faith. Be it our unceasing endeavour to im- 
press on the minds of all who attend to our 
doctrine, that God is no respecter of persons : 
but tliat in every nation, he thatfeareth him, 
and worketh righteousness, is accepted with 
HimX* That this world is a continued scene 
of temptation and trial, in which Life and 
Death are set before us, which to choose : that 
it is a school of discipline, in which we must, 
in order to obtain an entrance into the ever* 
lasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour, 
Jesus Christ § ; giving all diligence, add to 
our faith virtue, and to virtue knowledge, and 
to knowledge temperance, and to temperance 
patience, and to patience godliness, and to 

» Gal. vi. 9. t John i. 14. 

X Acts X. 34, 85. § 2 Pet i. U. 

godliness 




godtinen brotherly kindneasy and to brotherly 

kindness charity *. And Ihat though even 
in this world the ways of religion are com- 
paratively itays of pleasantness, thoiigli all 
her present paths are peace, we must wait 
for the full reward of our perseverance in her 
paths till we reach a higher state of behig, 
whither the Author and Finisher of our Faith 
having, by the sacrifice of himself, redeemed 
mankind from the curse of Adam's transgres- 
sion, is gone before to prepare an eternal 
habitation for all those who abounding in 
diligence as well as faith, fail not finally of the 
grace of God -f-. 

Above all things we mu^t not handle the 
word of God deceitfully^ ; but by manifestation 
of the truth, commend ourselves to every 
mans conscience in the sight of God §. We 
must beware of beguiling our hearers with 
enticing words\\, lest we beguile them and 
ourselves of our everlasting reward \\. While 



• 2 Pet. i. 5, 6, 7. 

t See Note V. p. 218. 
D ColQsa.u.4.18. 



+ Heb. xii. 15. 
§2Cor. iv.2. 
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we forbear to make tJ^ heart of the righlteovM 
Hudy wham the Lord liath not made sad *, we 
are equally enjoined not to say peace where 
there is no peace -f, and there is no peace, 
saith the Lard, unto the wicked %. We must 
not foster in our hearers that spiritual Pride, 
which, not more for his own honour than for 
our profit, God himself resisteth. We must 
cherish in them that simplicity of mind, that 
humility of heart, which is the first lesson of 
Christianity, and to which God giveth grace. 
We must never cease to urge them, in the 
earnest language of the holy Apostle, whom 
I have so often had occasion to quote, to be 
stedfasty unm^oveable, always abounding in 
tlie work of the Lord, forasmuch as they 
know that their labour is not in vain in the 
Lor(2§. 

We dare not, with an Author now living, 

. a Minister of our own Church ||, promise 

those who suppose that they feel in their souls 

* Ezek. xiii. 22. f Ibid. xiii. 10. 

% Isaiah xlviii. 22. § 1 Cor. xv. 58. 

II Dr. Hawker, Vicar of Charles, Plymoath. 

apecu^ 
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a peculiar grace, that they have no cause to 
fear lest they may yet forfeit the glories of 
heaven ; for that, (I quote his words), " the 
f' gift of grace now is a sure pledge of glory 
^^ hereafter ;'* but rather let us teach them, in 
the devout language of our most excellent 
Liturgy *, to give humble and hearty thanks 
unto the Almighty God, the Father of all 
mercies, that He has vouchsafed unto his 
unworthy servants, the means of grace, and 

the HOPE of GLORY. 

Thus shall we continue to speak the things 
which become sound doctrine ; thus shall we 
keep hack nothing tliat is profitable to our 
hearers; thus shall we declare all the counsel 
of God -f-, in words of truth and soberness. 

♦ See Note W. p. 227. f See Note X. p. 231. 
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** AND yet) see the age we live in ! Enthusiasm and 
'* Atheism divide the spoil : and the former makes way for the 
** latter, till at length it be devoured by it. In the mean 
** while Enthusiasm fills the conventicle and empties the 
** Church. Silly people dance after its pipe, and are lured by 
** it from their lawful Orthodox Teachers, to run they know 
'< not whither, to hear they know not whom, and to learn they 

** know not what. Let a man preach without authority, and 

'< without book, and make shew as if he did it extempore, and 
^* by the sudden suggestion of the Spirit, and he shall be cried 
** up by the vulgar, though he deliver the plainest nonsense I'' 

Bishop Bull's Works. 10th Sermon^ 
published A. D. 17 IS. 



*' In the Services of the Church of England, we find the 
** Faith once delivered to the saints, and the Morality once 
** practised by them. Truth and Holiness are the charac* 
*^ teristics of her Ritual. Avoiding the follies and absurdities 
** of Enthusiasm, which is Religion run mad ; and Supersti- 
*^ tion, which is Religion frighted out of its senses ; she keeps 
** the even tenour of her way, in a firm, manly, rational, cheer- 
<* ful Piety towards God, and an unbounded Charity towards 
^' man. Congenial to the spirit of the British Monarchy, she 
** has shared of old in its Fall and its Restoration. They have 
** been Umely and pleasant in their lives ^-May they continue to 
** be so, to the years of many generations ! But, firom the 
** aspect which the times wear toward both, it is easy to fore- 
** tell, that whenever the day fatal to one of them shall come,— 
' if come it must— >in their deaths they vsiU not he divided** 



BishopHoRKfi's Works by Jones. Vol. 5^ 

Discourse 13. 



PREFACE. 



^^^**^^^^m^^ 



liV the following Notes it has been the aim 
of the Author to discuss, at greater length 
and with more freedom of slile, the various 
important points of Doctrine^ which were 
necessarily handled in a compendious man- 
ner within the compass of a single Sermon* 
He has endeavoured at the same time to 
elucidate the principal subjects by copious 
Extracts from the publications of Sectarists 
and others, who charge the Regular Clergy 
with neglecting to preach the Gospel of 
Christ, whether they be known by the old 
harmless designation of Methodists, or con-» 
tinning within the pale of tiie Establishment 
tliey appropriate to themselves the new but 
less modest because exclusive title of Evan- 
gelical Clergy. And he has attempted, 
moreover, whenever the occasion admitted^ 
to institute comparisons between their un- 
warranted and maddening principles, and the 
pure, the wholesome Doctrines of the Esta-^ 
blished Church : the former appearing to 
him, after the most mature consideration of 

E the 
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tlie subject, to be founded in mistaken views 
of God's Providence, and upon principles 
alarming to tlie common sense of mankind ; 
while the latter are equally in unison with 
the dictates of reason, and with (he general 
Analogy of Scripture. The tenets of Metho- 
dism or Evangelism, whether Arminian or 
Calvinistic, being calculated to excite the 
opposite extremes of delusive and fatal Assu- 
rance, or unauthorised and unprofitable Ter- 
rors ; while the Doctrines which are preached 
by the Regular Clergy, may be shewn to be 
Ihe truths, wliich were vouchsafed in mercy 
to a fallen but redeemed world by Christ 
himself, the harbingers from Heaven of peace 
and holy hope. 

That objects so momentous have not been 
adequately achieved by the Author, he is the 
first to acknowledge and to lament: he is 
confident, however, that the failure is to be 
attributed, not to any insufficiency in the 
argument itself, but to his own incompetency 
to give it its fullest force. He claims only 
the merit of having zealously and sedulously 
attempted it, and consoles liimself with 'the 
hope of stimulating others to supply his de- 
ficiencies, by better directed and more suc- 
cessful exertions. 



I 
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That we have absolutely departed from the pure 
Doctrines of the Gospel. Page 4. 

U PON this charge that all-ensnaring^ all-accom- 
modating system of religion^ known under all its va- 
rieties^ by the general name of Methodism^ was ori- 
ginally established. By the same it continues to 
increase the number of its adherents. The accusa- 
tion indeed is not confined to the sermons or writings 
of the sect. It is industriously circulated through 
parishes heretofore tranquil and happy under the 
spiritual care of their own authorized Pastors. It 
is insinuated^ probably^ in comers in which a refu- 
tation of its calumny may never overtake it. It is 
whispered to those from whom we may never hear 
the cause of their forsaking the holy Services of their 
P^ish Church — and^ alas ! it has sometimes met 

our 
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our startled ear in the chambers of the sick, and in 
the faultering accents of our dying self-upbraiding 
neighbours. May we not fear that the libertine 
finds in it an excuse for proftining the Sabbath ? 
And do we not know^ that the ignorant are some* 
times discouraged by it from availing themselves of 
the opportunity of instruction, ^nd the means of 
spiritual improvement^ which are happily presented 
to them, by the fostering care of the Government, 
in the institution of a well-educated Parochia) 
Ministry f 

I will quote a few only of tl^e acciisations which 
are brought against usr 

♦' Who shall feed them with the Milk of the 
Word/^ asks Mr. John Wesley, '^ the Ministers 
of tiieir Parishes? Alas! they cannot; they 
f^ themselves neither know, nor live, nor tcQch the 
•f Gospel/' See Whitehead's Life of J. W. Vol 
II. p. 287. 

. In answer to the Bishop of London^ . who, in p. 
36 of bis Fourth Pastoral Letter^ alluding to the 
then new Sect, remarked, *' They profess to plant 
'^ and propagate a new Gospel unknown to the 
^f generality of Ministers and People in a Christian 
ff Country," Mr. Whitfield says. 
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*Tu true^ my Lord, in one sense, mine is a new 
Crospel, and will always be unknown to the ge- 
nerality of Ministers and People in a Christian 

'' Country, if your Lordship's Clergy follow your 

^* Lordship's directions." 

'< Preached in the evening, at Kennington Com- 

^' mon — God gave me great power, and I never 
opened my mouth so freely against the letterr 
learned Clergy of the Church of England. I 

'* should not die in peace, unless I bore my testi- 
mony against them." G. Whitfield, 4th Journal. 
My power and freedom of speech," says the 

same^ *' increased daily, and this afternoon I was 

^* carried out much against the unchristian princir 
pies and practices of the generality of our Clergy 
— If I want to convince Church of England 

'^ Protestants, I must prove* that the generality of 

'' their Teachers do not preach or live up to th^ 

<' truth as it is in Jesus/' G. W. 5th Journal, 

p. 32. 



* As far as the charge respected Doctrine, it is likely that 
his hearers accepted assertion instead of proof: and I would 
fearlessly ask by whorai this cliarge, although, again and agaiii 
ail hundred times repeated, has ever been substantiated against 
.us ? Let our accusers bring forward the Texts which we mia* 
quote, ox misinterpret. We are not infallible. We will either 
defend our own interpretation ; or adopt with thankfulness a 
better. Let them state what doctrines we deny or keep out of 
view. We will repel the charge, or recant our errors with siiv- 

cevity 

'^ Things 
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" Tilings being In this unpromising- state, the 
*' friends of tlie Reformation should bestir them-' 
" selves. They should try to point out the old 
" landmarks. This is more eepecially incumbent 
" upon the Clerg-y. It ts high time for them to 
" hold forth to their people the fundiimental Doc- 
*' trines of the Established Church, and to warn 
" ihem against tlie errors of Popery and Pharisa- 
" ism. With this view I have chosen," &c. &c, 
Mr. Romaine's Sermon on imputed Righteousness, 
Vol. III. 

" Our Church," says Romaine, Vol. IV. p. 162 
and 214, " has long refused to walk by the light of 
" the Gospel ;" and " when he," (our Saviour,) 
" comes to destroy a wicked infidel Church, he 
" will set these poor humble Christians," (pointing, 
we may suppose, to his acquiescing congTegationJ 
" on high out of the reach of affliction." 

" The Gospel was introduced to this benighted 
"s village by Wr. Pritchard eight years ago." Kvan- 
gelical Magazine for October^ 1S08. 



NorareSectaristsandour" Evangelical" brethren 
of the Clergy our only accusers. To this list I am 
sorry to be compelled to add the honoured name of 
AVilberforcCj whose zeal in the most holy of causes 
K'd liim, at the close of the last century, to censure 
the Sermons of that day. If tlie censure was de- 
eerved then, it ceases, 1 trust, to be applicable to the 
discourses now generall} delivered from our pulpilsr. 

Yet 
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Vet unhappily the censure is republished in every 
successive edition' of his admired work, and it is 
Quoted with undisguised satisfaction by many writers 
of the present day — By avowed Sectarists^ as the best 
apology for their secession ; and by some members 
of our own Church, as an admission in favor of 
their tenets^ on the ground that by the peculiar 
doctrines of Christianity, Mr. Wilberforce means 
those peculiar doctrines which are founded on the 
Calvioistic interpretation of Scripture. 



it 



In our days," says Mr. Wilberforce, " the pe- 
^' euliar doctrines of C hristianity have almost alto- 
^' gether vanished from the view. Even in many 
^' Sermons scarcely any traces are to be found/* 
Practical View> p. 39i 

' To all those who^ from whatever motive, (and I 
hope that the motive in general is a pure zeal for 
the IruthJ depreciate the labours of tiie Parochial 
Clei^y, 1 would olfef a caution, not in my own 
words, but in words of higher authority, in those of 
that respected Prelate, the late Bishop Gibson, in 
answer to the observation of Mr. Whitfield, that 
'* People would be every where willing to hear, if 
'^ the Ministers were ready to teach the truth as it 
" is in Jesus." 

'^ This is a heavy charge ; and- as it falls little 
** short of that of our Saviour against the Scribes 

** and 
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" and Pharisees, so it is delivered with little less 
*' authority. But I hope it is very far from the 
" truth ; and if it be meant (as it seems to be) of 
" the genei-alily of the Clergy of the Church of 
" England, as preaching Moralitj/ and not ChriS' 
" tianili/, it is impossible for the person who lays the 
" charge, to know whether it is true or not. And 
" therefore it ought, at leastj to have been laid with 
" greater degrees uf caution and restriction ; and 
" as it is not, one hardly knows what name to give 
" it. To call it a rash censure, is by far too 
" gentle. 

" The success of Ministers in the discharge of 
" their duty, depends greatly upon the esteem and 
" good opinion of their people : and they who g-o 
" about to represent the Parochial Clergy as unable 
" or unwilling to teach their people arightj are so 
" far answerable for defeating the good eSects that 
" iheir Ministry might otherwise have. Unless 
" they be weak enough to think, that itinerant 
" Preaching to confused multitudes is a more 
" effectual way to preserve Religion among us, 
" than Parochial Establishments and a settled 
" Ministry. At the same time that people profess 
" a greater zeal for Religion than their neigh- 
" hours, they should take care not to indulge them- 
" selves in .such liberties as evidently tend to Tseaken 
" and undermine that which, under God, is the 
" national support of it," Fourth Pastoral Letter, 

p. 8. 

A Charge 
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pA Charge of this J^fature might well have been 
diiregarded when it was in the mouth of a few 
Secedersfrom our Church, &c. P. 4. 

\ The founders of Methodism were for a longtime 
unwilling to be considered as Seceders from the 
Church of England. Even while they acted in 
violation of her discipline, and in defiance of her 
authority, they professed, and some of their fol- 
lowers still profess, to adhere most tenaciously to 
her formularies. It is no small source of triumph 
to our Church, that instituted upon the pure model 
of those which were planted by the Apostles them- 
selves, upheld by a discipline which has withstood 
the licentious cavils of the infidel, and which has not 
yet yielded, and I trust will never yields to the craftv 
undermining wiles of the enthusiast ; and venerated 
for the conformity of her doctrines with the holy 
source from whence they are derived, she has ge- 
nerally been the object of praise even to those who^ 
from various motives, have withdrawn from her 
Elstablishment ; and that the most violent schis- 
matics have impeached, not so much the original 
Institution, not so much the Discipline, not so much 
Uie Doctrines of our Church, as the faithfulness of 
ber Ministers, iq tt^eir support ; and that when they 

havo 



have themselves departed from tlie use of her Por- 
mulanes, they have been anxious to represent the 
departure to have been made in a few non-essential, 
unimportant instances, or have concealed it alto- 
gether. 

To justify these observations, and those which 
appear in my Sermon, I will add a few particulars 
respecting the Origin and Progress of the Sect of 
our Accusers, extracted chiefly from the work of 
Mr. William Myles, entitled " A Chronological 
" History of the People called Methodists," printed 
at Liverpool, without date, in which work he sets 
out with denominating this unwarranted schism, as 
I fear we must be content to call it, by the high title 
of " A Revival of Scriptural Christianity." 

" Mr. Wesley," he observes, " gives the follow- 
" ing account of the rise of Methodism." In 

1729, 
" My Brother and I, reading the Bible, saw 
" inward and outward holiness therein." Myles. 

" In his 3d Journal, p. 10, Mr. Wesley 
" says, ' One indeed in the faith — no longer 
" judges holiness to be an outward thing ; to 
" consist in doing no harm ; in doing good ; 
*' or using the ordinances of God.' " 



1735. 

" Mr. Wesley set out as Missionary for Georgia, 
' in Amei'ica. On his passage, and in America, 

" he 
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he became acquainted with the Moravians^ by 
whose instrumentality he saw the way of the 
Lord more perfectly^ viz. that holiness comes by 
Faith." Myles. 

" In his 4th Journal^ Mr. Wesley says, 
'' ' The Methodists had wandered many years 
'' in the new path of Salvation by Faith and 
'' Works, before God shewed them the old 
'* way of Salvation by Faith only.' 
^' In this year, Mr. George Whitfield joined the 
Society. JEtsA. 18." 



1738. 

Mr. Wesley and some Moravian Brethren formed 
themselves into a Religious Society. 

1739. 

" Mr. Wesley was denied the use of the Churches 
in London, because he preached Salvation (that 
is. Pardon and Holiness) by Faith^ although 
thousands crouded to hear him. So he stood up 
in Moorfields, and other public places, to preach 
the Gospel to the poor." Myles. 

They set out originally," says Lavington, 
with decency and order ; asked leave for the 
pulpit, had it, and might have kept it still, 
*' had not their reproachings of the lender; 
their enthusiastic and dangerous peculiari- 
ties, &c. made it necessary to refuse it. 
Hence they resolved to be revenged; aitd 
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" holding forth in unlicensed plates, and wfth'^ 
out a litence themselves, say they cannot 
die in peace without bearing testimony 
against the unchristian principles and prac- 
tices of those Priests of Baal, the generality 
of our Clergy.'' Lavinglon, Vol. I. p. 93. 
This/' Mr. Whitfield observes^ itkh some 

niiivete, '* puts me in mind of the Childi*en of 
Israel, first intreating leave of Og, Sihori^ 
&c. \j6 go quietly through the land^ but 
fighting their way throAgh, when leave wa^ 
denied. Like them, by the strength of my 
Divine Leader, 1 shall be more than con- 

'' queror over all the Canaan ites arid carhal 

" teachers/' Whitfield's 3d Journal, p. 79. 

1740. 

*' Mr. Wesley finally separated from the Mora- 
vians/' Myles. 

Who charge him with ** putting darkness for 
'* light, and light for darkness : preaching false 
doctrine; preachingPopery; instructing poor 
souls in such errors that they will be damned 
at last." See Wesley's 4th Journal, p. 49, &c. 
In this eventful year also, '' a separation took 
place between Mr. Wesley and Mr. Whitfield, 
'' so far as to have different places of worship, and 
'' to form different Societies, and some warrh ex- 
" pressions dropt from them towards each other." 
Myles. 

" Mr. 
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*' Mr. Whitfield told me/' says Mr. Wesley, 
'' he and I preached two different Gospels/' 
4th Journal^ p. 77. 

Mr. Wesley, in his Sermon on Free 
Grace, observes, ^ I am indispensably obliged 
to oppose Mr. Whitfield for the horrible 
blasphemies of his horrible doctrine/ '' 
They agree to differ in doctrine, yet fre- 
quently preach in each other's chapels; and 
Mr. Whitfield recommends Mr. Wesley never 
to speak against Election in his Sermons, ob- 
serving, " No one can say that I ever men- 
" tioned it in public discourses, whatever my 
^ private sentiments may be/' Whitfield's 
Works, Vol. I. p. 189. 
Upon this discordia concors the followers of Mr. 
Wesley were denominated Axminians, and those of 
Mr. Whitfield Calvinists. 

1744. 

The first Conference, or Synod of Preachers in 
the connection, was held in London ; and after the 
design of the Meeting had been proposed, they 
began to consider — " 1. What to teach? 2. How 
'' to teach ? 3. What to do ?" Myles. 

1745. 

^ At the second Conference, in answer to a ques- 
'* tion respecting Dreams, it was answered, ' We 
'' cannot deny that Saving Faith is often given in 

'^ Dreams 
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^' Dreains and Visions of the night/ To the ques« 
'* tion, ' Need we ever preach the terrors of the 
'^ Lord to those who know they are accepted of 
'^ Him ?' It was answered^ * No ; if is foHy so to do : 
'^ for love is to them the strongest of ail motives/ 
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'^ And after settling the Arminian sense of Inward 
*' Sanctification^ this question was seriously dis- 
*' cujssed : ^ What will become of a Heathen, a 
'^ Papist, a Church of England Man, if he dies 
'' without being thus sanctified?' The answer: 
^' ' He cannot see the Lord ! ! !' " Myles. 

1746. 

'^ At the third Conference, one question was, 
" ' Wherein does our doctrine now differ from that 
we preached when at Oxford ?* Answer : ' Chiefly 
in these two points. 1. We then knew nothing of 
that Righteousness of Faith in Justification, nor, 
'* 2. Of the nature of Faith itself, as implying Con- 
'^ sciousness of Pardon/ " Myles. 

1747. 

»• • 

^' We have been blesstiB," says Mr. Wesley, in 
a letter to his brother, '.in preaching the great 
truths of the Gospel, although we tacked to them, 
in the simplicity of our hearts, a proposition which 
was not true.' " Myles. 

; 1755. 

'^ At the. twelfth Conference, 'The point,' ob- 

" serves 
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^ «rvet Bfr. Wesley^ ^ on which we desired all the 
** Preachers to speak their minds at large, w»i, 
^ Whether we ought to separate from the Church ? 
^' Whatever was advanced on the one side or the 
** other was seriously and calmly considered : and, 
** on the third day, we were all fully agreed in that 
^* general conclusion, That whether it was /aio/iiZ or 
^ Boty it was. no ways expedient/ " Myles. 

1760. 

^ In this year, a great revival of religion," to use 
Mr. Myles's own words, *^ took place among the 
** Methodists. Many persons, men and women, 
'' professed to be cleansed from all unrighteousness 
" and made perfect in love, in a momeht, often 
'* while hearing the word, but more frequently 
'' while at prayer, or while others were praying for 
" them/' Mr. Wesley thus speaks of it : * Here 
^ began that glorious Work of Sanctiflcation, 
'^ which had been nearly at a stand for twenty 
" jears.'" Myles. 

« « ■ • • 

1763. 



. " At.tbe close of this year/' Mr. Wes|ey observes, 
** Many years ago my Brother frequently said, 
^ * Ypvr day of Penteoo^t is not fully icome — but I 
** 4oubt w^X it will. Add you will tben hear, of 
** p^r^Qs sanctified as frequently as you do now 
" rtf R?wn» j?*rtifted.% Any unprgudij^^pe^pn, 

' F '' who 
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*' who has read the accounts in my Journals, may 

f* observe that it was now fully come." ; Myles.: • 

: .'^ He frequently noted the work, at this 

f^ time, as being what St. Paul calls. St At 

; '.* perfecting of the Saints.' *' 



1763. 

... ; . • • • 

« 

At the twentieth Conference, the. views of Mr. 
Wesley and the Preachers, and the principle on 
which they acted, were put on record in their mi- 
putes. A question was proposed for discussipn, 
^ What may we reasqnably believe to be God's 
' design in raising up the Preachers called Metho: 
dists ?' The Answer : ** To reform the Nation, 

'* PARTICULARLY THE ChURCH, AND TO SPREAD ScRlP- 
*^* TURAL HpUNESS THROUGH THE LaND." MylcS. . 

% k ♦ ■ • • . ■ . 

n&i. 

• « 

• ' ' ' I ft 

"Mr. Wesley wrote his feroous Catholic Epistle 
to all the Converted Clergy (that he knew) in 
England. Out of fifty or sixty persons whom he 
wrote to, only three deigned to answer.'* Myles. 
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1768. 

Thelwenty-fiflh Conference. Mr. Myles remaHcs, 
ihAt ** the Woilc of God seemed to be then at a 
*' stand in the circuits. This led to the folleivlng 
'' enquiry — Q; What can he ^ done -to revive and 
f' ^ilarge th^ Work of God ? A.- After s*ven other 
f^ ext>edieAt8, Sthly; Pn^ch Christian Perfection; 

« as 
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"Ma ^dual and instantaneous blessing," (utrum 
horum mavis accipe) " and press it upon all be- 
" lievers as their privilege." " That we may all 
" speak the same thing, I ask," exclaimed Mr. 
Wealey, "once for all, shall we defend this Perfec- 
" tion or give it up ? You all agree to defend it, 
" meaning thereby, as we did from the beginning, 
" Salvation from all Sin by the Ixive of God and 
" our Neighbour filling the Heart ?" Myle». 

1770. 

The twenty- seventh Conference, To raise a 
bulwark against Anlinomiunism, propositions were 
agreed to which ought to have led those wlio as- 
sented to tbem back to the Church of England (sec 
Myles, p. 107, 108, &c.) But tbey were declared 
by otliera of their connexion to contain " dreadful 
" heresy," and they brought on a long and fierce 
controversy between tlie C'alvinists and Arminiaus. 
The curious reader may consult 

Remarks by J. tVeslet/ on Mr. HiU's Farrago 

double distilled. 
Itetcher's Checks to Anlinomiantsm, in annwer 
to the Hon. and Rev. Mr. Shirley, to Pietas 
Oxoniensis. and to other Works of Messrs. 
Richard and Rowland Hill, in 7 vols. I2mo. 
^n Answer to Toplady's Vindication of the 

Decrees. 
An easy Method to vnite the professing Peo- 
e of God, &c. &c. &c. 

r2 It 
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It waa at this Conference that Mr. Wesley made 
this renmitablc admission, during the discussions 
respecting doctrine. " Q. What have we been dis- 
" puling about for these thirty years ? A. I am afraid, 
" about words." Myles. 

Mr. Wesley nevertheless says, on another 

occasion, " It is plain to me that the whole 

" work of God, termed, Methodism, is an 

" extraordinary Dispensation of his Provi- 

" dencc." 

But God is not the Juthor of Confusion but of 

Peace, as in alt Ckwchcs of the Saints. (I Cor. 

xiv. 33.) How different from that dispensation of 

his Providence which the Aptsllcs were ordained to 

preach to the world. The Apostles did not hesitate 

respecting the Doctrines they were to teach — or 

what having laughtj they shuald afterwards give up. 

Though dispersed through all the known regions of 

Die earth, they all preached the same doctrines, and 

sealed the truth of them with their blood. .And the 

multitude of them that believed were of one heart 

and of one soul. (Acts iv. 33.) 

Mr. Whitfield died .in this year. From this time 
doctrinal points were seldom discussed at any length 
in the Conferences. I shall, therefore, pass on to 
a most serious subject, whicli is treated however 
very lightly and briefly by our chronologist — the ' 
alterations in the Liturgy, made hy Mr. ^Vesley. 



1785. 

The forty-second Conference. Mr. Wedey 
liaviDg invited those Preacliers by name, whom he 
wished to attend, to the number of seventy or more, 
congratulates himself that there was no contention 
or altercation. With theii- acquiescence, he ap- 
pointed three well-tried Preachers to administer in 
Scotland, and to introduce the Common Prayer, 
which be had mutilated and eviscerated, under the 
name of abridging; it. The Scotch Mettiodists sc- 
ented the Men, but rejected the Book. 

1786. 
At the forty-third Conference, Mr. Wesley i«- 
commendcd the same garbled Liturgy with better 
success to the English Societies under his jarisdic- 
tioo, witli the title of " The Sunday Service of tiie 
" Methodists." In this abridgement he not only 
omitted many of the Holidays, and all our occasional 
Services, os " answering no vaJuable end," and made 
otjier considerable curtailments to gratify those of 
bis followers who had complained of the length of 
the Service, but altered the Rubric and Zjcssons, and 
struck out such parts of the Olbces of Baptism and 
Burial as appear to have militated againiit his doc- 
trines, omitting the whole of the Catecliism and the 
Nicene and AUianasian Creeds. Many Psalms, and 
parts of Psalms he left out, as being, to use his own 
defeocc, " highly improper fur the mouttis of a 
" Christian 
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Christian cong:rcgation." Of the havoc made by 
his sacrilegious pen, amon^ those most beautiful 
elusions of humility, contrition, and praise, some 
idea may be formed from the following account, 
extracted from Dr. Noll's Bampton Lectures, p. 
153. " Thirty-four Psalms have been entirely 
"^iscai'ded : sixly-one have been extremely muti- 
" lalcd : and of the remaining fifly-five, there are 
" very few which have not been in many places 
" altered from the commonly received version,*' 
Reader \ among the Fsalius thus discarded or ml 
tilaled, as being in wliole, or in part, " unfit f« 
" ullerance in a Christian congreg-ution," are the 
greater part of those which are pmpliotic of our 
Holy Redeemer, which our Holy Redcemei 
ferrcd to as being prophetic of himself, and ev( 
that which in his last agonies He used in attesi 
tion of its having foreshewn those agonies and 
the resignation of his meek spirit to the hands of 
his Heavenly Father. 

After so presumptuous a rejection of tiie Word 
of God, it wilt be less surprising that he should 
have disregarded llie o|)iiiions uf fallible men, at 
not have scrupled lo alter the Articles of Fati 
But the most inconsiderate reader is aware that 
the Articles of our Faith are founded on the Word 
of God, as understotxl by men (tf deep erudition, of 
unfeigned picly, and of iHed sincerity of heart ; lo 
whose labours and sufl^ring's, even unto death, in 
attestation of tlieir trutli, we are indebted, under 
Providence, 
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Provitlencp, for our glorioua Reformation. He w 
aware that these Articles have been sanctioned by 
the subscription of all who had been admitted after 
examination to the sacred office of expounding the 
Scriptures as Ministers of the Church of Eng;laiid : 
that the mutilator of tlieir doctrines himself volun- 
tarily and ex nnimo subscribed to their truth, as 
one of his qualifications for the office of a preacher. 
Yet these Articles, to the truth of the whole of 
which he had subscribed, he has altered and re- 
duced in number from Tliirly-nine to Thirty-five. 
In the Article on Baptism he left out the words, 
thereby as by an instrument tketf that receive 
Saptistn rightly, are grajied into the Church: 
the promises of the forgiveness of sins, and of 
our adoption to be the sons of God 6y the Hob/ 
Ghost, are visibly signed and seated : faith is 
confirmed, and grace increased, by virtue of 
prayer unto God*. And the sanction for re- 
taining; 



• SeeThirty-nineArticlcsof Religion.— Art. 27. OfBap. 
lltm. ^^\e Controversy on the Bubjeet of Daptism, carried on 
at the present time, may throw tome light on hig rejection of 
tlii» fundamental part of the Article in question.—" It is 
" strange," euys Bishop Marsti, in the fourth part nf his most 
vuluablc .Academical Lectures, " that such efTorts should notr 
" be made to detach Regeneration from Raptism, though we 
iwledge that in the estimation of those who 
" make such e&brts, the Eeparation Is highly useful. For«s 



taming; the Baptism of InfantB is omitted, namely, 
iU being most agreeable with the institution of 
Christ. 

The whole of the irjth Article he expunged. 
It declares that Christ alone was without sin. Otd 
its incompatibility with the doctrine of man's sin- 
less perfection offend him i" He should liave re- 
collected that St. John supphed our Reformers 
with the basis of this Article. If toe say that mjc 
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth i$ 
not in MS. (1 John i. 8.) 

The 18th Article he also rejected. Was it ap- 
prehended that the zeal of some of his adherenta 
might cool, if they believed that they were not 



" soon as ItegeneraUoA ii dfttacfied from Baptism, it ma^ ba 
" employed on of Acf- occasions : it may be made the imtru- 
" mom nf Conversiou at a later age : and thus tlie pange of 
" llie New Birth may become tokens of admission t» that 
" Iioly state, which ttie Converti arc tnuglit to expect in vain 
" from a Sacrament deprived of its Spiritual Grace. But 
" strange as this Doctrine may appear, it is yet more strange, 
" Ibat men should detach Regeneration from Baptism, and 
" still jtrelend to be ClmrcliuKri, There is no possitilc Artifice, 
'* by -wlucli the words of our Baptismal Services can be dig- 
•* torlttl from their real meaning.** The opponents of Bap- 
lismal Uegenerntion who still pretend io be C/mrcliinen, would 
do wisely to imilate the adroiiness of Mr. Wesley, and ex- 
punge from the OfUces for Baptism every sentence which 
militates ngainst their notions. But then indeed what would 
liicy Ivava of tbein ! 

saved i 




taved h^ the sect uthich the^professed, and that 
*• a Heathen, a Papist, mid even a Church of 
U " England man," though he died without the Ar- 
L^Dun contdousness of inward sanctificatioD, might 
fijret be adiniltcd hereafter to the presence of the 
[ Lord ! 

Before I bring this tedious, but I hope not use- 
lijless Note to a close, I will just add, that Mr. 
l>|fyles's work contains a very curious Appendix, in 
li.VhiGh it appears, that of thoae whom he stiles the 
. mce of Methodist Preachers, 96 ia number, 
vra 1740 to 1765- 

' Thirty-seven departed from the serrice, three 
'. were expelled, thirty-eight died in llie work, and 
1^ only eighteen continued at the latter period 
' labouring witli their brethren." It is calculated 
that at the same time there were ten thousand re- 
gularly ordained Ministers of the Church of Eng- 
gland, all men of education, and surely not all 
williout knowledge in tiic Scriptures, who tlionght 
that they were preaching the Gospel in its purity. 
But the ten thousand were mistaken. The eigh- 
teen monopolized the inestimable gift of interpre- 
tation of Scripture ! 

Bj' the subsequent list of Preachers, admitted 
every year into the Connection, it appears that 
about one half, on an average, were every year 
either expelled, or resigned their office. (He does 
not continue to make a separate class of each.) 
This circumstance, however, seems not to have 

had 



had any wholesome effect on the mind of the 
Fonnder. 

" I know," says Mr. Wesley, " that the Esta- ' 
" biishment of our Communion may be opposed, 
" because many of its Teachers are reputed bad. 
" But with reg-ard to myself, the wisdom of God 
" has guarded against this pretence, in a remark- 
" able manner. — What person could have been 
" less liable to objection than myself, whom the 
" Almighty hath employed ? Indeed I cannot de- 
" vise what manner of man could have been more 
" unexceptionable on all accounts. I see not 
" wiiat God could have done more in this respect, 
" which he hath not done; nor what instrument he 
"■ could have employed in such a work, less liable 
•' lo exception." 

J. W. 3d Appeal, pi 14. 

.After this account of Methodism, is it too much. J 
lo Bay that it appears to have been born of Error, 
arising out of a partial view of God's Word : to I 
iiave been nurtured bv Spiritual Pride, arising out' 
of a partial view of Gnd's Providences : and to j 
subsist now by the promise of easier terms of sal- 
vation, than tlie Gospel, impartially considered, ■' 
will be found to warrant ? 

But if this be not admitted by such as have l 
drank deep of its inebriuling doctrines, let us con- 
jure those at lea^l who mny still be hesitating 
whether 
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whether Tor them they shall Toreake the simplicity 
of the doctrines they learn in our Churclies, to try 
1 pretensions to the character of a new dispcnsa- 
[ tion by some knonn and acknowledged rules. The 
[ Beet has existed now nearly a century. Does it 
•ppear that the world was lying in such wickedness 
, or error at the era of its first promul^tion, as to 
I jrequire a new dispensation ? Were there any pre- 
[ liminary intimations to usher in this da^ -star from 
0R high ? Did the first propagators evince their 
Divine Mission by miracles, hy transcendent vir- 
[■ toes, hy even freedom from error in the doctrines 
' they were commissioned to preach ? Has Super- 
stition tied from the rising splendour of these new 
truths? Has Human Reason bowed before the 
Hew doctrines } Has Spiritual Pride humbled her- 
' iclf ? Has Hypocrisy, in shame, thrown away her 
mask ? Has Vice forsaken her impure gratifica- 
tions ? 1 wish not to give oiTence, but the holy 
cause of Religion prompts tlie question, — What 
are the fruifs of this new Scriplure-koliness spread 
through the land? If these new doctrines have 
not produced in such as have embraced them a 
marked and acknowledged advancement in true 
holiness of life, beyond that of the rest of the 
Christian world, let us conjure those who have not 
yet been persuaded tlrnt tliey can elsewhere hear 
more true doctrine, not rashly to abandon the 
Church of their forefathers, but to try our doctrines, 
whether they be those of Christ and of his Apos- 
tles. 
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tks. If they be not^ the woner an '' infidM 
Church" is destroyed^ the better. If they be, may 
God in his mercy forgare our dandenen and tan 
their heartA !. 



jbtd 



And Jir%t let us defend our addressing our$eice8 
to the Reason of our Hearers. P. 6. 



I think it necessary to place in the front of the 
discussion our claim to address the ReaBon, as a 
point which must be conceded to us, before any 
diBcussion can be availing. Nor is this precaution 
iQperfluous. Althougli the more guarded of our 
accusers, do not, perhaps, deny the claim, yet are 
they perpetually depreciating human Reason, and 
proscribing human Learning not merely as insuffi- 
I dent aids in the interpretation of Scripture: but 
(confounding them with the pride of Heathen Phi- 
losophy, or the \'ainer principle, which in Sceptic 
Sciolists of the Christian era has often usurped the 
name of Reason and Knowledge,) as being in direct 
hostility to the truths of the Gospel, and insur- 
mountable obslaclcs to the spiritual improvement 
of our nature. Moreover, a living Member of our 
Church, whose preaching is attended by thousands. 
Mid whose works have the most extensive circula- 
tion throughout the kingdom, (Dr. Hawker) says, 
in one of the most popular of his Publications, 
(" On the Spirit's Work in the Heart." 6th vol. 
of his Works) " The time is arrived, which the 
" Apostle predicted, when Men wilt not endure 
" sound 
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" sound doctrine *. And it is in vain to oppose 
" argument to ar^ment: for even the Scripture* 
" themselves are perverted and wrested by the 
" several advocates of tlie various Heresies of the 
" fvesenl day, to countenance their several tenets. 
" But in the Blessed Spirit's work in the heart 
" there can be no possibility of error." The evil 
we cannot but acknowledge. The Scriptures sire. 



* It bad been perliapa to tlie edification of many of IiW ' 
Readen, if the Author had finished the prediction of the 
Apostle, and lefl die application to their aim sagucity. There 
would be much less, I luipect, of Scctarism and Schism withia 
or without the Church, if Readers, when they see parts of 
verses quoted, would examine the context from which they 
ftate been borrowed. For their benefit I am tempted to sup- 
ply tht deficiency in the present quotation. Timothy, an au- 
thorised expounder of Scripture, commissi uned by the Apostle 
himself to re-establish order in the Church at Ephesus, and 
to oppose the Falte Teachers, who were already beginning to 
seduce the new converts, is here solenmly charged (not to 
decline argument aa useless, or to leate the Ephesian-: to be 
directed by their own fancies, under the name of immciliaie 
InspiriiUon, but) to preach the worJ, (the Holy Scripturoi 
which he had learnt from his childhood) la he instant in irasoit, 
and oiil qfteason, to reprove, to rebuke, to exhort, with all lon^ 
suffiring and Doctrine. For, mark well the Apostte'K motive 
for so much affectionate earnestness, For Ike lime mil con 
vihen Oieif mill uol endure sound Doctrine ; Iml njier their cr 
Imtfi thall Iheff heap to ihemtelves Teachers, having itching ears .• 
Atfd theg thall turn acoay their eartjrom- the truth, and thull be 



turned unlo/iilila. (2 Tim. iv. 2, 3, 4,) 
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indeed, perverted and wrested by advocates of va- 
rious Heresies ; and for proof, tiiat they are often 
tortured into an expression of Sectarian preposses- 
sions, we need not go further tlian to the publica- 
tions (some of wliich I shall presently have occa- 
sion to notice) of the Author of tliis complaint ; 
but the proposed alternative we may not be so 
ready to admit. " The Spirit's Work in the 
" Heartj" (by which is meant, a sensible impres- 
sion of the meaning of any passag;e of Holy Writ, 
made immediately by the Divine Spirit upon the 
human mind, in contradistinction to that sense 
which presents itself to us, as the plain dictate of 
L the Judgment or the fair inference of Reason, aided 
' by the ordinary, tlie general, the imperceptible 
illumination of the Holy Ghost) seems to have led 
our complainant into too many errors in the expo- 
sition of Scripture, to tempt us to abandon our 
reason, and discard our learning, however imper- 
, feci they may be, for the still more imperfect gui- 
: of the Fancy, the vain Imagiiiution of the 
ug brain, under the imposing title of direct 
l^piritual Cunmiunications. 

How, indeed, let us ask, are these direct suggcs- 

Ltions of the Spirit to be discerned from the natural 

L workings of the mind, already diumincd by the 

, truths of Revelation ? And could we disceni them. 

how can wc be assured, except by their conformity 

with Revelation, that these suggestions come from 

the 



ihe Holy Spirit of God* ? The Author of Revfr* 
tation has vouchsafed lo caution u» not to bcheva i 
e»ery Spirit, but to try ike Spirits whether tkey bt 
of God, (I John, 1^4.) The caution has refer-* 
ence not only to the trial of the Spirits as they 
manifest themselves in other persons, but also afl 
ihcy inlluence our own Faith and Practice. Now 
when from any bias on our minds, when from an^ 
prepossession of our hearts, we are inclined to be- 
lieve that which our reason would otherwise dis- 
avow, as contrary to its plainest dictates ; wbea 
we are disposed, or as the phrase is, impelled to 
do that which our judgement would disapprove hi 
persons not so impelled, then assurcilly, a con* 
trouling Spirit is at work within us, but 1 fear that i 



* " When the Uoli/ Ghoit (saith He) tkaU come, he ihail k 
" you into all Truth. What truth doili lie mean I fkVf J 
'< other than lie himself liad before expressed ii) his Worcl F J 
' No. For he Bailli, He shall take of mine, and shew unto 1 
'you. Again, he shall bring you in remembrance of aU 4 
' tliipgs that I have told you. It is not then the duty and A 
" part of any Christian, under the pretence of thu Holy | 
" Ghuat, to bring in liis own Dreams and Pbantusies into 
" Cliurch ; but he must diligently provide that his Doctrin^ J 
" and Decrees bo agreeable to Christ's Holy Testament [ 
■ ntherwiae m making the Holy Ghost the Author thereof, he * 
" dotU blaspheme and belie the Holy Ghost, to Ids ovn coo- 1 
" damnation," 

Homily for Whitsunday. Part S, . 



we shall find it to be not the Spirit nfTViUh, but of 
Error, (I John 4—6;) not the Holy Spirit, but 
(be Spirit of Evil. 

This supernatural gift of discerning of Spirits, 
was bestowed in the very earliest infancy of the 
Church, on a chosen few, and men were soon left 
to try the Spirits by the rules of common sense and 
reason. Among the foremost of those who have 
in every age pretended to peculiar manifestations 
of the Spirit were the followers of Montanus, whose 
Heresy began in the second century. It may be 
worth while to digress for a minute to enquire iiow 
these Prototypes of Schism were tried in the first 
Council which was held after the age of the Apos- 
tles. In my parochial retirement, I have not the 
means of consulting their history in the original 
words of Eusebius, but the writer, wliose report 
from that history I subjoin, will be recognised by 
every sound Theologian as most unexceptionable 
testimony : I allude to Dr. George Hickes, Dean 
of Worcester, whom his present Majesty in the 
ever memorable interview with which he honoured 
Dr. Beattie, happily characterized as one of the 
Giants in Sacred Literature, In his excellent Sef- 
mon entitled, ■' The Spirit of Enthusiasm Exor- 
cised," preached before the University of Oxfiird, 
at a Public Act, A. D. 1680, (page 38 of the fourth 
edition, which he printed thirty years afterwards,) 
he observes, " I question not, but they had other 
" tests besides these, by which to try the Spirits, 



the Holy Spirit of God* ? The Author of Rew 
lation has vouchsafed lo caution as not to bclie< 
every Spirit, but to ir^ the Spirits whether theif \ 
of God, (1 John, 1—4.) The caution has ref« 
ence not only to the trial of the Spirits as iH^ 
manifest themselves in other persons, but also ( 
ihcy inRuence our own Paith and Practice. Noi 
when from any bias on our minds, when from aw 
prepossession of our hearts, we are inclined to t 
lieve that which our reason would otherwise dM 
avow, as contrary to its plainest dictates ; whei 
we are disposed, or as the phrase is, impelled I 
do that which our judgement would disapprove trt 
persons not so impelled, then assuredly, a con- 
troulin^ Spirit is at work within us, but 1 fear Ihi 



* " WhtH Ike Hoiif Ghost (saith HeJ ihall come, he shati It 
" j/ou into ail TrutA. What truth doih he mean ,' 
" other than he himself had before expressed in his Word 
* No> For he saith, He ahalt take of mine, and shew u 
' you. Again, tie shall bring you in remembrance of m 
' things that I have told jou. It is not then the duty a 
" part of auy Christian, under the pretence of the Holy 
'' Ghuat, to bring in liis own Dreams and Phantasies into the 
" Church; but he must ddigeutly provide that lus DoctnU- 
" and Decrees bo agreeable to Chiist's Holy Testanieiit^ 
" otherwbe iu making the Holy Gliotl ihc Author thereof, I 
■■ doth blaspheme und belie the Holy Gho^t, to his own col 
" damnation." 

Hocoily for W'hitsuaday. Part 2. ll 
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we shall find it to be not the Spirit nfTrutfi, but of 
Error, (I John 4 — 6;) not the llolj' Spirit, but 
the Spirit of Evil. 

This supernatural gift of discerning of Spirits, 
was bestowed in the very earliest infancy of the 
Church, on a chosen few, and men were soon left 
to try the Spirits by the rules of common sense and 
reas<jn. Amon^ the foremost of those who have 
in every age pretended to peculiar manifestations 
of the Spirit were the followers of Montaniis, whose 
Heresy begnn in the second century. It may be 
worth white to dig^ress for a minute to enquire how 
these Prototypes of Schism were tried in the first 
Council which was held after the age of the Apos- 
tles. In my parochial retirement, I have not the 
means of consulting their history in the original 
words of Euscbius, but the writer, whose report 
from that history I subjoin, will be recognised by 
every sound Tlicologian as most unexceptionable 
testimony ; I allude to Dr. George Hiclces, Dean 
of Worcester, whom his present Majesty in the 
ever memorable interview with which he honoured 
Dr Bcattie, happily characterized as one of the 
Giants in Sacred hitenture. In his excellent Ser- 
mon entitled, " The Spirit of Enthu^-iasm Exor- 
cised," preached before the University of Oxford, 
at a Public Act, A. D. I(i80, (page 38 of the fourth 
edition, which lie printed thirty years afterwards,) 
he observes, " I question not, but they had other 
' tests besides these, by which to try the Spirits, 



the dialinction is adroitly chosen by those who nits- 
interpret in their own favour, and to our reproach 
the often-quoted arj^uraeiit from St. Paul, 37ic 
Xetter killetk, but flic Spirit gwctk life. 2 Cor. 
jii. 6. DoubUess we find the Apostle affirming 
this lotidcm verbis, but not in the sense which 
they annex to them. St. Paul could never mean to 
contradistinguish the Letter of Holy Writ, which 
is no less than the Letter of tlic Spirit, from any 
secret unrecorded communication of the Spirit. 
To that Letter he referred as t!ie basis of all 
Faith whenever he reasoned with the People, it 
was the already recorded Letter that the Holy 
Spirit himself commanded Philip to expound to the 
Ethiopian Nobleman, instead of influencing his 
Heart by any special Illumination. To that Letter 
our Saviour himself appealed, when he so con- 
vinced the two journeying Disciples, that, before 
they were conscious of the authority of the Speaker, 
their hearts burnt within them, as he taUced with 
thern by the way, and while he opened to tkem the 
Scriptures, This Letter therefore, even before 
the Canon of Scripture was completed by the 
publications of the Evangelists and Apostles, St. 
Paul meant nol to disparage, as requiring new and 
continual Inspiration to unfold its meaning : mucb 
less could it have been his object to leave in the 
midst of his own inspired Writings a caution which 
■would render them useless as a rule of Faith and 
Practice. On the other hand, lie was urgent wilb 

those 
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those to wliom he addressed his Epistles, to prove 
alt things in order that they might hold fast that 
which is good; and when he wrote to Timothy, 
whose office it was to leach others, he charges him 
I to hold fast the form of sound words, which he 
had heard of him : nor did he in this passage of 
his Epistle to the Corinthians urge the necessity of 
farther illumination of the Spirit to discover more 
therein than the words of Inspiration contained ; 
but it was through his whole comment on the dif- 
t ffrence between the Letter and the Spirit, figura- 
} live and affectionately impassioned as the stile 19, 
his high aim to shew the superiority of the Chris- 
I (ian Covenant to the Law of Moses. The Mosaic 
ri)ispen6ation was the Letter written in Tables of 
ne, the Gospel of Christ was lite Ministration 
Wifthe Spirit, in accomplishment of Prophecy, im- 
iressed on the fleshly tables of the Heart. The 
Iffirst Covenant n-as indeed glorious, though only a 
f lype and shadow of the second ; how much more 
^g^orious therefore that which those types pre- 
figured, and in whose rising light those shadows 
melted away ! The Law was a Ministration of 
Condemnation. Under it Mankind was doomed to 
death, the punishment of transgression. The Gos- 
pel was the Ministration of Righteousness or Jua- 
tification. Under it fallen Man was restored upon 
Faith and Repentance, through the redeeming 
Merits of Christ to a state of righteousness and 
consequent capability of Salvation. Well there- 
fore 



fore miglit the Holy Apostle express his thankful- 
ness that lie was enabled by the Grace of God, to 
become a Minister of Ihis new Covenant — a Cove- 
nant not of the Letter, but of the Spirit~for the 
Letter kiUeth, but the Spirit giveth life. See the 
context, 2 Cor. iii. 

How inadequate a conception of the Apostle's 
Argument must be obtained by tlie Reader of the 
last quoted Essay ! who, after being taught to 
examine himself whether he has " this testimony 
" to the work of the. Spirit in his heart," and di- 
rected to " let this be the standard with him at 
" least for ascertaining all the doctrines proposed 
" to him by men," is at length cautioned in the 
following words, " Before I take leave of the 
" Reader, I would fii-st very earnestly beg of him 
" to be careful that the convictions of these things 
" he not in his instance the convictions of the Let- 
" ter but oi the Spirit. Remember wliat an Apos- 
" tic saith ; the Letter kiUeth, the Spirit giveth 
" life !" (Sec Hawker on the Spirit's Work in 
(he Heart). 

We concede to our Accusers that human Learn- 
ing is a carnal aid ; but let us maintain that it is all 
aid suited to our carnal nature : we confess that' 
what we see by our Reason icc see as through a 
glass, dnrlcli/ ; that what wc know by our Judg- 
ment, however cKcrcIsed, jse know onlj/ in part ; 
for in our present state Reason is clouded by Pre- 
judice, and Judgment warped by Passion, and 

there 
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tliere are high mysteries, which as it concerns us 

Dot at present to know, we are gifted with no 

present power of apprehending ; and we fervently 

•spire after that promised period when we shall no 

longer need these carnal guides ; when dispossessed 

of all incuMibninces of the Flesh, ice shall see face 

' to face, and shall know even as we also are known. 

I But for llie conBumnialion of these devout wisties 

I we must wait in patience with Faith and Hope. 

1 even till Faith is swallowed up in the reality of 

[ Ibinga now hoped for ; and Hope is lost in the 

f tctual enjoyment of things now unseen. 

But were the premises, moreover, fairly esta- 
' blislied, by those who reproach us for our Letter- 
learning, the consequence is not legitimately de- 
duced. If for want of an higher aid, we employ 
buman wisdom, such as it is, (for 1 would neither 
t magnify nor depreciate its power) in the exposi- 
r tion of Scripture ; if we apply the knowledge 
rvhich we may have ourselves acquired, and the 
rtecumulated learning of others to that holy Book, 
which we are taught and commanded by its Au- 
thor to search into, to divide, and to compare, it 
does not follow that we thereby disparage His 
sacred olhce, or incur the penalty of forfeiting his 
heavenly direction. It does not surely follow that 
■ucli of our Accusers as prostrate their Reason and 
renounce human Learning, are in consequence 
necessarily more favoured by the Spirit, or more 
likely to recommend themselves to his especial 
, guidance. 



guidance. As T^carners, wbich of the two, I wonid 
ask, may raCher be said, *' to dUdain the teaching . 
" of the Spirit," the Rational Enquirer who makei 
it his constant study to examine those Writingi 
which the Holy Spirit has indited, hv the tig'ltUl 
however faint, of that Reason which lie has voucli 
safed to us as our conductor ? — Or the EnthosiaiA'l 
who spurns this hallowed gift, and follows, undof | 
whatever high pretension^, the uncertain glimmer^l 
ing of his own unsteady Imagination ? As Teaclien 
of the sacred Oracles of Truth, which of the tw 
docB most despite to that higli my!>lerious powe^ 
to whose more immediate Agency the human Sudtfl 
is during its hour of trial in the flesh cnlrusletyl 
the self-appointed Minister who rushes unsent, uiMl 
called, into the Sanctuary, usurps in confidencfrJ 
theoflice of an Instructor, disregards the labours a|l 
pious and learned men from the age of the Apoawfl 
ties to the present times, sets even the Apostles i^n 
opposition lo cacli other, although equally inspired 
by the God of Truth, and argues, when lie con- 
descends to argue, from isolated passages against 
the general doctrine even of the same Apostle ; 
and all this under the presumed sanction of tliat 
Spirit wUk lohom is no variableness nor skadt 
of turning ? — Or he, who having prepared himsd 
by education, as did (he Sons of tlie Prophets ta 
(heir schools, and in conformity with tlie example I 
of Chrisl, wlio submitted to every poUttcal ort 
nancCj seeks for the autliorily of the, successors a 

theJ 



ihc Apostles in tlievery form which the Holy Spirit 

•uggested to the Apostles, before he presumes to 
banter upon the sacred office of a Teacher, and 
Ivho in the public formularies which he is ordained 
FtQ administer continually prays for that continual 
I kelp, which he ever stands in need of; for those 
I general and ordinary illuminations of the Spirit 
llriiich are promised to enable us to apprehend 
liright the awful truths of Salvation ? 

Our Accusers inveigh against our Learning-. 
I Would that we had more of this useful qualiQca- 
l^ioii for our Ministry, at which they are so scauda- 
I Used ! VVe would bear the rcproacli of it. But 
I we will grant that Learning will ever be the stone 
laf itumbling, and the rock of oETcnce to the En- 
I'lbusiast. They who ect up the suggestions of 
l<|beir own prurient fancies, the intimations, though 
undiscerned by themselves, of their heated 
I ^ftssions, under the name of " the Work of the 
I'jF Spirit in their hearts," and fall down and wor- 

ihip the golden image of their own forming, the 
m^ifi they have set vp in their hearts, (I£zekiel xiv. 
uAt) must ever be otfended with such Learniug as 
||bey find, or rather, if they did not despise it, might 

ind in the pages of Barrow, of Cltillingworth, of 
looker, of Horsley, of Taylor, of Watson, and 
r a ho^t of Churclimcn, wliose names and whose 

Works pass before my mind ii) too rapid a succes- 
EHi, aud with too great an etl'ulgence to admit of 
either 
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either a full enumeration, or a discreet selection i 
all of whom were calleti upon at various times I 
eualain our holy Sion against avowed and seen 
Enemies : to defend the pure doctrines of Chris* J 
tianity, on the one hand, against the cavils of I 
fidelity ; on the other, against the deluding dream 
of Fanaticism : and who elTected their hi^h pur- 
pose by opposing argument, irrefragable arga« I 
ment, if not to argument ; to untenable assertioiUgi 
to calumnies again and again refuted. 

The Accusers of the regular Clergy in the pr& 
sent day give, we allow, but slender encoun 
ment, as far as Ihemselves are concerned to "op 
" pose argument to argument." While they ctaiiff^ 
it as their privilege to refer the decision of theo- 
logical Controversy to the Scriptures not as mani- 
fest to the Reason by the aid of human learning 
with tlie ordinary assistance of the Holy Spirit, 
but as made known to a chosen few by supernatursl 
lights darted into their quiescent minds, like the 
beams which first penetrated tlie stagnant mass of 
chaos, they at once bespeak, and almost insure our 
silence. Solid arguments, would they descend 
from their airy heights to use such earthly armour, 
we could meet, resist, and, 1 trust, successfully 
repel. But with their Spiritual fancies, with their 
" liurcal mockeries" of sense, our " carnal" wea- 
pons of ratiocination would maintain a very un- 
equal contest, Ab far therefore as concerns them- 
"■• • Klves 
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selves alone, we acknowledge tliat in attempting 
to controvert such pretensions, we contend with 
shadows, wc beat the atr. 

And I have already intimated that it is not for 
them that I have been prevailed upon to publish 
my humble labours. I can have no presumptuous 
hope of convincing by argument persons who have 
received an higher conviction from spiritual illu- 
minations. Why then do I meet their charges 

with any thing like recrimination? Were they 

contented lo brood in silence over their inward 
light, they might be left with a passing prayer that 
tbcy or we may become more savingly enlightened : 
that they or we, which ever of us may have erred, 
may be led back into the way of Truth. But 
while they bespeak our silence, they are not si- 
lent themselves : tliey compassionate our supposed 
errors, and they proclaim our errors and their com- 
passion to the world, without even condescending 
to attempt to convince either the public or our- 
selves. They accuse us, not indeed with argu- 
ment, but with reiterated charges, of not preaching 
the Gospel which we have undertaken to learn and 
to expound ; and they prefer these charges even in 
the face of those who have a right to look to us for 
instruction in all the momentous points of faith 
and practice. They deprecate our appeal to the 
mmnion sense of our Parishioners, while some by 
the boldness of their charges they turn aside at 
ence from the path which they had long trodden in 

peace 
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peace and confidence to their Parlsli Church; aiu 
others who for a time escape their seduction thci 
occasion to come languid and cold to the prescribed 
form of devotion, and listless or captious to the rea- ' 
soned exposition of the Word of God. "When fiud 
things arc daily occurring; in the populoun parisha 
of the kingdom, if Ihe regular Clergy be too peaceffl 
ably inclined, to regard the accusation as it rcspecttti 
themselves, they have yet duties to perform towarc 
all who are committed to their care. Tiicy have t 
watch to keep, they have a guardiancy to fulfil toJ 
wards the ignorant and licentious uf their respcctivifl 
Parishes ; towards those who may fall withoi 
thought into llie snare, and tliose who may court 
the doctrinal delusion. Awful is our reeponsihilityjl 
if we remain silent witnesses of the invasion of owj 
folds ; if we raise not the warning voice to reclairi 
those who, weary of the sober truths preached in odR; 
Churches, call upon other Teachers to epcak t 
them smooth things, to prophecy deceits. For, 
the Jf'atchman see the sword come, and Itloic i 
the trumpet, and the People be not tvarntd ; if thi 
sword cojne, and take any person from amon0 
them ; he is taken assay in his iniquity, but hU 
blood will I require at the Watchman's ham 
sailh the Lxird. Ezckiel xxxiii. G. 

We have at our Ordination undertaken to " b* I 
" ready with all faithful diligence to banish andr 1 
" drive away all erroneous and strange doctrinw 
" contrary to God's word," and " never to cease our 
" labour. 
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^ labour^ our care. and diligence to bring all such 
*' as are committed to oijr chai^^ unto that agree- 
^ ment in the faith and knowledge of God, and to 
'* that ripeness and perfectness of age in Christy 
" that there be no place left among us^ either for 
'' error in religion^ or for viciousncss in Ufe*/' 
And surely of all the erroneous and strange doc- 
trines against which it is in the present day the duty 
of the spiritual watchman to warn his flock^ none 
has a more fatal influence upon their minds and 
conduct than the insinuation that the letter of the 
Gospel is incomplete as a Revelation of God's will, 
that the volume of Inspiration cannot be understood 
without new *' teachings of the Spirit/' and that 
therefore supernatural gifts^ such as were granted 
to Uie Church as a necessary support during its 
infancy, are still vouchsafed to a few privileged 
teachers. That the Holy Ghost had left his Reve- 
ktion imperfect we had not dared to suppose, even 
though we had not been expressly told at the close 
of the sacred Book that no man is allowed, under 
the most severe penalty to body and soul, to add 
unto J or take away therefrom. That the age is past 
in which the Spirit was promised by the Prophet 
Joel, to be poured out upon all flesh, we have the 
assurance of St. Peter, who proclaimed the fulfil- 
ment of the Prophecy on the day of Pentecost. 
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the Holy Spirit of God* ? The Author of Reve- 
lation has vouchsafed to caution utt not to boliere 
efery Spirit, but to (ry the Spirits whetker tkey A« 
of God, (I John, I — 4.) The caution has refer- 
ence not only to the trial of the Spirits as th^ 
manifest tliemselvca in other persons, btit also as 
lliey influence our own Faith and Practice. Now 
when from any bias on our minds, when from any 
prepoBsesBion of our hearts, we are inclined to be- 
lieve thai which our reason would otherwise dis* 
avow, as contrary to its plainest dictates ; when 
we are disposed, or as the phrase is, impelled (A I 
do that which our judgement would disapprove iA , 
persons not so impelled, then assuredly, a con- 
trouling Spirit is at work within us, but I fear that y 



• " fVien the Hdff Gfioit (saith He) iholl come, he ihaU lead , 
" ^ou iiUo all Trul/i. What truih doth he mean i J^itf 
" other tb:m lie hnu^jelf had hefore eKprested in hU Word I 
" No. For he stiitli. He shall take of mine, and shew unto ' 
" you. Again, liu sh.ill bring you in remembrance of bO A 
'* things that I have told you. It is not then the dut;^ and \ 
" part of any Cliriiitian, under the pretence of ihu Holf k 
" Gtiu«t, to bring in \m own Dreams and Phantasies into the | 
" Church ; but he must diligently provide that hia Doctriii^ , 
" and Decrees be agreeable to Chiiil s Holy Testament ; 
" olherHJ.se in making the Holy Ghost ilie Author thereof, he ' 
" doth blaspheme and belie the Holy Gho£t, to his own con- 4 
« dfltnnation/' 

Httiuily for Whitsundaj' P^rtS. 
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we stiall find it to be not the Spirit of Truth, but of 
Error, (i John 4 — G ;) not the Holy Spirit, but 
the Spirit of Evil. 

This supernatural gift of discerning of Spirits, 
was bestowed in the very earliest infancy of tlie 
Cimrch, on a chosen few, and men were soon left 
to try the Spirits by the rules of comuion sense and 
reason. Amonj; the foremost of tiiose who have 
in every age pretended to peculiar manifestations 
of (he Spirit were the followers of Monlanus, whose 
Heresy begun in the second century. It may be 
worth while to digress for a minute to enquire how 
these Prototypes of Schism were tried in the first 
Council which was held after the age of the Apos- 
tles. In my parochial retirement, I have not the 
means of consulting their history in the original 
words of Euscbius, but the ivriter, whose report 
from that history 1 subjoin, will be recognised by 
every sound Theologian as most unexceptionable 
testimony : I allude to Dr. George Hickes, Dean 
of Worcester, whom his present Majesty in the 
ever memorable interview with which he honoured 
Dr. Bealtic, happily characterized aa one of the 
Giants in Sacred Litemture. In his excellent Ser- 
mon entitled, " The Spirit of Enthusiasm Exor- 
cised," preached before the University of Oxford, 
at a Public Act. A. D. IGSO, (page 3S of the fourth 
cdHion, which he printed thirty years afterwards,) 
he observes, " I question not, but they had other 
" tests besides these, by wliich to try the Spirits, 
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if Reason be diBcountenanccd because of tlie 
fooleries which have in Inficlels borrowed her name, 
and usurped her authority ; and the Searcher afl 
Truth be taught to disregard the letter of the written' 
word of Revelation, and to expect to be made wiw< 
anto Salvation by preternatural communicalloiW' 
from the Spirit, what is to protect him from coo* 
slant and irremediable Error? Under this pcrsua* 
sion he will be led to neg;lect the plain doctrines of 
Scripture by which lie mtglit form his life to holi- 
ness, in pursuit of visionary excellence : till at lait 
he is left entirely at the mercy of his own waywai 
fancy in the exposition of the Scriptures, or is ii 
duccd to lend a blind obedience to the glosses, bo' 
ever arbitrary, which may be imposed upon them by 
a Teacher whom he must believe infallible, while 
he considers him an ini^pircd interpreter of the 
Truths of Salvation, Surely this is to ihroio away^ 
the keif of knowledge — this is to change the inteU 
Icctual and too probably the moral light that it. 
•within ns into darkness. 

Nor is this the full extent of the mischief of thit 
persuasion. If Ijearning be useless, or, as it is in 
sinuated, worse than useless to the Kxpounder of 
Holy Writ, what is to repress tlie ambition wbicb 
so often manifests itself in the ignorant and pre- 
sumptuous to be all Apostles, and all Prophets, 
and all Teachers, neglecting the more excellent 
troy pointed out by St. Paul, of insuring the spiri- 
tual welfare of themselves and others, by Humility, 
Charify, and Holiness, And how is the choice of 

the 
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the unambitious Di8ci|)Ie to be directed among so 
numerous a company of g:ifted instructors ? Alas 1 
when be has made his choice, his very virtues, far 
from saving the unhappy victim of dehision, plunge 
himstillileeperintotheabyssofError. His Humility 
prostrateii itself before Uie implied claims of his Mas- 
ter — his Charity believes the self-imputed inspiration 
— his Piety forbears to try tlie Spirit of his Teacher 
b)' that Reason which he is taught to consider an the 
enemy of Grace and the rebel against Revelation. 

If we look back tu the early ages of the Christian 
sra, we trace the sad effects of this persuasion, that 
Revelation is imperfect without new communications 
from the Holy Spirit, made not to the reason of all 
men, but to the feelings of a few. We see tfiid 
vain pretension to special Illumination polluting the 
very springs of Christianity with the hiuTiJ mys- 
ticism of Monlanus; we follow its baneful progress 
in the adulteration of the Christian faith with the 
wilder and more blasphemous reveries of Manes; 
and as every step from 'the right path leads into 
deeper mazes of error, this offspring of Human 
Pride is soon observed raising its presumptuous 
head, and claiming more than a divided empire 
with tlie Divine Author of our Religion under the 
sacrilegious banners of MahouieL 

Happily this country has never participated in the 
fiilar delusions of Moiitanus, of Manes, or of Maho- 
met. But we are yet loo lately emancipated from 
t which Popery made under simi- 
H lar 
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lar pretences of especial Inspiralion and consequent 
iiifaliibilily. not to recollect with horror the evils it 
inflicted, (I advert not to its political evils) the 
evils it inllicted upon the minds of men ; and not 
rcf|;ard with veneration for our Reformers the bles 
inpaEiB of our escipe from her Spiritual thraldoi 
We live too near the lime to be forgetful of the i 
tyranny which the Papacy exercised over the coi 
science and the reason of mankind, and the exti 
vagancies in doctrine, and errors in practice, whii 
sprang from that prolific source of evil. Nor is 
without dread of similar results from similar pretetw 
sions that we refer to the period when Popery sealed 
the book of (-iod, and forbade all insight thereinto 
to the great bulk of her votaries; when the privi- 
leged few to whom it was opened taught their fol- 
lowers, that guilt miglit purchase forgiveness, and 
upon easier conditions tlian those of penitential 
remorse, and the sacrifice of its vicious enjoyments ; 
when the very priest of the Sanctuary received the 
wages of fraud and the price of blood, and sent the 
absolved sinner home to repeat his transgressions 
under the encouragement of renewed and ever 
ncH'able absolution. But did the watchmen of 
Israel then slumber at their posts ? and, holy Mar- 
tyrs ! shall we be regardless of our trust, when 
new enthusiasm, boasting the same infallible g;ui- 
dance of the Spirit, threateft to bring back tl 
night of intellectual darkness, from which y< 
awakened us to light, to life, and liberty of mind 

Shall 
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Shall We forbear to warn our flocks of tlie tenJency 
of doctrines even more dan^rous to their virtue in 
this life, and to their salvation in the next? Does 
this new enthusiasm require from us less vigilance, 
because it is more insidious in its approach, and is 
stealing its way to an absolute empire over tiie fa- 
culties, by altachiii^ to its interests the weak, the 
vain, and the licentious i* Is it less formidable be- 
cause it conceals its ambition under the cloak of 
huniihty ? Is it less influential on the heart and life 
because it assumes the venerable air of superior 
sanctity? is it less likely to mislead the simple; 
whea it is propagated, not by the exclusive pos- 
sessors of learning, but by the ignorant <leclaimer3 
against all human knowledge ? Is it less calculated 
to bewilder tlie common sense and coiifound the 
moral principles of men, because it professes to 
found its dogmas, not on the collective wisdom of 
Synods and Councils, not on the accumulated learn- 
ing of ages, but on llie fitful dreams, and distem- 
pered imaginations of still more fallible individuals, 
broken loose front alt restraints of reason, and arro- 
gating to themselves especial connnunion with the 

Holy Spirit of God? They shut not up 

the Bible indeed, but they make the Word of Truth 
of none eB'ect, by requiring other lights than these 
which have been vouchsafed to us for our compje- 
bension of its important doctrmes, in the reason 
.with which we are endowed, and the common aid of 
It 3 the 
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the Spirit! They barter not absolution forf^ld, but 
they hold out ilie cnsnarinj;- promise of full and final 
forgiveness, and even of power to sin no more, 
the cheaper terms of " Faith," " unconditioi 
" Faith," " Faith, as con trad istin<i^uiBhcd from 
" liiiess, as well as fj-oin good works !" If they 
not embolden the careless Sinner to trust to the 
pcrerogatory virtues of his fellow-mortal, they 
couragehim to continuehis negligence and his sins 
the last moment of liis life, and then to " robe hii 
" self, without fear, in the cloak of Christ's Righl 
" ousness," and while others are in dismay, calling 
upon the rocks to cover tliciii from the presence of 
that Judge whose mercies tlicy have slighted. 

cliiim, as of right, the ransom of his blood ! 

We are exhorted by one Aposlle to coniend et 
nestli/ for the primitive Faith ; and by another 
be seatouslj/ affected in a good thiii<r. I trust that 
the earnestness which I may have shewn in this 
note will be pardoned where it may not be ap*' 
proved. Tlie subject is of too vital an interest 
be discussed without zeal ; and enthusiasm itself' 
rational, if in any case, surely when employed 
the supportof Reason. On the decision respecti 
the use of Reason in matters of Religion hang 
most important results. If Reason is to be disci 
dited now, after Ihc world lias walked for ibOOy 
in tlic light of Revelation, because Reason 
befwrc that period a blind guide, or because Infli 
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dclityhas since assumed her sacred name, it would 
be difficult to conjecture tlie extent of the mischief 
which must ensue. We eaiinot surmise what per- 
nicious doctrines mny not, under sacii an assump- 
lion, be taught and believed. Tiiere would exist nO 
protection from Error but tn continued inspiration, 
in a serieij of miraculous interpositions, such as are 
no where promised in Scripture. The elfect of 
6uch a persuasion, if generally admitted^ would be, 
to deprive man of his free agency, and to rob God 
of the rational worship of his creatures. 

But let me not be misunderstood. It is far from 
my wish thiit with a view of ex|)loLting the errors in 
doctrine whicli I am combating from the press, the 
pulpit of the Parochial Church to which many 
meek and liumble Christians stdl look up with con- 
fidence for Uieir weekly lessons of Christian Mo- 
rality, founded upon Christian Doctrines, should 
often be engaged in subjects of a controversial 
mtliei* than of a practical nature. This would be 
to make our Instructions as unedifying as the gene- 
rality of the discourses of those who proscribe Rea- 
mn and depreciate Morality. But 1 think that it 
behoves us, when such doctrines a.s those upon 
which i have been connnenting, are pnilnulgiifed 
in other places, to urge willi increased earnestness 
the sounder doctrines of our Anticalvinistic Creed. 
And we may generally do so, without even briug- 
ing the controverted tenets of our accusers into 
discussion: unlcSSj indeed, in cujics where they 
themselves 




102 

themselves are either covertly insinuating, or openly 
proclaiming them in our neighbourhood. And let 
us not be deterred by any dislmst in the intellee- | 
tual powers of our hearers. Praised be God, he | 
hath given, even to the meanest of his creatures, J 
a capacity to comprehend the moral truths of thfr 
Gospel, and sagacity to discover the reasonableneA I 
of their faith in the mysteries of Christianity. Let! 
us, therefore, not foar, that when the sublime doo I 
trines of our Religion are properly propounded tfti 
the reason of our audience, they will not fix them-l 
selves in their minds, and take such root in thcirf 
hearts, as not only to fortify tliem against tlM 
boldest attacks of Scepticism, but to put them otti 
their guard against the ensnaring wiles of Fanft- 
ticism. Let us, by addressing ourselves to thei 
understandings, encourage them to use their reason, 
not presumptuously to explore the nature of Mys- 
teries, but to admit them on the evidence of their 
being communications from the God of Heaven.J 
Let us lay before them the great truths of Chritf^l 
tianity, which are sufficient to make them wise ' 
unlo Salvation; and that their reason may be 
free to exercise its power on these momentous 
points, let us urge them to pray continually, not 
for the extraordinary gifts of (he Spirit, but for 
His guiding and assisting Grace, that He may 
enlighten their understandings by regulating thctr 
affections : that he may aid and bless the sober 
use of their facuUieSj and, casting down imagi- 
nations, 
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naf tons, and every high thing that exalts itself, 
against the knowledge of God, bring into capti- 
vity every thought to Vie obedience of Christ, 
(2 Cor. X. 3.) 



When 
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When with humble trust in the Word of God, an 
compares one part of Revelation with unotherA 
and deduces the rules of conduct, not from de-a 
tacked portions of Holy Writ, not from partiiUM 
views of Divine Providence, but from their ge-S 
neral analogy, S;c. P. 7. 

Though most of our accusers profess to dispare 
human reason, they are, perhaps, not so much at 
variance with us on this point, as in the mode of its 
exercise in the exposition of Scripture. To some 
of their practices, which 8\ig:g:esled to me the above 
limitation of the province of reason, as the inter- 
preter of revelation, I think it right to advert, but Lm 
advert with unfeigned sorrow, m 

Of many of the Teachers, lo whom I have been 
alluding, I applaud the zeal, I respect the watch- 
fidness, I honor the perseverance. Upon their 
errors, or what 1 conceive to be their errors, I 
would touch with tenderness. We are travelling 
to tlic same place, though, perhaps, by somewhat fj 
different roads. We arc all, 1 (rust, equally snli>^ 
(.'itous tor the eternal welfare of those tvho are coin-d 
mittcd to our guidance; and we are al), I hope, oaM 
ready to receive as to give counsel upon poini 
connected with such high interests. Let me tliej 
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be penniltcd to ask those who proclaim that v 



s permit 
' blind leaders of the blind," 



we arc 
hethcrthcy have not 
themselves, in some instances, mistaken llieir path. 
Let me be permitted to ask, whether, supposing 
even that they were riglit in their general inter- 
pretation of Scripture, on the disputed points of 
doctrine, to which, in the course of my observa- 
tions, 1 have referred, there be not tlie seeds of 
error in some of the methods of instruction which 
they adopt and recommend : especially when they 
teach their followers to deduce their rules of con- 
duct from insulated passages of Scripture, and par- 
tial views of Providence. 

I refer, in the first place, (because, however tri- 
vial it may appear in itself, I consider it to be the 
source of many serious fallacies) to the sort of lot- 
tery they make of the Dible, when they seek to de- 
termine their pracUce, not by its general spirit, but 
by some single passage which may chance to open 
to them. " I am come," says- Mr, Wesley, (2 
Jonin.p.?,^ " to know assuredly, ttiat where reason 
" (ails, God will direct our path by lot." Accord- 
ingly he taught his followers, when in doubt res- 
pecting- any point of conduct, to consult the Divine 
Will by opening at random the Sacred Volume^ 
and reading tlic lirst verse which presented itself, 
as the Oracular response to his enquiry ; a mode of 
divination sui-ely, i-nlher profane than sacred ; sa- 
vouring more of heathen superstition than of chris- 
tiiui hberty. This is considered to be "an humble 
" submission 




" submission of our reason to the Divine Will ;" 
and is supported on the precedent of the eleven 
Apostles seeking to determine by lot the choice of 
a witness of the resurrection, in the place of the 
traitor Judas. (Acts i. 31.) But the precedent and 
the rule are alike misunderstood. That case was 
singular; the Apostles could not know the will of 
Christ without seeking it by prayer ; they had not 
yet received the Holy Ghost ; they were not yet 
gifted with the supernatural power of discerning of 
Spirits ; they who were themselves chosen for the 
work of the Ministry for no qualifications of learn- 
ing or of eloquence, or of any superiority to the rest 
of mankind, of which they were themselves consci- 
ous, or to which the world had borne its testimony, 
had at that time no means of judgment regarding 
the peculiar fitness of others, beyond what they did 
exert. They knew that the witness of the truth of 
the Gospel, must have been a witness of our Savi- 
our's discourses, of his life, death, and resurrection. 
See John xv. 27. Ye shall bear wit7iess, because 
7/e have been with me from the beginning. From 
those therefore who had companied with them alt the 
time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among 
them, from his baptism to his ascension, they selected 
two disciples, whom probably they deemed the most 
competent to be witnesses with themselves to our 
Saviour's resurrection ; but they did not think them- 
selves authorized to assume the power of conferring 
upon either an apostolic oflice as ambassadors of 
Christ ; 
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Chris! ; that authority tliey must resene to Him 
■who had given them their own mission. They 
■therefore prayed the Searcher of hearts to decide 
t>n which of them he would confer the vacant 
apostteship, and that he would decide it by di- 
recting the lot to fall upon the person most fit for 
the holy function. It would be a mockery of all 
■iftrgument to shew that this case can give no colour 
? pretence to those who would infer from it the 
[iropriety of setting aside that reason which God 
s vouchsafed to us as our guide, and of calling 
ion him upon trivial occasions to decide for us, 
■^Gan Reason have been given to be tiie talent hid in 
I la napkin, profitless to ourselves and others ? Can 
l*Revclation have been afforded to us, for no higher 
■■(purpose than to serve for a text book for our casual 
^.direction ? Is it thus that we are to derive from 
P.the volume of Inspiration, our salutary terrors, our 
glorious hopes ? 

It is with sincere satisfaction that I acknowledge 
■this idle practice to have been discountenanced as 
loon as Ihey saw its evil tendency, by several who 
-had before adopted it. It stdl exists however, and 
appears lo have given birth to another error, more 
dangerous because attended with a greater sem- 
blance of piety. The Bible, valuable as it is, to 
liigh and low, to rich and poor, to every soul that 
seeks to know his duty, and aspires after immor- 
■tality, would lie unopened, it is to be feared, even 
more generally than it does, if cur attention to it 

were 
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ivere not excited by human ordinances, and the 
profilable force of habit. Accordingly the wis- 
dom of our Church hath provided that certain poi> 
tions of the Scriptures should be appointed to be 
read as the Lessons for every day in the year. 
These portions consist of a sufficient quantity of 
matter to inform the mind without fatiguing; it ; to 
fill up intervals, which might otherwise be lost, 
and to supply the active thoughts of man witk 
useful meditation, amidst his worldly cares, and lE 
the performance of his daily labour. They are 
not taken at random from the Sacred Volume, but ' 
for the most part, follow each other in regular sue- ■ 
cession ; so that all the most profitable parts of the 
Old Testament are appointed to be read over at 
least once, and the whole of the New Testament,- i 
as that with which we are more nearly concerned, 
three times in the course of a year. But for tliose, , 
who, lured by the doctrines we have been discus- ] 
sing, have loft our Communion, books are annually 
prepared, called Diaries, &c. containing as the ap- 
pointed theme of each day's meditation, one soli- 
tary text, one verse only, or part of ;i verse de- 
tached from the connection from which it drew itM 
clearest sense and application. By every person in 
the various stages of the Christian warfare, the' 
same individual text is to be applied to his present 
exigency. U is unnecessary to search fur proofs 
of the impropriety of this practice, and of its iit- j 
adequacy to the object for which it is intended. 

It i 
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It is enough to have mentioned i(. But I cannot 
80 perfunctorily pass over an extension of this 
plan, which has been adopted by a living; member 
of our Church. Tlie work I allude to, is entitled 
" The Christian's Pocket Companion," said (and, 
Vfithout (louht, justly) to be gathered wholly from 
the Scriptures : But how gathered ? Not corre- 
lative texts brought together to concentrate the 
force of truth ; but passages which have no affinity 
forced into an unnatural union, robbed of tlie 
light they received from the context, and imparted 
to it, and made by incongruous juxta-position to 
give a ikllacious idea of Scriptural Doctrine. But 
let the author explain his own views, and then let 
us take a specimen of the manner in wliich he has 
executed his intention. " It hath been my cndea- 
" vour," says Dr. Hawker, in the book I am re- 
ferring to, " to incorporate as much as possible in 
" the an-angement of this little book, and to keep 
" in one and the same view God's precepts, witli 
" his promises, tliat the proper scriptural forms 
" for prayer, and the Lord's answer thereto, might 
" be connected together ; well knowing, both 
" from experience and observation, how infinitely 
" important it is to the humble soul, to be encou- 
" raged and refreshed by the one white performing 
" the other." 




" Directions to the Reader." i 

" When on one side we read the supposed hai'- 
" guage 



^^^^^^^^ ^^^1 


^^^^r " gaagt of a seeking soul (2)^ It will prove re- ^^H 


^^^^^^^ " fresliing to sucli a state of mind to apply the ^^H 


^^^^^^^K " suppesed answer to the opposite page, under ttie ^^H 


^^^^^^H " same figure (3)." ^^M 


^^^^^^H I take the second and tliird prayers of the seek- ^^M 


^^^^^^H ing Soul, and the Iiord's answers thereto, as a spe- ^^M 


^^^^^^H cimen, of the use which tlie author makes in this ^^M 


^^^^^^^H way of Scripture for the ediiication of his nu- ^^H 




^^^^^^^^^^^H Lcit ""S^' 


nigiiiiianurn^ -^^^ 


^^^^^^H 3. Wherewith 


2. Come unto me allye ^^H 


^^^^^^H come before the Lord, 


that labour, and are .^^H 


^^^^^^^H and boio mjf self before 


heavy laden, and I ^^M 


^^^^^H the 


will give i/ou rest. ^^H 


^^^^^H 


Matthew xi. 28. ^^| 




All that the Father ^^| 




giveth me shall come ^^H 




unto me, and him t/iat ^^H 


^^^^^^^H 


cometh unto me I mil ^^H 




in no wise cast out. ^^| 




John vi. 37. ^^H 


^^^^^^H 3. Oh that fcneic where 


3. lam found of them ^^H 


^^^^^^^^ / might Jind him, that 


that sought me not, I ^^M 


^^^^F 1 might come evtn in- 


said behold me, Sse. .^^H 


^^^^^ to 


Jsaiah Ixv. 1. ^^M 


^^^^^^^^ 


Therefore vty people ^^H 




shall know my name. ^^H 




Isaiah )ii. 6. ^^M 


^^^^V And 19 it thus that the Interpreter of Scripture ^^| 


^^^^^ thinks that he is comparing Spiritual things with ^^H 


^^^H Spiritual ? h this rightly dividing the word of ^^| 


^^^1 ? ^H 
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BacriAce with which Balak had hoped to propi- 
tiate the Divine favnr. By what heedlessness was 
be led to pass over the strong, the appropriate, tbe J 
erer-incmorable answer of the Holv Spirit, in the' [ 
verse immediately following ? He (the Lord) hatk- 
shewed thee, O inan, tehat is good : and ichat' j 
dotit the Lord require of thee, but to do justl^it 
and to love inerctf, and to walk humbly teith*\ 
thy God. (v. 8.) Wiiy are the ignorant to be im* 
pressed with the idea that no such answer was* 
given, but that Ihcy are to look for the reply toti 
this most momentous enquiry, to a distant passagsicl 
of Scripture, whicli comprehends no act on thei^ 
partj " no condition," " no qualification," 
" preparation," " no merit?" Were it not for.'] 
certain coincidences with doctrines elsewhere in* i 
culcated by the same writer, (See Extract in p.' 
150.) we might suspect that the only coniicctioti -^ 
between the question and the answers was tbat-J 
which is found in a Concordance, under the word i 
*' Come." For what relation has the general in* > I 
vitation of our Saviour to all the world, to embraca'l 
his rehgion, and to partake of the merits of his I 
death, with the enquiry of Balak as to the conduct i 
by which lie might hope to recommend himself lo^ 
the favor of God ? 

In the other instance. Job wrongfully accused i 
by his enemies, and taunted hy his very friends-, 
with sins which his soul abhon-ed, naturally ex- . 
pressed an eager desire tliat he might llee from 

the 
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the severe judgments of mankind, to plead his 
caase at the seat of God's mercy, Novr, pre- 
suming that it were justifiable for any person since 
the days of Job to appropriate this high language 
of conscious integrity, how are the passages quoted 
an answer to an earnest desire to reach the tri- 
bunal of God ? The " Seeking Soul" is taught 
that seeking is to no purpose, for that God iafoujid 
of them that sought him not. Can it be intended 
that God is not to be sought in his Word and in 
his Ordinances, by all who would obey his 'will, 
and obtain his mercies ? Are we not elsewhere 
expressly taught by the highest authority, that we 
must seek, if -we would find, that we must ask 
if we would have, that we must knock if ice 
wish the door to be opened uitto vs. And have 
we not indisputable encouragement thereto in the 
assurance that we cannot please him, unless we be- 
lieve not only that he (s, but that he is a rewarder 
of them that diligentty seek him, (Heb. xi. 6.) 
Blessed are they, says David, who seek him with 
the whole heart, (Psalm cxix. 3). Docs not Dr. 
Hawker intimate that lliis is unnecessary ; for that 
the Lord selects persons of whom he is foUnd, 
though they seek him not ; that he constitutes such 
persons his peculiar people, and to them exclu- 
sively and unconditionally reveals his sacred name, 
and his glory f Some light may be thrown upon 
liiis subject, by referring to a passage in another 
work by the same author. " The more I con- 
" Jiidered it, the more I stood convinced, that there 
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'."■ is a Seed in the earth ^vhicii the Lord hath dis* 
" tinguished from the world : And I felt no lew 
" conviction also that it is divine gmce alone 
" which makes all the difference between him that 
" serveth the Lord^ and iiim that fier\'elli him noL 
" But that I should be the object of his Grac» 
** when I sought it not, nor was even conscious 
*' of the want of it ; here appeared the greatest 
" mvstery." (Hawker's Zion's Pilgrim.) But fur- 
llier does this fragment of a verse, even if we disre* 
gard its total inapplicability to tlie question or prayei 
tp which it is annexed in tiie work we are con- 
sidering as the direct answer uf the Spirit thereto, 
give the full meaning of the sentence, or even of 
the verse in which it is found f Ily no means.' 
The persons for whom this " Companion"' is prO'^ 
videdj to save them the trouble of referring to ther J 
Scriptures, will probably save llicmselves this trou-« I 
ble, or ihcy would find its meaning to be verjr« ] 
difl'erent. They would find that the Holy Spirit ii 
here prophecying the admission of the Gentiles ta | 
those privileges which the Jews were to forfeit for \ 
not continuing to seek tlie Lord. And in the lann j 
gUBge of prophecy the future is described as nowl 
present But is it intimated that the Gentiles* 1 
would not seek the Lord ? No, no. Let the whole, I 
verse be fully and fairly quoted. I am, [now)t l 
sought oj'them that, [heretofore] askednotfor me.. 
I am, [now] found of them that, [heretoforejrj 
sought me not : I said, behold me, behold me, ««-;! 
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to a Tuttion that was not, [from Uie beginning as 
you my chosen people were] called by my name. 

To revert to the circumstance of the Author's 
withhoWing the Holy Spirifa own Answer to the 
question of Balak, so palpably presented to him in 
a subsequent verse, 1 must do him the justice to 
shew that he has himself a different conception of 
the meaning of that beautiful and comprehensive 
answer, from that which is generally admitted by 
other members of our Churcli : I think, I may say, 
from that which is admitted by every other member 
of our Church. 

Prom another publication by the same Author it 
will appear, that his peculiar conception of the 
meaning of this notable passage does not militate 
against the doctrine conveyed in the Jinswcrs which 
lie has supplied, to the important question, from 
St. Matthew and St. John. If, lliercfore, the 
reader sliould have considered that those ans»xrs 
are calculated, when considered as the answers of 
the Spirit to such a question, to mislead the un- 
wary ; his rising censure will be quelled by a feel- 
ing of commiseration, \viien 1 shew, that, if the 
writer sliould have deceived others, it is unwit- 
tingly, and not before he has equally deceived him- 
self. I refer to the publication, from which 1 have 
just given an extract, called Zion's Pilgrim, a work 
which, in the alluring form of the History of a 
supposed Journey, conveys to the, perhaps, unsus- 
pecting reader, some of the most pernicious doc-' 
1 2 trine» 
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trines of the Sect of our Accuser. I must be- I 
epeak the patience of any pei-son who may peruse J 
this note, while I announce this Traveller with i 
some little ceremony of introduclioii. The Mia*'! 
Bionary Pilgrim sets out with the hope of learnin^> f 
rather than with the design of leactiing ; but hot-l 
begins his journey with no very favorable omen oCm 
future improvement. " The Pilgrim feeling th*i I 
" rising; hymn of thankfulness in his heart, while; [ 
" the tear drops from his eye, exclaliiss Lord, AoWkl 
" IS it that thou hast mariij'cstcd Ihynelf unto i 
" and not unto the world ?" In his way to Zion,tB 
he visits a moral man, a moral preacher, and a pious "4^ 
man. To any other than such a Pilgrim thes« 
would be considered as valuable circumstances : butq 
it appears that his prejudices prompted him to seeki 
for something more dcmonbtnitive of Faith thaaf] 
practical Christianity, something more Spirituolli 
than rational Piety, something more 4Ioly than* 
Holiness of Life. He under-rales and dcspisei 
them all. The moral man is represented as 
faultless monster, highly moral wilhout any senst 
of devotion, eminently virtuous Ihougti a disbe-tf 
liever in future punishments ! Could a Deist haveS 
delineated a cliaracter more to his mind ? BuCS 
supposing the possibility of the existence of such i 
person, why is this description given as charaoM 
loristic of a whole genus? Is it insinuated thatff 
Atheists may be moral men, and moral meti*^ 

Atheists '. The pious man was scarcely more 

approved 



approved by the self-gralulating Pilgrim, though 
bia house (bi/ their Fruits ye shall fmow them) 
was the abode of order, of harmony, of happiness. 
And why? because forsooth after a time the Pil- 
grim discovered that he himself, not the pious man, 
had been praying and attending to ordinances 
without the Spirit and the power of Godhness. 
The Pilgrim had a right to answer for himself, but 
I suspect that it is his intention to insinuate that as 
the Fruits of the Spirit were found in this case, 
though the Spirit itself might be wanting, so, e 
tonversQ, the Spirit may exist without producing 

I «ny fruit However this be, our chief concern 

i M with the moral preacher. He is of course made 
to preach on that fine Text which I have men- 
tioned in Micah; He hath shewed thee, O men, 
what is good ; and what doth the Lord require of 
thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to 
walk humbly with Ihy God? But lie is made to 
preach upon it, only to afford the opportunity of 
having it disparaged and explained away. This is 
indeed a Text in its general acceptation alarming 
to those who reproach the regular Clergy for 
preaching morality ; and well it may be, for, with 
this single passage, we may meet the whole host of 
their arguments and defeat them. But mark the 
ease with which the plainest directions of Scripture 
may be wrested to the support of a favourite doc- 
trine. The moral preacher descants, as his Text 
recjiiired, on the Christian virtues of justice, mercy, 

and 
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and humility ; especially that humility which is th« 
true basis of all religious conduct, the walking 
humbly with oiir God. How could the Pilgrinij 
■who began his journey with proudly appropriating 
to himself the address of the Disciples to their Lord, 
(misconceived too, and misquoted as well as mis' 
applied) brook so humiliating; a requisition ? To' 
help him through his difficulty, a poor man 
brought forward, who considers it a mercy thai 
he hath not so learned Christ ; and another intep» 
pretation is found for thc»^e ollcnsive conditions 
acceptance. Mark well the words. They 
these : " The Prophet himself, in the very woi 
" as Ihey stand, declares that these separate acl 
" are with God in their performance. And witi 
" out all possible dispute, the first and highest ii 
" stances of all duties, must have a priority of 
" ferente towards him. Hence therefore, / 
" justice with God, when, from a clear convictii 
" that 1 have broken his righteous Laws, and 
" such stand exposed to the penalty due to 
" breach of them, I confess that I merit nothing 
" from his Almighty hand, but indignation and 
*' wrath, tribulation and anguish. J love mercy 
" in the fullest and truest sense of loving men 
" when I acknowledge upon my bended km 
" and in the most heartfelt rejoicing, that it is 
" the Lord's mercies that I am not consumed, 
" cause his compassions fail not. And I defy 
" ONE to walk more humbly with God, than the 
" Believer 
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' Believer, who, while daily confessing himself 
' to deserve nothing but punishment, is receiving 
' nothing but mercy. This is indeed to follow up 
' the Divine Precept, and beconies tlie best com- 
' ment upon what it may well be supposed the 
' Lord requireth. But the view of the Prophet's 
' words, according lo this interpretation of them, 
■ is what I did not learn in the early part of my 
' Pilgrimage ! ! !" Zion's Pilgrim, by Dr. Hawker. 



If I have fatigued the reader, as well as myself, 
with this long note, I will ask his attention only 
one minute more, while I endeavour to lead bim 
to the explication of a mystery which he must be 
anxious to develope, namely . by what means, na- 
tural or supernatural, the Author of this Pilgrimage 
acquired his knowledge of the sense of this pas- 
sage, so totally at variance with the commonly re- 
ceived notion of its import. On the cover of a 
book he is now publishing in Penny Numbers, 
and which nppcars to have obtained, and to be 
obtaining, from the fame of its author, a wonder- 
ful and increasing circulation through every part of 
the kingdom, called " The Poor Man's Commen- 
" lary on the Bible;" his own Imprimatur runs 
thus : " This Commentary on the Bible is intended 
" as an bumble help to those who, in reading the 
" Holy Scriptures, desire as mucli as possible not 
" to rely on human teaching, but to be brought 
" under that which is Divine ; that so the things 
" which 
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'' which are freely given to us of God, may 
^' come to us not in the words which man's wis* 
'^ dom teacheth, but that which the Holy Ghost 
'' teacheth ! ! !'* 

If the Author daims for his Commentary^ no 
higher authority than other commentators claim 
for their opinions, I see no meaning in this adhrer- 
tisement of his work. If he insinuate more ;' 
Oh modesty, where is thy blush ! Humility, where 
thy reverence ! 



Observances 
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E. 



Ob$ervanee$ of the Mosaic Lmb on which the Jews 
were wont to buUd their proud Pretensions, of 
4ko$e Works of which the Gentiles might he 
posed to boast. P. 13. 



i€ 
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Iherefore we conclude that a Man is just^ed 
'' by Faith, without the deeds of the law, Rom. 
" iii. 28. 



'' Out of these words arise two questions^ which 
being answered^ every difficulty will vanish ; and 
the great truth witnessed by both St Pbul and 
^ St James shine forth without a cloud. The 
'^ questions are these : Firsts What are the Works 
^' here excluded by St. Paul^ as unnecessary to 
^' Justification ? Secondly, What is the Faith, to 
'' which Justification is attributed ? 

" With regard to the firsts what are the Works 
'' here excluded by St Paul^ as unnecessary to 
^' Justification ? The answer is obvious. They 
'^ are Heathen and Jewish works^ whether cere- 
'' monial or moral, performed without the Grace 
" of Christy and set up as meritorious. Without 
'' these, doubtless^ a man is justified ; for it was 
^' the impossibility of his being justified by them^ 
^' which made it necessary that justification should 

'• be 
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*' be the gift of God^ and brought Christ fiom 
^' Heaven to obtain it for us. That these are the 
'' works intended by the Apostle is undeniably 
'' evident from hence, that Heathens and carnal 
^' Jews are the persons against whom he is hlt^ 
aiding. Not one word is here said i^;ainst 
Good Works wrought through Faith by the 
Holy Ghosts which are as necessary a cooditioii 
of our Justification^ as Faith itself^ and made so 
^ by ibi» tery St. Paul^ as shall be now shewn.^ 

See Bishop Home's admirable Sermon tm 
'' Works a Condition of Justification/' 
Discourse 30^ Vol. v. of his Works by 
Jones of Nayland^ 
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3%efnost energetk that the Greek language eoutd 

supply, &c. p. 18. 

Those who have supposed St. Paul and St 
Jmes to be at variance on the point of Faith^ 
have not only-Rot attended to the general difference 
in the line of argument adopted by those ■ Aposttes 
to isnit two different eras of the Christian Church, 
but aeem to have overlooked this and many other 
strOung passages of St. Paul's Epistles. 

In my observations on the Apostolic Doctrine 
of Faiths I have therefore confined myself to the 
account given by St. Paul himself : nor is it neces* 
nury to go further fur conviction^ that for from dis« ' 
paniging good works^ he considered them the 
genuine fruits of faith. In one remarkable in- 
stance indeed^ comprehending them under the 
term Charity^ he places them above Faith :^m2 
now abideth Faith, Hope, Charity, these three ; 
but the greatest of these is Charity. (1 Cor. xiii, 
13.) 

I beg leave to insert the original of the passage^ 
from Titus iii. 8. 

AiaCfCftiouo-tai 
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AiaCtCaifu(6«> is a term which expresses the obli- 
gation of a giver or seller of any thing to maintain 
the litte^ gift, or sale, against all contravening 
claims, suits, and entanglements, Asseverare, id 
est, ut rem ccrtisBimam, et de qua minime sit ambi- 
gendum, asserere. See Leigh's Critica Sacra. 

*fevti'^«fi, that they be careful ; the word signi- 
fies something more ; that they study, devise, and 
bend the whole strength of their minds to the ob- 
ject. Ibid. 4 

ItftUrtttixi. This is a metaphorical expression 
borrowed from the military Profession, and means, 
to set themselves in the front of the battle, mani 
fully to march before the rest, so as to excite and 
encourage, by their valour and diligence, the whole 
of the army. The Apostle would have Christians- 
ardent, forward, and the first in good works ; to go 
before others, as their leaders, their captains, and' 
their examples. Ibid. 

T(t xAAa. According to the grammatical rule, 
" Articulus preestantiam demonstrat," I insert tiie- 
article in the translation. 



A 
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I *■ Ultkk Calvin himself acknowtedged. P. %l. 



" Si quis ita plebem compellct, ' Si non creditit, 
" ideo fit quia jam Divlnilits cxitio destinatt estis :' 
" is non modd ignaviam fovei, sed eliam indulget 
" malilue. Si quis in futunim quoque tempus 
" sententiam extendat, quod non sunt creditun qui 
" audiunt, quia Rcprobati sunt ; imprecalio eirt 
" magis quam doctrina. Tales itaque Auguslinus 
" noil immerito, tanquam vel insulsos doclorcs vel 
" sinistros ct ominosos Prophelas, ab Ecclesifi ju- 
" bet facesscre." 

Ciilvini Institut. lib. iii. cap. S3, sect. 14. 

Tlius translated by Mr. John Allen, who has 
lately published the Institutes of Calvin in English. 

" If any one address the ))cople in such a nay as 
" this. If you believe not, it is because you are by 
" a Divine decree already destined to destruction ; 
" he not onl^ cherishes stothfulncss, bttt even 
" encourages wickedness. If any one extend the 
" declaration to the future, that they who hear will 
" never believe, because they arc reprobated, this 
" would be rather imprecation than instruction, 
" Such, persons, therefore, as foolish Teachers 
" or inauspicious ominous Prophets, Augustine 
" charges to depart from the Church." 

Be 
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Be it remembered that St. Augustine was the 
first propounder of these frightful doctrines ; and 
that Calvin, who consid^s the unwary teacher of 
them to be denouncing a curse rather than deliver- 
ing instmction to his hearers, was the person who 
reduced them into system, and by his extensive 
learning and great eloquence^ gave tfaem, unhap- 
pily, their importance and their name. 

It has been well observed, that if such were the> 
true doctrines of the Bible, the Bible itself would- 
be an useless Be¥elation> and all our preiyching^ 
vaii|. . 



Misinterpreted 
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Mismterpreted and misapplied Texts, chii^frafHi 
the EpisUes of St. Paulj and an trnperfeet ctm- 
sUeraiion of the extraordinary and ordhuny 
assistances of the Holy Ghost. P. 92. 

I scarcely dare to begin a Note upon so copious 
a theme. The texts which appear to me to be. 
misinterpreted or misapplied by sectarian writers 
sire so numerous^ that to do any thing like justice 
to the important subject, more leisure is required 
than ft can bestow, and higher attainments than I 
possess. But as it is upon these texts that our 
accusers found their charge against us of not 
preaching in the true spirit of the Gospel, and as 
they urge the charge with seeming triumph, before 
persons who either have not the ability, or are not 
Very solicitous, to unfold the real meaning of these 
texts, by a reference to the language in which they 
were originally expressed, to the occasion on which 
they were written, or to the connection oi the 
discourse in which they arc to be found, it becomes 
necessary, as we proceed, to examine such as bear 
more immediately upon the points of doctrine un- 
der discussion. 

I select therefore for this Note, one or twof 
which they are frequently quotings as decisively in 

&your 
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favour of the doctrine of the sensible operation of 1 
the Holy Spirit in our minds, and of the assurance [ 
we may expect to be imparted to us thereby of our I 
final salvation. 

The dangerous doctrine of perceptible influxes ' 
of the Spirit, seema to rest with them chiefly on that i 
question of St Paul, to the disciples of John the 
Baptist whom he met at Ephesus, Have ye re- 
ceived ike Holy Ghost since ye believed? (Acta 
six. 2.) Accordingly, Dr. Hawker, (vol. ii. p. 2i.) i 
after having quoted the promise of CKrist that they 
Holy Gkxtst should abide with them for ever,< ' 
should dwell in them, and be in them, and shouldi | 
teach them all things, and guide them into all' 
truth, (John xvi. 13.) adds, " and in conformity to 
" this dcclarelion of Christ, we find the Apostles in 
" all their preaching;8 and writings perpetually 
" dwelling on the same doctrine, assuring their 
" converts that the grand evidence of a true faith 
" was this inward testimony of the Holy Ghost, 
" when the Spirit itself bare tcilness to [uiVAJ 
" their spirits that they were the children of God, 
" (Uom. viii. 16.) and demanding in the most 
" earnest manner, a^ the only infallible criterion of 
" the reality of their Christian principles, whether 
" they had recetvcrf the Holy Ghost since th^ 
" believed." (Acts xlx. 2.) 

Where, in this quotation, shall we begin to unfold 

its numerous misinterpretations and misapplications? 

A wrong turn appears to be given to every text of 

Scripture 
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Scripture refeired to. The promises of Christ, 
(John xvi. 13.) were evidently made to the Dis- 
ciples alone, and not to the world at large ; although 
to the Disciples assuredly for the benefit of the 
world at large. They were distinctly made to tliem 
by our Lord (when he was warning them of the 
tribulation they were soon to encounter from the 
world) in order to encourage them in the arduous 
task of propagating the Gospel. Let us next en- 
qoire in what part of Holy Writ we are to find 
" the Apostles demanding in the most earnest man- 
" ner as the only infallible criterion of the reality 
" of their Christian principles, whether they had 
" received the Hoftf Ghost ?" I know not that any 
other Apostle than St. Paul made the enquiry, or 
that St. Paul made it more than once. And it re- 
quires only an unprejudiced consideration of the 
occasion on which he made it, as it is to be ascer- 
tained from the History in which it appears, to 
natisfy ourselves that it simply meant — Have yon 
been baptized with the new Baptism of the Holy 
Ghost? They were, as I observed, the disciples of 
John to whom St. Paul now addressed himself; 
and they had since been converted to the Christian 
Paitli. They had believed in Christ, John indeed 
had baptized them with water tinlo liepentaiice, 
according to the ancient Jewish Hite, but Si. Paul 
sought to impart to tliem, if they had not already 
received it, according to the Christian improvement 
of that Sacrament, the higher, the holier, the more 
k comprehensive 
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comprclicnsive Baptism v( the Iluly Gliost in (A^ 
tiamc of the Lord Jesus : in order tliiU they ini^^lQ 
receive the gifts which llieir Mission required, I 
gifts of Tongues and of Prophecy ; of Propheq 
whereby they might be enabled, wilhuut continuei 
study, which the lime did nut then admit of, 
interpret tlie ancient Propliecics ; and of Tongue! 
whereby, without human means of acquiring laiv 
guages, for which they were not prepared by edi^ 
cation, they might preach tlie Gospel to every ti 
in his vernacular idiom. And so far were thi 
Disciples from needing a sensible conversion by thi 
Holy Ghost, that they were asked whether, evei 
after their conversion, they liad received the HoljH 
Ghost ; so far were they from being sensible of tlw 
operation of the Holy Ghost in their conversioi 
that after their conversion lliey replied lo this qua 
tion, IOC have not no much as heard v}hetker thei 
be any Holy Ghost, (v. 2.) 

But another passage of Scripture is introduce) 
upon tlie authority of which, it is said, that " i 
" Apostles assured their converts, that t!ie { 
" evidence of their Faith was the inward testinioni 
" of tlic Holy Ghost." The Spirit of God heart 
wit7iess to [tcilht together with, Sujujuafiufn,] ow 
Spirit that we are Ike Children of God. Thi 
passage is of some diilitulty and has been varioualjl 
interpreted. From the context carefully cnnsidere< 
and following the train of his argument ihrongh tiM 
whole chapter, 1 conceive its meaning to be ven 
dilTerentJ 



131 

difTerent, if not, indeed, directly (he reverse of wliat 
lias, by certain writers, been assigned to it. Let 
the argument run tlius. We believe that being 
Christians we are become the Sons of God. We 
believe rightly : we are so. Christ hath died for 
QS. The Spirit hath adopted us. But let ».■< not 
rest on this internal testimony alone ; an hig;her 
testimony is required to give us complete assurance, 
(hat our adoption is perfect, and that we shall, if we 
forfeit not this privilege, participate in the Inheri- 
tance of Sons : and this is the testimony of the Spi- 
rit of God. How shall this testimony be afforded ? 
If it be sought in our own inward feelings, how can 
we distinguish it from the uncertain persuasion of 
our own minds ? We shall still in fact have but one 
witness ; and that an incompetent, and partial 
witness, our own possibly vain, certainly fallible, 
iniag;i nation. But we have; at the same time, 
another and a higher testimony, the testimony of 
(he Holy Ghost, outwardly and openly as well as 
secretly and inwardly displaying; in us His inlluonce 
and power, and producing in us His blessed Kruits ; 
in our minds an implicit faith in Christ; in our 
conduct, a sincere obedience to his wilt. This is 
the only way, in which spiritual agents can give 
ttieir united testimony. They can only shew their 
agency by its effects. We may thus convince our- 
selves, and convince the world that we are in Christ 
Jesus— by walking not after the Hesh but after 
the Spirit, (v. I.) We shew that we are Chrisl'a 
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— by having the Spirit of Christ, (v. 9.) ^V'e 
prove that we are the Sons of God, inasmucli as we 
are ted by the Spirit of Cod. (v. 1+.) The Holy 
Spirit hath adopted m. This Spirit of Adoption 
bears His testimony tlias incoiitroverlibly, in con 
eent with the testimony of onr own minds, that we 
are the Children of Cod ; and if Children, then 
Heirs ; Heirs of God, and Joint-Heirs tcilh 
Christ: yet let us not be high-minded, but fear. 
AVe are adopted children, bnt may forfeit our 
adoption. We are Heirs, but may lose our lohe- 
ritance. We still are not absolutely assured of 
being glorified with Christ hereafter, unless vie 
eulTer with him here : for the sentence proceeds, 
if so be that we suffer with Him, that loe may be 
also glorified together ; (v. 17.) and noon after- 
wards, ourselves alsoichtch have Ike first-fruits of 
the Spirit, even wc otirsetves groan within our- 
selves, wailing for the adoption, to wit, the Jie- 
demption of our body*, (v. 23.) 

Equally dangerous is the error arising from the 
niisinterprelatioi) of a similar expression used by Si. 
Paul in his Second Epietlc to the Corinthians : Now 
he that hath wrought us for the selfsame thing it 



• Haw strictly in unison ivith tliis interpretation of St. Paii»" 
argument is the language ol' our Churcli in [lie Collect for 
ChriEtniBg Day, and the .Sundny after. " Grant that we being 
" llegeneralt, and made thy ChiUhen bi/ ndniition and gracf^ 
« maif daily be rene:ved by Ihij Hofi/ Spirit !" 

Coif, 
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God, mho also hath given unto us the earnest of 
Ike Spirit. (3 Cor. v. y.) This is by our accusers 
appropriated to tliemselves as a personal and abso- 
lute assurance to individuals from Iheir in^vard feel- 
ings of their future salvation future, did I say? 

— of their etei'nal salvation being already and inde- 
fectibly confirmed to them by " tiie Seal of God in 
" their hearts." The consequence of so delusive a 
self-persuasion must be dreadful in the extreme. 
It cannot but lead its professors into a fatal security. 
■And it naturally folloivod tttat the holders of this 
doctrine would consider it not only " unnecessary," 
but even " a folly lo preach the terrors of the Lord 
" to those who know liiat they are accepted of the 
" Lord," (See Minute of 2nd Conference quoted in 
p, 64.) St. Paul, however, had a very different 
meaning;, and makes a very difTerenl use of the ar- 
gument. Let us examine the chain of his reason- 
ing;: Now he that hath wrought us for the self- 
same thins, *<"■ ® resiirrecLion to eternal life, is 
God, who also hath given us the earnest of the 
Spirit, the Spirit a.s an earnest thereof According- 
lo his argument in the chapter we have jusl left, 
If the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from Ike 
dead dwell in you, lie, that raised up Christ from 
the dead, shall also quiclan your mortal bodies by 
his Spirit that dieelleth in you. (Rom. viii. II,) 
We have this earnest and pledge lo animate us to 
the performance of llie annexed condition. We 
have not, however, complete assurance of \vhat will 

be 
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be our portion in . that future state ; whether we 
shall be accepted of God : we walk by Faith not hjf 
sight. But we have confidence to encounter the 
perils which thicken around us^ knowing thatwhiUt 
toe are at home in the body, we are absent frnm, 
the Lord, And having this confidence, we are 
willing rather to be absent from the body and t9 
be present with the Lord. Wherefore (having^ 
this earnest of the Spirit^ being thus assured by Ae 
Spirit of our resurrection to a future life, and of the 
terms upon which we may^ in virtue of Christ's me- 
ritorious sacrifice, secure our acceptance with God,) 
we LABOUR, that whether present or absent we uis 
BE accepted of him. For we must aU appear before 
the judgment-seat of Christy that every one may 
receive the tilings done in his body^ according to 
that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. 
Knowing therefore the terrors of the Lord, we 
persuade men, Sgc. %c, Sgc. (2 Cor. v. 5, 6, 7, 8 9, 
10, 11 
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■The promised aid of the Spirit was that it should 
GoiDB tkem into all Truth. P. 33. 

'Oinyiitii, (John xvi. 13.) literally translated, shall 
lead the wai/ ; a most appropriate expression, shew- 
ing, in one worti, the iiiobtruslve nature of the Holy 
Spirit's influence, man's absolute need of his assist- 
iBce, and the necessity of his contnmal co-operation. 
It is used not, very often in the New Testament 
and in the Sepluagint Version of the Old, but every 
ffhere in a sense which excludes all idcu of com- 
pulsion and irresistible restraint. Tiie ^me word 
is employed in Deuteronomy to express God's gui- 
dance of the Israelites through the wilderness by a 
pillar of tire and of a doud ; and in the Uevelation 
of St. John to denote the heavenly Sheplierd's 
leading his thirsty lambs, according to the custom 
of the Eaal, (where shepherds went before their 
flocks) to living fountains of water. As a beautiful 
moral poet writes, " Me is not free to keep the 
" path, wlio is not free to stray." It is not the 
office of the Spirit to restrain by force in the right 
path, those who negligently or wilfully depart from 
it. The idolatrous Israelite may sleep and not 
see it ; he may be looking to earthly things, and 
not regard it; but when he wishes lo return to 

the 
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tlie way of tlic Lord, the pillar of the cloud or of 
the fire is before him : when the stray lamb thirsts 
for the living fountains, the Shepherd is at hand to 
lead him forth beside the waters of comfort. 

It was needful for the Apostles that they should . 
be enabled to recal to mind every word of their | 
ISIaster'B mouth, aud, those living; comments upon | 
bis words, all the acts of his life : though they were 
6o numerous that his beloved Disciple, in the figu- j 
i-ative language of the East, affirms, that if they j 
should be written every one, he supposes the worlds 
itself could not contain the books that should 1 
written ; and in every difficulty which might, not- J 
witlistanding this extraordinary gift of memoryj,! 
occur in the application of his doctrines, tiie Holy ' 
Spirit was promised to guide their willing minda 
into all truth ; all requisite knowledge of the past, 
the present, and the future. Though circumstances 
are changed in regard to Christians of the present 
day, we still have need of the same guide to go in 
the path before us, for " He alone shews to them 
" that be in Error the light of his Truth, to the 
" intent that they may return into the way of righ- 
" teousness *. And He will aid our humble en- 
deavours, if we continually pray, as we ouglit, 
for that continual help which our Church, with 
ber usual accuracy, dehiics us the preventing and 



* Collect for third Sunday after Easier. 



assisting A 




137 

Moisting grace of the Spirit * ; that ^^ by bis 
'' boly inspiration we may think those things that 
^ be good, and by his merciful guiding may per- 
'^ form the same^ through Jesus Christ our Lord f /' 



* Gratia Dei pneveniente, ut velimus, et co^perante, dam 
fcdumus. Art. 10. 
f Collect for fifth Sunday after Easter. 
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Modem assertors of instantaneous conversion, %c. 

P.24- 

The regular Clergy are accused of having As- 
claimed the Apostolic Doctrine of Regeneration. 
We have not disclaimed it. But in imitation of 
St. Paul himself, vre adapt our discourses to the 
peculiar exigencies of our hearers. St Paul, 
addressing himself to adults^ who had never known 
the living God^ and who^ although Christ had died 
to atone for their iniquities^ were yet insensible 
of their danger^ and regardless of the grace offered 
to them^ to persons dead in trespasses and sins, 
used a language corresponding with the difficult 
reformation he had to accomplish. He called upon 
them to be^ as it may well be stiled, bom again, by 
conversion and baptism^ to a new life. We preach 
to persons already regenerated by baptism^ who 
have in their riper years accepted the grace offered 
to them, and entered for themselves into the Chris- 
tian covenant. It is true that most of them are, 
notwithstanding, immersed in wickedness, and in- 
sensible of their danger. They sleep, and we must 
awaken them unto righteousness; not so much 
unto a new birth as unto newness of life, to an 
entire renovation of the heart and its affections. 

We 
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We call not upon the regenerate to be again rege- 
nerated, but to shew the fruits of baptismal regene- 
ration in holiness of life ; to " walk answerably to 
" their Christian calling, and as becometh the 
" children oflight," by "continually mortifying all 
" their evil and corrupt affeclionSj and daily pro- 
" ceeding in all virtue and godliness of living •." 
We call upon them, not for the first time to em- 
brace the feith, but to " confess the faith of Cliriat 
" crucified :" not now for the first time to enter the 
service of Christ, but to " continue his faithful sol- 
*' diers and servants, manfully fighting, under his 
" banner, against sin, the world, and the Devil, 
" unto their life's end f." 

But the gradual renovation of the heart and life 

is a slow unseen process. It wants tliat bustle and 

interest, and dramatic eifect, which seem so suited 

tto the taste of our accusers. They call upon us 

rto commute this dull sobriety of our Church for 

something more animated, and, in their view, more 

postolic. 

That I may not be thought to have misconceived 
their sentiments, 1 quote from their most admired 
writers. 

- " Wrestling %vith God in prayer, he saw himself 
" surrounded on a sudden -xilh an inexpressible 



• Ofiice for Public Daplis 



f Ibid. 

" lighl : 
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" light : and afterwards, when seized with a pain- 
" ful illness, he declared. Though I am not in 
" heaven yet, I am as sure of it as if I was, as surs' 
" of Christ as if I had him already." 

J. Wesley, 5 Journal, p. 27. 

" Yet the seed sown even here was not quite 
" lost. For on Thursday morning, between four 
■" and five, John Brown, then of Tanfield Leigh, 
" was waked out of sleep by the voice that raiseth' 
" Uie dead ; and ever since he has been fuli of 
" love, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost." 
J. W. 5 Journal, p. 78. 

It appears by the confession of Mr. Wesley, that 
the aforesaid " John Brown, who had received a' 
" sense of the love of God a few days before, came 
" riding tlirough the town hollowing [hallooing] 
" and shouting, and driving all the people before 
" him, telling them, God had told him he should 
" be a king, and should tread iiis enemies under 
" his feel." Had I seen this unequivocal proof of 
mental derang'emciit, before I miniKed down the 
foregoing extract, in a former edition, 1 might in 
pity have forborne to bring fui'ward the case of a 
man evidently suffering under the most severe visi- 
tation of Providence. Vet, perhaps, it may be' 
useful to shew how far delirium may go, before it 
be suspected by Enthusiasts of forfeiting the cha- 
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meter of in»pimtion. Mr. Wesley, as if he did not 
yet surmise that his mind was beyond the reach of 
reason^ adds^ ^' I sent him home immediately to his 
*^ work, and advised him to cry day and night to 
'' God^ that he might be lowly in heart ; lest Satan 
" should gain an advantage over him/' 

J. W. 5 Journal^ p. 79, 

'^ He, (John Manners,) writes thus, ' On the 
Lord's Day, she, (Dorothy King,) felt an entire 
change, while these words were spoke to her 
'^ heart, I%ou art all fair, my hve : there is no 
spot in thee. (Solomon's Song.) Since my last 
account, many have been sanctified, and several 
justified. One of the former is William Moor. 
'^ He was u long time struggling for the blessing ; 
'^ and one night he was resolved not to go to bed 
'^ without it. He continued wrestling 'with God 
" for two hours, when he felt a glorious change, 
" and the Spirit of God witnessing tliat the work 
'' was e2one.— Last week eleven were justified or 
*' sanctified, and this week eleven more ; eight of 
*^ whom received remission of sins, and three a 
^' clean heart; and a troop are waiting for the 
*' moving of the water.' Thus far the account of 
" John Manners, quite unadorned, but plain and 
•^ sensible." 

J. W. Works, vol. xxxi. p. 178. 
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'^ The Spirit at length came domi, like a mighty 
'^ rushing wind, and carried all before it" 



J. W. 7 Journal^ p. 57. 



'^ The Spirit of the Lord came down like a 
** mighty rushing wind ; immediately there was 
" shrieking in every comer of the congregation ; 
^' men's hearts failing them for fear, many falling." 

G. Whitfield, 7 Journal, p. 57. 

'* The power of the Lord came upon the con- 
" gregation^ and the Holy Ghost overshadowed 
** them.'' 

J. W. 3 Journal^ p. 56. 

'^ In my prayer the power of God came down, 
" and gave a great shock : such an abiding uni- 
'^ versal shock I never knew before. In the after- 
" noon the shock was veify great ; the place was 
'' almost rent by the power and presence of God.'* 

G. W. See Bp. Lavington^ Vol. I. part i. p. 47. 

" When we had sung a verse or two^ such a 
*' wonderful Divine influence descended on the 
'* people, that the house seemed to be filled with 
^ the presenci^ of God." 

Meth. Mag. June, 1807, p. 285. 

'' When a Methodist was receiving the Sacra- 
'' roent, God was pleased to let him see a eru- 

" cified 
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^^ cified Saviour ; he saw the fountain opened in 
" his side." 

J. W. 3 Journal^ p. 16, and G. W. Farther 
Dealing, p. 22. 

" Both Mr. Wesley and Mr. Whitfield have 
^' produced St Paul's being struck to the ground, 
" and continuing three days blind, as being in Uiis 
'' manner, and during this time, in the pangs of 
" the new birth." 

Bp. LaVihgton, Vol. ii. p. 237. 

*' God made bare his holy arm : one and another 
" and another ^vas struck to the earth, exceedingly 
" trembling at the presence of God." 

J. W. 3 Journal, p. 50. 

" A young >voman, struck doum by the power of 
" God's Word^ has continued ever since, as St. 
'* Paul did^ sick in body^ and under great agonies 
** of soul." 

G. W. 6 Journal, p. 2K 

" One having dropt down as if shot with a gun ; 
'' upon his rising, I had half an hour's conversation 
" witli him on the nature of the New Birth." 

G. W. 7 Journal, p. 12. 

" Mr. Seward, w*hose circumstances both before 
" and in his conversion, much resemble those of 

" St. 
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^ St. Paul.-^— It pleased God to rcvad his Son 
" tatto him, and to eatt him down to the ear^, 
" by eight days sickness, in which time be scarce 
" ever eat, or drank, or slept, and underwent great 

** inward agonies and tortures ; when God 

" sent a poor travelling woman ^t came to sell 
" strew toys, to instruct him in the nature of our 
" Second Birth." 

G.W. 3 Journal, p.SI. 

" The tmth is, I. God suddenly and stron^y 
*' convinced many that they were lost sinners : the 
" natural consequences whereof were sudden out- 
" cries, and strong bodily convulsions. 2. To 
" strengthen and encourage them that believed^ 
" and to make his work more apparent, be fa- 
" voured several of them wUh IHvine Dreams, 
" olhert mith Tranres and Vitiont" 

J. W. Woits, Vol. xix. p. 344. • ^' 

•"iThis meeting was divinely favrtured beyond ' *» t 

* ^."description. Several were on the ground tijiiig- * , . 

" formercy, others \n exfasies. Some were Ijing '^ 

" at) ill the pangs of death ; many were as cold aa \ 

. ♦ " clay, and as still as if dead. Hundreds of the ^ 

^" behevers were so overcome with the Power of , V^ 

" Gud, that tliey fell down as in a s'j!00n, and '^j 

^ " lay for twenty or thirty minutes, and some for , j 

>•# •" an lioar. In the evening, as many of the 

. 'f " mourners were collected as possible, and placed 
' , " under 
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' under an arbour. The sig;ht of them was a 
' dreadful resemblance of Hell — doleful lamenta- 
' lions heard, comparable to those which we may 
' conceive to be the lamentations of the damned. 
' These commonly obtained peace in one moment, 
' and praised God aloud." 

Coke and Moore's Life of J. W. p. l62. 



*' As my mother bore mc with great pain, so did 
" I feel great pain in my soul in being born of 
" God. I thought the pains of Hell were upon 
" me, and that my soul was taking leave of my 
" body. I was in this violent agony for about four 
" houi-S, then began to feel tliat I was born of 
" God." 

J. W. .1 Journal, p. 18. 

" She fell into extreme agonies — soon after 
" knew tliat Christ had forgiven her sins — and 
' becameyi'om* that hour a Believer." 
i^ J, W. 3 Journal, p. 26, 



, ' L. C.'s agonies bo iiitreased, that «Iie seemed 
*i'in tlie parti's of dea'A.— But in a moment God 
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*' spoke. She knew his voice, uid both Body and 
f Soul were healed." * 

J. W.dJoBnwl, p.95. 

" It is in the Spiritual as in the Natural Ufe ; 
" some feel more, others less, but all experieoce 
" some pangs and travails, 'ere Christ is formed 
" in them." G. W. 

" A woman seized with little less than the 
" agonies of death ; 6f e days she travailed and 
" groaned, then in a moment was full of Love and 
*' Joy." 

J. W. 3 Journal, p. 43. 

But woe, woe, interminable woe to those who 
have not this sensible testimony of their election. 
*' A sensible honest women told the Bishop of 
" Exeter, in presence of several witnesses, that 
! *' Mr. J. Wesley came to litf house, and questioned ^ .- 
^ ^e^ ,' Wheth^ s^e hadmiwissHrance of her Sal- '**' 4^ ^ 
■ , " ' valicm •■■ Her answer was, ibat ' she hoped ; .^ 
% > f 'ihc Hhoiiltl be Baved, but liad no absolute as- : ' 

* *^'(j|ur»ii(^e »f it.' ' NVliy tlien," replied he, ' you '■ 
¥ " ' are ill Hell; y»>B are damned already.' This' 

«4 " '^11 tiurilied llu poor woman, wlin was then with ' ^ M 
<'hild, that shewRsfgrievuu.«Iy alraid of miscarry 



;( 



' ^i" " ina^. and cuuld not in u lonsj lime recover licV , J 
.9 0* 4 '■ right miod." _See lAviiigUHi. (Bi»!iop of Exeter,* H ] 
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Part 3. p. 4. and Ins Lordsliip's Letter to Mr. J. 
Wesley, in Melliodisin Unmasked*, p; 19. 

Instead of ttius scaring the unassured penitent in 
(hat bitter hour, wherein he has indsf need of 
Christian consolation, instead of ttius breaking the 
brutst:d reed ; how much belter employed is the 
regular Parish Priest, when in the form prescribed 
by our Church, he enters the sick man's abode, 
saying, Teacc'be to this house, and to all that 
dwell in it ; and proceeds to pray in the truly 
Evang;elical \vord9 she has provided for him : O 
Lord ! look down from Heaven, behold, vUit, and 
relieve this thy Hevvant : Look upon him with 
the ejfCB of thy Mercy, and gii'c him comfort and 
sure confidence in J'hecf. How slrictly is this 
language of our Church in accordance with the 
gracious Message brought by IsaJali, (l. — 10.) to 



• A Minister among the Weslejnn MethoJrsts has cliarged 
liie Author with n ietlgn to vilil'y iheir characters by " ail- 
" ducing this story frcmi Laviiigloii." The ^uilior was berore 
awsro that Mr, W. hail ilenicd (lie fact, and (whicli appears 
to have been unknonn to tliis Gentleman,) that this denial 
prompted the Chancellor, the Archdeacon, and other respect- 
able Persons of llie Diocese of Exeter, to tnvcitigiite the 
Affair. Tlieir Certificates addresged to Dishop Lavington are 
grven at leogtli in the WoTk referred to, entitled " Mclhodisn 
" Utinuukcd." 

f Order of Visitation of the Sick. 

l2 the 
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tlie &11en race of Man, thu« rendered by BUhop 
Lovrth, witb eqoal accuracy and beauty. 

Who is Acre among you that feareth Jehovah ?— 
Let him hearken unto the voice of his Servant 
[Who is there among you that feareth Jehovah f] 
That walketh in darkness^ and hath no light i— 
Let him trust in the name of Jehovah, 
And rest himself on the support of his God. 




i-*! 
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M hardened sinners are the persons selected 
for this grace, &c. p. 27. 



It appears to be a favourite maxim with the 
I tcacliera whose doctrines we are now considering^, 
God selects the most unhkely, unpromising 
ind unworthy, to skew thejreenesa and efficacy of 
his grace, and to secure alt the glory to himself. 

Not to expatiate at present on the field of ar- 
^ment thus opened to us by shewing the absur- 
dity of supposing that Grace is most free when 
thus forced upon t)ie heart which is unconscioua of 
its wants, and unprepared for its holy visitant; or 
that it is more efficacious in rousing; the abandoned 
sinner to sudden repentance than tn maintaining 
the comparatively good man in (he difficult path 
of riglileousness, though beset wilb ever-present 
temptations : — not to expose tbe daring impiety of 
the idea that God's glory can be increased by the 
sins of man, or that He can entertain an ambition 
of securing to himself such glory ; — I will proso- 
cute for a few moments the enquiry whether the 
fad itt^elf be as presumed ; whether in the ordi- 
nary dispensations of his providence^ God does 
really select the most unlikely^ unpromising, and 
unworthy. 

1 may 
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I may be pardoned, I hope, if I do not admil:! 
as proofs the histories of what they call ** tke\ 
" Predilections of Grace," brouglit forward : 
the Journals, and other works of Sectarian writers :1 
especially, as in referring to the facts recorded \Sf I 
the Holy Spirit, 1 accept the challenge they theni-^ 
selves have given. 

<- '•** Are y6ur sJBS of a deep die? The greal 
'^^ have been pardoned: but none, you think, wei 
" ever so great as yours. How can that be ? 
" it not written, Jesus Christ came into the "wori 
" to save sinners, of whom I, says Panl, am chiefJO 

Romaine, 2d Serm. on Song; of Solomon. 
•IV ■ ■; 

), " Had any preparation been needful^ who Id 
'fS prepared than JMaltkew, Zaccheus, or Me o 
" tnan of Samaria ? Had any merit been i-eqw 
•* red, who so unlikely to lintl acceptance as ( 
", Apostle Paul ?' 
( ' Hawker on Religion a Personal Concern. :! 



On the -character of St. Paul I have aln 
animadverted in thd Sermon. 

Respecting St. JSIatUiew we know littfe ; bflfl 
what we do know appears to me lo disprove the 
iiift;rpnce which Dr. Hawker drew of his being 
" nnprepartd." 

He was by pwfession ti publican ; determined 
probably to that course of life by circumstances 
over which he bad little or no contruul. His i 

paltj 
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.pation confined him to tlie coast of the sea of Oali- 
. 4ee, tlie^cctie of our Saviour's iilfancy, of his 
first mii^cteS] and of his earliest discourses. Struck 
' toith those miracles, won by those discourses^ and 
f venerating the purity of Christ's Ufe, he was al- 
ready, it appears, in heart a disciple of our blessed 
I Ijord, before he was called to become an Apostle. 
For no sooner was he called, than he left alt, rose 
up, and foUowed him. (Luke v. 27, 28.) He left 
his fortunes, his friends, his family, to follow him, 
*ho had not where tn lay his head. And Levi 
, (Matthew) made him, continues St. Luke, a great 
feast in his own house, and there was a great 
I compant/ of publicans and others. It is pleasing 
' to remark the account given by St. Matthew him- 
self of the same circumstance. And as Jesus passed 
[ forth from thence, he saw a man named Matthem, 
titting at the receipt of custom. And he saiih 
'Mnto him, follow me. And he arose and foUowed 
him. And it came to pass, as Jesus sat at meat 
in the house, behold mani/ publicans and ginnera 
came and sat down with him and his disciples. 
Mattix.'9. 

Theifact is told with great simplicity by Si. 
Xuke; nor could we have impeached St. Matthew 
*f vanity, if he had used the same terms. Observie 
then his humility ; humility worthy of the man 
■tvho had caught the kindred grace from his blessed 
"Master; who had learnt from him to be meek and 
lowly in liearL His language is that of the most 

pur« 
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pure wiiassuming modesty, and must convince tho'J 
considerate reader that in obeying the call, hi» I 
conduct was not that of a mind suddenly changet} J 
in all its purposes. Hcie is no enthusiasm, n(^4 I 
proud affectation of humility, no assertion of merit, 
no claim of rewaid, such as St. Peter made, (Malt, 
xix. 27.) Behold we have farsahen all, and fobf i 
toiced thee ; vfhal shall we have therefore f 

To this reasoning it may perhaps be answerei 
that our Saviour himself acknowledg'es the sinfuirn 
ness of his new disciple in llie reply which he; I 
made to the cavils of the PIiaviscL's on his eating J 
witb publicans and sinners: Y/te^ that be ^holsX 
need not a physician, but they thai be sick. But 1 
surely our Saviour meant they who arc wliole ii>'] 
their own esliination, as you are, need not a phy? I 
sician, but they, who like Matthew and other pub- I 
licans, sinners as you call them, and as iu humility i 
Matthew call^ himself, are sick, and feel the wan) 
of his assistance. Had there been any particular I 
criminality in the life of this new disciple, thosp-l 
who dared to accuse our Lord himself of gluttony T 
and drunkenness, would iiave been eager to expose | 
it. 

It is undoubtedly true, lliat in (he selection i^J 
Ills messengers lit mankind, God chose the foolish I 
things of this world, persons deNlilute of worldly 
wisdom ; to confound the wis<; the iceali to con- 
found ihc inighij/ ; the base, the mean, o^ ptfrsons 
of little ealiniiiliyn ainun!;- nicii, to cmifound tka-y 
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r jN'out' ; that nojlesk should glory in hie presence : 
Wil Cor. i. 27.) but it is no where asserted that he 
rcbooses the wicked to confound the righteous, the 
Ijguilty to confound Ihe innocent, or unrepentiiig 
Tenners to confound the angels in heaven. They, 
■ •We are iHught, though in rculinBof perfect blessed- 
I'^ss, are yet touclied nilh a holy sympathy in 
tSste contemplation of human virtue extricating it- 
rielf by it^ own effort from the entanglements of gin, 
rmd ftave joy over every sinner that repenteih. 
I (Luke XV. JO,) 

- That however upon which more reliance seems 
I to be placed, is the conversion (as it is called) of 
[ Zticcheus, and it is a main object with some wri- 
j'lers, to describe him as a most profligate character. 
L ^be arguDient appears to mc to rest cliiefly upon 
1 the circumstance of his having been a publican, a 
[ ^ame with which that of sinner was proverbially 
I iMsociated. " Zaccheus then," says Mr, Whit- 
field, " being a publican, was no doubt a sinner, 
.*' and being cliicf among the publicans, conae- 
," quent(y was chief among sinners." (Q. E. D. ! ! !) 
Without doubt, collectors and farmers of the pub- 
lic taxes and customs, were exposed to the tempta- 
tion of extortion, either for their own gain, or for 
the favor of ibuse whose revenues they increased; 
and that they too ofieii yielded to the temptation, 
we may infer from Itic fact of the profession being 
proscribed as degrading to a Jew, who on cxerci- 
ling it loal the privileges of his birth, and ranked 

with 
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with Geotaes, (Mstt. xviii. 17.) When, however, 
names of proscription are applied generalty to a 
whole class of persons, it is reasonable to suspect 
that tliey are not always applied with justice to all 
the individuals of that class ; especially when in 
the execution of tbeir office they interfere with the 
comforts of the people, and when, ds In the caje of 
the pubhcansof Judea, they raise the contribution 
for a distant and unacknowledged government as a 
right of conquest, a tax impoeed by rapacHy and 
levied with oppression. 

It is remarkable loo, that though we read of 
•' publicans and sinners" in the Gospel, and 
Ihoogh our Saviour, adopting, as was his custom, 
the popular language, associated the terms ; the 
only publicans who arc brought to our notice, nn- 
less. indeed Zacclieus be an exception, are repre>- 
aenled as sonienhat less sinful than their neigh- 
bours : and though the haughty Pharisee objected 
to our Saviour's intercourse with persons of this 
protession, enough is related by the Evangelists 
to Justify the condescension. Sec Matt. xi. 19. 
Luke vii.34. 

Of St. Matthew I have already spoken. Of 
oUier pubUoans we read that while the Pharisees 
shut up the kingdom of Heaven against men, 
neither going in themselves, nor sutlering tbei 
that were entering to go in, publicans shewed so 
much more humility, and such readiness to attend 
lus doctrine, that our Saviour told tlie elders that 
pubhcBua 
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publicans and harlots go into the kingdom of God^ 
Ihat i<i, embrace Christianity before thciQj for that 
publicans and liarlots repented at the preaching <)f 
John, and they, even with these examples before 
their eyes, repented not. Tlic publicans were 
among those who were baptized with the baptism 
of John, when the Phaiisees and lawyers had re- 
fused his baptism, Luke vii. 29, 30. Of one ptib- 
lican in particalar, we are informed in the most 
beautiful parable of our Lord, that for his humility 
he went down from the Temple justified rather than 
the Pharisee, who observed, with scrupulous exact- 
ness, every positive institution of the Law. 

Having thus cleared the way, let us enquire 
whether it is probable that Zacchcus was so repro- 
bate ae he has been supposed to have been. J 
wrjte with great diffidence, because I know that 
some high authorities, even in our own Church, are 
against my interpreta,tion of parts of this history. 

His running with the multitude to see Jesus, is 
represented as an idle curiosity. 1 nm disposed to 
think that there was some piety in his ardor to 
behold (i^n'ru UiTo) tlic man whose life and doc- 
trines he admired, to see (tic io'ti,) what sort of 
person he was, who so far excelled all others in 
purity, in wisdom, in benevolence : particularly 
from the readiness with which be obeyed tlie un- 
'«xpected command, and the joy with which he 
received his condescending guest. Ziriua-aj Ka.rJ5r,6i, 
was the command of our Saviour : mCtat xaTe'Sn, 

was 
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was the unhesitating reply, not indeed of his lips, 
but, before his lips could utter his joy, of his readj 
obedience. 

K«i u»(Ji|«»o auTflK X'*'f*"' °*^^ '*^ received 
joi(full^, not merely joyfully, in a joyful manner, but 
rejoicing, with settled joy of heart. 

It is perhaps some indication of the gYtodness of 
his general conduct, that he obeyed without delay, 
and that he received his Holy Visitor rejoicing. 
Surely there was peace in that conscience which 
shrunk not from the scrutiny of Him, who had 
shewn on so many occasions that he knew the 
hearts of men. The Jews were, as usual, offended 
with our Saviour, and, as usual, without a cause, 
for going to he a guest witli a man who was a rA 
puted sinner. ('AfiapTwAw, the word oftentimes s^ 
nifics a reputed sinner, an Heathen, or one, wl 
though of the seed of Abraham, was cast out, 
account of his profession, from the commonweali 
of Israel. See Galat. xii. 15. Romans vi. 17.) If 
there was no spurious humility in the omission of 
Zaccheus to state before the Searcher of all Hearts 
his utter unworthiness of the honour proposed to 
him, I trust there will be found no pride or vain 
boasting in what he did slate in the hearit^ of the 
multitude, who were murmuring, at Christ's selec- 
tion of a publican for this honour; Zaccheus, 
vindicate his visftor from the reproach, by shewil 
that he practised the virtues which Jesus had bi 
preaching, ventures to mention to what e.\tent 
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WM wont to carry his charily and his sense of jus- 
lice. By some commentators, (and I own by some 
who were deeply learned in the original languages 
of the Scripture, which are the only foundation of 
true Biblical criticism, and I cannot name one of 
higher authority than the late Primate Newcome, 
who states it to be the acceptation of Grotius and 
other good critics) it has been supposed that Zac- 
cbeus used the present tense with the signiticalion 
of the future, and that in this address he was rather 
■tating his resolution for the time to come, than giv- 
ing an account of his uiual practice. But why 
should we suppose an exception to a general rule, 
where the natural and obvious sense of the word is 
consonant with the context and with reason ? why 
go beyond the ordinary interpretation of a word, 
when the ordinary interpretation is as suitable, or 
even more suitable to the subject. AVhere too, a 
principle of doctrine may be aflccled by the arbi- 
trary change, it becomes us to be doubly on our 
guard against any unnecessary indulgence of the 
imagination in the interpretation of Scripture. 

'litv T« n'^iVn »»» u*«f;^»»TM» ftsv, Ku'fii, Ji'^wjut r»~( 
9nx»'(' *** >' ^**'( f* itvxtfxniiva, dwtStluiAi rtrf»- 

The verbs are in the present tense, and I con- 
kCClude that they are used in the sense of the indefi- 
: present, denoting tiiat which is ever present, 
■ usually present, that which indiciitos the con- 
'f itant, or al least, genera! habit. I do give, not n(pw 

for 
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for the first lime; not no,>v without an intention ( 
doing it again, but uniformly, whenever the occall 
sion is presented to me ; exactly as in the forcgoitu 
parable of the Pharisee and Publican, Nnr fu», I &l^l 

1 UBually last, and A-KoSiAarH, I pay tithes, I habitiif.f 
ally and regularly pay tithes, In this interpretltl^l 
tion 1 am moreover rather fortified than discourag 
by the very instances which Dr. Newome has pili 
duced of present tenses used ia other parts of lU) 
New Testament in a future sense. Fur there ^ 
not one of them wliicli bears sUSct annlt^ to tl| 
case before us. There is not one of them in whtcil 

a present meaning could be given (o them n'ilIio4J 
manifest violation of the sense of the passage, Tfaj 
all contain some antecedent circunislance wlttd 
must be eflected, or some limitation of time whi(^ 
must have elapsed, before the action said by a figm 
of speech to be present, will actually be so: Se| 
Matth. iii, 10: xxiii. 38: xxiv, 40; xxvi. 3— 18 
xxvii. 63. Mark x. 38 : xi. 23. 24. Luke v. 36^ 
xxii. 19, 20. John xiv. 3 : xxi. 33. 1 Cor. xv.a 

2 Pet. iii. 13. 
Tun uirtifx^irTut i*eu, not snbHlance or real fixed 

property, but income, professional profits; It ia 
my practice to giveaway to the poor half of my 
gains in this profession, which is so oflensivc fo the 
people. Is this to deserve their reproach ? And if 
1 have at any time happened to overcharge any pd 
son in fhe duties payable lo government, or if r 
mistake 1 have given wrong information Ofsiust a 




159 

person in that matter, I restore him fourfold I ^rve 
bim voluntartty for this unintentional wrong, as 
large a compensation as tlie law exacts from the 
convicted perpetrator of an intended fraad or rob- 
bery. 

. It is not indeed, easy to fix the precise impart of 
the metaphorical term 'Esvit«j>AtrMa, which had its 
origin ia the early times of the Grecian history, as 
a term of popular reproach, applied to Uiose who 
for gain or favour informed against the breakers of 
a dormant statute. A duty was imposed in Athens 
OD the ejq)ortation of figs, chiefly with the view of 
restraining its excess. It happened sometimes tint 
they were so plentiful that exportation might be 
allowed without any detriment to the inhabitants of 
1 Attica. However unnecessary it might be in such 
seasons to inflict the penalties of tlie law, yet, as it 
was unrepealed, the violatoi-s were siibjecled to 
puni&timent upon conviction. Infurniers, who at 
, luch times accused the exporters, more for Ibcir 
own profit, or from a spirit uf oppression, than for 
the public good, were called sycophants. The word 
is seldom used in Scripture : it occurs, chiefly in 
iorae of its derivatives, only seven or eight tinie« in 
the Septuagint Translation, where it ans^vers to an 
Hebrew word, signifying oppression. It occurs 
also again in St. Luke (ill 14,] addressed to soldiers, 
_l fe .vhere it is translated, accuse 7wt any fak^ij. In 
. w this case luay it not be interpreted. If under misin- 
iitrmation 1 have charged any man with more cus- 

tUlll 




torn than lie ought to have paid ? This opinion it 
rendered moi-e probable by the actual eituation of 
Zacciieus, who was chief among the publicans ; of 
course not himself, as St. Matthew was, a collector 
of the customs, but a superintcndant of the collectors. 

The conscious sense Zaccheus had of his justice 
is shewn ui this, that after giving half his profits in 
charity, he was always ready to compensate every 
occasional wrong by restoring fourfold. It is evi' 
dent that he could not often have committed this 
wrong even through mistake. 

E'tj ii »p»f «ilTi» 'O Invuf en vif*if»ii vurtifix tJ 
«i»u TCUTf iysttrt' xdtfie'ri K«i auTOC vief 'ASffteif^ ivrit. 
*HxSt yif u vlit tw tii^fiiwii ^nxKvai kri vutat ra 

Here Jesus justihes his visit to Zaccheus, by an 
especial reference, 1 think, to his honciit and humane 
life. 

The Jews discarded publicans from the common' 
wealth of Israel. To publicans and to heaUiena 
they would not so much as use the common aaluta- 
tioo of " Peace be unlo you," (Harmcr iii. 271.) 
They apprehended that ^uch pei-sons were lost, - 
while ihey said wiihin themselves. We have Abra- 
kam to OUT Father, and therefore neglected to bring 
JoTth fruits worthy of repentance. (Luke iii. 8.) 
But Christ, who came to unite under one covenant 
all mankind, came this day to offer salvation to this 
outcast and his family. There is neither Jew ttor 
Greek, there i« neither bond nor free, there is , 
neither J 
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neither male nor female : for ye are ait one in 
Christ Jesus, ^nd if ye be Christ's, then ye are 
Abraham's seed, and kcirs according to promise. 
(Galat iii. 28, 29.) Thougli Zaccheus, a Jew 
by birtli, liad, on account of bis office, been cast 
ont of the synag-ogue, his conduct proved him 
nevertheless to be a true son of Abraham. And 
Redeemer was come to seek and to save to 
ttXxxit the lost sheep. See Luke xv. where, on 
lany Publicans coming to hear Jesus, and on the 
UPharisees and Scribes murmuring at his receiving 
E^nd eating with them, Chri<it spake three several 
parables on the lost Sheep, the lost piece of Silver, 
and the lost Prodigal : all calculated to foreshow 
the admission of the Gentiles into lite Christian 
Covenant. It \vas not yel lime for our Saviour to 
speak out more opeiilv, lest he might premalurcly 
provoke the jealous and vindictive rage of the 
Jewish people : but, in saying so much, he appears 
to have had the ulterior design of preparing their 
bigotted minds for the promised extension of the 
terms of salvation, not only to tlie lost sheep of the 
M house of Israel, but to the idolatious heathen, to 
the whole race of mankind. 

If I have succeeded in shewing tiiat Matlhew 
and Zaccheus were not unprepared, Iheone for the 
visit of our Saviour, the other for the high dignity 
of being called to be an Apostle, I may readily 
allow that the woman of Samaria was indeed un- 
prepared, if the general opinion of her be correct ; 
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as unprepared as the moat zealous asserlor of sud-r 
den and compelling grace cnuld, for the sake of' 
bis argument, wish her to be considered. Atthft' 
very time she met our Saviour at the well, she was *>| 
living, after having been five times married, in a 
state of actual adultery. And the favourers of 
this doctrine are at liberty (o suppose that she had 
been repudiated by her five husbands for the 8amer< 
crime— a fine subject, no doubL 

But where shall we find the evidence of het- 
conversion ? Let us examine the history. On hll 
way to Galilee, {See John iv. 3.) where Jesus wat 
going to commence his Ministry, he arrived wearied 
and thirsty at Jacob's Well, in the neighbourhood of 
Sychar, in Samaria. While his Di<:ciples went intO' 
the city to buy provisions, he sat down on the edj 
of the Well, whither a woman soon anemardt; 
came to draw water. Our Saviour's object in con- 
versing with her appears to have been simply, that 
he might reveal liimself as the Messiah, of whose 
coming the Samaritans ciilertuined a clearer coni> 
ccption, than their neighbours in Judea — for when,' 
on the woman's report, the inhabitants of the city 
were crouding to see him, while they were yet at 
some distance, he noticed to his Disciples their 
coming as the early effect of this revelation of 
himself, as the immediate harvest from the seed he 
had just sown. Had his sole purpose been to 
convert this woman by sudden and irresistible 
Grace from the evil of her way, as some commen- 
tators 
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talors take for granted, he surely would not liare 
observed to the Disciples on the attainment of his 
purpose, without shewing them that the conver- 
sion had taken place. Hud it been to convert the 
Sycharitcs, he would have waited till they had tesr 
tified their intire faith. His object was complete in 
exciting their minds to a consideration of the sub- 
ject, leaving it to their own judgments to form the 
proper conclusion ; and it is remarkable that the 
Samaritans were among the earliest Converts to 
Christianity. But to return to his first address to 
the woman. Our Saviour's thirst, the state of th^ 
welt, her toilsome olHce in having to come so far to 
draw w&ter, all suggested to him the comparison 
which he made of the influence of the Holy Spirit 
with the living water ^\hitU was to quench all 
(hirst for ever. He made it, however to an un- 
awakencd apprehension. Wlien afterwards she 
perceived, from his knowledge of her course of 
life, that lie was a Prophet, she only asked his 
opinion on the point controverted between the 
Jews and the Samaritans, as to the place where 
the ordinances of worship were to be performed. 
From this question. He took occasion to prepare 
her mind to expect the establishment of a higher 
religion than that of eilher Samaritans or Jews, a 
religion of the heart and life. But when lie dis* 
covered himself to be the Messiah who was then 
expected, we do not find that she shewed her belief 
by one word of adoration — tltat she cither asked 
H 2 forgivciiesB 



forgiveness of tlie sins iie had jusl noticed to her, 
or even acknowledged herself a sinner: but went 
her way in haste into the city to communicate to 
her townsmen the tidings of her liaving seen him 
whom she supposed to be the Christ, without one 
recorded expression of her joy. Come see a man 
which told me alt that ever I did ; is not this the 
Christ? She does not appear to have even be- 
lieved our Saviour, on his own declaration, that he 
■was the Messiah, but from the knowledg'C which 
he had shewn of the past events of her life. She 
could not so soon have forgotten what Christ had 
told her, that if she had known who it vias that 
spake to her, she would have asked of him, and 
that he would have given her living water, the 
Holy Spirit, tlie gift of God unto eienial life ; yet 
even after the full revelation of himself, it does 
lint appear iliat she expressed any solicitude for so 
inosliniable a gift. \Vhat can wc infer but that, 
though she begun to beheve him to be the Messiali, 
she knew liim not as her Saviour; that she ex- 
pected him as a Divine Teacher to instruct man- 
kind, to tell us all things, not as God to convert 
the sinner's heart, and to forgive his sins. She 
knew him not to be greater than their father 
Jacob tchich gave them the Hell. She adverted 
tiot to the Spiritual Hock of ichich all her fathers 
had drank the same spiritual di ink ; ( 1 Cor. x. 4.) 
She suspected not that the time so long ag-o fore- 
told by Isaiah had now arrived, when ail mankind, 
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h&th in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in 
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the 
Earth, (Acts i. 8.) were invited to draw watet 
out of the Wells of Salvation. Isaiah xiL3« 

I cannot pass on to any other subject without 
noticing; the impropriety of which some Sectarian 
Editors of Family Bibles are guilty^ in altering the 
Summaries prefixed to the chapters and columns of 
our Received Version^ so as to suit their own pe- 
culiar notions of the sense of Scripture^ especially 
as the alterations are made without notice to the 
illiterate poor^ who purchase their weekly numbers. 
In our Received Version^ the story of Zaccheus is 
introduced to the Reader's attention by this simple 
summary — The Publican Zaccheus — and, Christ 
visiteth Zaccheus— smd that of the woman of Sar 
maria, by this title, Christ talketh with a Woman 
of Samaria. In some of the Bibles to which 1 am 
alluding^ the summaries are — The Conversion of 
Zaccheus, wnd, Christ talketh with a Samaritan 
Harlot and converts her. A new Family Bible 
is issuing in weekly numbers from the press, en- 
titled^ The Evangelical Bible, as if the Evangelists 
themselves could not be accouated evangelical, 
unless dressed in the notes of an Evangelical 

Editor*J 

It 



* I would beg the Editors to accept a Motto from St. Au- 
gostiiie^ and to Engli^li it for t]^ edification of .their readers^ 

^ Cavet^ 



It is much to be lamented (hat the Rfgulap 
Clcrf^y have seldoiji found time to publish edition! i 
of the Bible with Notes^ in numberSj to suit the ] 
convenience of the poor. The practical duties tff I 
the Gospel may certainly be learnt without the J 
aid of comment. But it is to be considered that] 
many find a sweet repose from their labours of the I 
day^ and a solace amidst their distresses, in the I 
daily and diligent perusal of the sacred Volume, j 
who are not qualified by education to understani) j 
its less ohviou!) truths, or to taste all its mora|l 
beautiea. It should be considered, thai the Biblel 
contains history which needs elucidation, prophecyj 
which demands and amply repays minute and criti- 
cal investigation; and a mass of precepts whicbjl 
though they harmonize in their general result, yet, I 
separately viewed, may sometimes create confusioi|| 
in the unlearned reader : that (he different portion* J 
of Holy Writ, having been delivered at various j 
times, in no regular system, as occasion prompted] 
or demanded, to individuals and to nations, under! 
diversities of situation, temperament, laws, an^'j 
customs, in different languages, under circumstan^l 
ees ever varying, must require more learning than f 



" Cavete, dilccti^$imi, ne quis vos ah Eccletix CatholicK 
" Fidt ac Umtiitc seducat. Qui eiiim vo&is aliter t.vAVGLLi- 
" ZAVi^RiT, prcettrqiiam quod accfpiiiis, anathema sil." ViJe 
Auguitini Opera, v. s. p. 592. 
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the poor possess to enable (hetn to trace the bar- 
iDony which subsists between the several parts, and 
to satisfy themselves that they arc all the work and 
gift of the self-same Spirit. The desire which the 
poor have of such helps, is shewn in the pleasure 
,4bey take in the perusal of the Religious Tracts, 
.published by that venerable and most useful In- 
,^tution, the Society for Promoting; Christian 
Knowledge. Would that it were not shewn in 
their readiness to purchase the Tales of compelling 
Grace, and other reli<^'ious Romances, which are 
profusely scattered by our accusers ! 

If at any time it had been matter of doubtful 
expediency, it cannot surely be so now, when 
so many editions are put forth with notes and 
commentaries, by persons who profess not the 
doctrines of our Church, and some containing, in 
the same work, even contradictory tenets. On 
this account the public is greatly indebted to Mr. 
Hewlett for the very valuable notes and illustra- 
tions which accompany his edition of the Bible 
— and the orthodox Divine must contemplate, with 
high satisfaction, the notice which has been lately 
given, by the two examining Chaplains of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, of their intention to 
publish in weekly Numbers a new Edition of 
the Scriptures with Notes, From Dr. Mant, the 
Bampton Lecturer at Oxford, and from Mr. 
D'Oyly, the Chrietian Advocate of Cambridge, 
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their former masterly publications teach us to ex* 
pect sound Doctrine^ acute Criticism^ and luminous 
Exposition *. 



^ The Work thus seasonably undertaken has been mm 
completed, and fully justifies the public expectation. Tllo^gll 
equal to the higher task oif composition, the Editors hare 
wisely compiled their Coinmentary from the standard Works 
of our best English Divines ; and have thus opened to their 
unlearned readers the purest mines of Sacred Literature, ih- 
viting and encouraging their further search into those ei^i 
I)^ustless treasures of sound Theology*. 
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Ihat Salvation may be granted to him, without 
any endeavor on his part but to believe the 
flattering doctrine, in the last moment of life. 
P. 30. 

At the third Conference^ holden in Bristol^ in 
1746, among other questions submitted to the con- 
gregated Ministers for their gener^ and free dis- 
cussion^ was the following. '' But is Faith then 
counted to us for righteousness at whatever time 
we believe ?" The answer agreed to as the 
universal sentiment of the Conference^ and ever 
since recorded for the instruction of their preachers, 
was, ^' Yes, in whatsoever moment we believe, all 
our past sins vanish away. They are as 
though they had never been, and we stand clear 
" in the sight of God." 

See Myles's Chronol. Hist. p. 39. 

Can we be any longer surprised at the effect 
of Mr. Wesley's extemporary prayers with the 
condemned prisoner at Oxford^ in 1738, when, 
*^ after prayer, the man rose up and said, 1 am 
*< now ready to die," 

See Myles, p. 4. 
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This is indeed to offer salvation, as Mr. Whitfield 
boasted he did, upon cheaper terms than the 
Regular Clergy conceive themselves authorised 
do. For there is little difficulty and no merit in 
Faith whose reward is immediate. The penitent 
thief on the cross had not been so tutored. Had 
his impenitent reviling companion been taught this 
comfortable doclrinej can we suppose that he 
not also have believed. 



he 
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But let the Founders of this Sect speak 
themselves. 

" Monday I began preaching this new dot 
" trine, though mt/ soul started back from 
" iDork." (Alas \ alas ! why were his inward feel- 
ings in this instance unheeded? Why this solemn 
admonition of his conscience disregarded !) " The 
" first person to whom i offered Salvation bif 
" Faith alone, was a prisoner under sentence of 
" death — his name was Clifford. Peter Bohler 
" (the Moravian) had many times desired me to 
" speak to him before, hut / could not prevail on 
" myself so to do, being still, as 1 had been many 
" years, a zealou^ asserter of the impossibility of a 
" death-bed repentance." . 

J. W. 1738. Works, vol. xvi. p. 263. \ 

" The next day I went to the condemned felon.^ 
" in Newgate, and offered them free salvation." 
J. W. 1739. Works, vyi. xxvii. p. 19, 
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How awftil a lesson does this confession read to 
tis of the infirmity of the human heart ! of the in« 
sufficiency of conscience, which is exposed to be 
warped by so many considerations from the right 
sense of duty ! of the natural disposition of the 
mind to fly from one extreme of error to anothelr ! 
Who is it that, invading the Prerogative of 
Heaven^ *' hath asserted, zealously and for many 
^' years, that a death-bed repentance is impos<> 
** sible f" the very man who now offers salvation, 
*' free Salvation." " Salvation by Faith alone/' to 
the dying malefactor ! 

'^ The expiring criminal in heaven^ will say, 
^' God wrought it in me just as I was turned off/* 

G. W. 18 Sermons, p. 244. 

** BelieftnsareB his Glory in the skiei ; 
*^ E'en m the Doose he catches at the prise : 
*' On Christ the frantic Villain lays hold fast^ 
<< And in the arms of Jesus breathes his last*' 

Perfection : a Poem* 

I fbar that this dangerous doctrine is not yet 
abandoned. Within the last few years^ which 
have been marked by the most atrocious yet con- 
fessedly unpremeditated Murders^ how frequently 
have we heard that the " unfortunate/' the " inte- 
'' teresting" Criminal departed with composure^ 
*' strong in the Faith, and assured of having made 
^ his Peace with God.-' God grant that he may 

have 
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have made his peace ! But may he not have been' 
deluded ? May he not have too implicitly accepli 
the salvation offered by his Spiritual Guide uponrl 
terms not warranted by tlie Gospel ? And if de^i 
luded, on such a subject, at such a period, ^vc dai 
not, even in imagination, contemplale him rushinj 
with blood-stained hands and delirious joy into tl 
presence of his offended Maker, the common Pa- 
rent of the murdered and the murderer ! 

** Let them come ever so lale, ever so guilty, 
" the arms of his mercy are open to receive them. 
" If you see nothing but sin in yourselves, yet 
" go to Him, His blood cicansctli from all sin. 
" Implore his mercy, and see whether he will cast 
" you out. Be not discouraged by looking into 
" yourselves ; you may be detbrmcd enough, but 
*' remember that be is altogether lovely : and by 
" Faith you will know that his loveliness is your's, 
" He will wash you clean from every stain of siu 
" in Ilia most precious blood, and will present yoi 
" before his Father in spotless purity. Be ye evci 
" so defded with uncleanness ; have lust, drunkcn- 
" ness, or gluttony, polluted the body, or the fove 
" of the world, or of the tilings of the world, still 
" more polluted the soul ; yet the fountain is 
*' open — go, wash and be clean." 

Roinaine. Serm. 7. on Solomon's Song'. 
Text, Yea, he is aliogetker lovely. 

Were not then the foolish virgins " too late ?" 

Were not those persons " too guilty," who, when 

presuming 
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presuming upon our Saviour's having eaten and 
drunken with them upon earth, they cried> Lord^ 
Lord, open unto us^ received their Lord's refusal — 
I tell you, I know you not whence ye are ; depart 
from me, all ye workers of iniquity ? Luke xiii. 
27. Will there not be a time when the workers 
of iniquity will in vain implore to be '* washed 
*^ dean from every stain of sin in Christ's most 
*' precious blood ?" — when the dreadful sentence 
will have passed^ He that is unjust, let him he 
unjust still ; and he which is filthy, let him he 
fiUhy stiU — behold I come quickly ; and my re^ 
ward is with me, to give every man according as 

9IS WORKS SHALL BE? RcVCl. XXli. 1 1. 
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They hold not out n^ctent mcitemenH to an an^ 
xious, watchful perseverance in virtue. P. 32. 

It 18 a subject of melancholy regret, that thiei 
originators of these new doctrines disregarded the 
early warnings which they received of their ten* 
dency. JB^ their fruits, says our Saviour^ ye shall 
know them — and St Paul observes, I%e fruit of 
the Spirit is love^ joy, peace, long-suffering, getl- 
tleness, goodness, faith^ meekness, temperance* 
Galat V. 22, 23. . 



Love ! Faith ! Meekness ! 
" Many of our brethrei;i had no ears to hear, 
having disputed away both their faith and Iove»'' 

J. W. 4 Jour. p. 62. 
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Peace ! Long-suffering ! Gentleness ! 
^' Endless strife and confusion, separations, back- 
*^ bitings, evil-speaking, mutual charges of teach- 
'' ing felse doctrines, supplanting, scoffing at ihe 
" two Wesl^s* preaching/* 

J. W. 4 Jour. p. 74* 



Goodness ! Temperance ! 
I was with one who told me, th 



'' I was with one who told me, that God had 

told 
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^ told her not to partake of the Lord's Supper any 
'' morCi since she fed upon Christ continually/' 

J. W. 4 Jour, p- 80. 

^ A general temptation pretailing to leare off 
'^ good works in order to increase their fiuth.'' 

*' To cry out, * No works !' * no law !' ' no 
^ ' commandments !' '' 

'' To throw away the Bible, and say I will never 
•* read or pray more/* 

J. W. 4 Journal. 

To the many extracts already inserted in other 
notes, corroborative of the position which I have, 
with reluctance, and, I trust, with caution, ad« 
vanced as above, I am tempted to add a few more 
from each of the principal writers of the sect. 

Mr. Wesley mentions, in his fourih Journal, 
the state of those '' who have forgiveness of sins, 
*^ but not a clean heart, even a heart desperately 
'' wicked," and afterwards asserts, '' Uiat they yet 
" need not doubt or fear." 

Mr. Whitfield says, " We must not expect to be 
saved, or any way recommend ourselves to God 
by any or all the works of righteousness which 
*< we have done, or shall or can do/' 

G. W. Works, vol. iv. 

'' Christ 
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^ Christ maketh choice oiP you^ not because of 
your holiness, nor of your beauty, nor of your 
being qualified for them : no, the Lord Jesus 
puts those qualifications upon you, as may make 
you meet for bis embrace/^ 

a Whitfield's Sermon on '' Christ the best 
" Husband/' Works, Yol. y. p. 66. 



^' He (the Sariour) requires no condition of you, 
*' wants no qualification in you. Take what he 
'^ offers. Receive it and it is yours. All is by 

fr^e gift. Christ himself is a gift, and so is 

grace, righteousness, holiness and heaven. ■ ■ 
'' If thou hadst all the sins of earth and hell upon 
^^ thy guilty soul, yet it is written. He that he- 
*^ lieveth shall he justified from all things." 

Romaine*s Probatpnary Sermon in St. 
- . ' Anne's Church, Blackfriars, of which he 

jf,!^ was afterwards appointed Lecturer. 
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I must take leave to complete Mr. Romaine's 
quotation from Acts xiii. 39. And by Rim all that 
believe are justified from all things, from which 
ye could not be justified by the law of Moses. 
Not justified from all things indefinitely, as the 
quotation of half the sentence intimates, but from 
all those things from which the Mosaic Law could 
not justify you. The law of Moses provided no 
means of acquittal or justification from past trans* 
gressions. Under the Gospel, those means are 

provided 
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provided in the sacrifice of Christ, through failtt 
and repentance, as it is clearly expressed in the 
Sd part of the 2nd Homily. B^ Ute law all men 
are condemned ; whereupon it followeth. neces- 
sarilif, that some other thing should be required 
for our salvation, than the taw : and that i$ a 
true and licehf faith in Christ bringing forth 

GOOD WORKS, AND A LIFE ACCORDING TO Goil'S CoM' 
MANDMENTS. 

The Homilies are surely the old Landmarks; 
they contain the fundamental Doctrines of the 
Reformation, which Mr. Romainc (see p. 56 
above) calls upon Uie Clergy to hold forth to their 
People. Mark then his consistency in the follow- 
ing quotation. 

" Thou art to bring nothing to recommend thee, 
** but that thou art a sensible sinner, and thy right 
" and title to a finished salvation is clear from tlie 
" wai-raiit of God's word, wlicii thou believest with 
" thy heart in the righteousness of Christ." — 
" Why dost thou lean to works since salvation 
" is by faith f Why dost thou disquiet thyself 
" about attaining the righteousness of the law, 
" and thereby suHer the law to disturb the peace 
" of thy conscience ?' 
■*''*<•'■ ' Uomuine, Life of Faith, p. 49. 

The Articles of the Church of England, sub- 
scribed by Mr. Uoniaine, as well as by every other 
Clergyman of the Kstablishmcot, are as surely 
.luii-... d N the 
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the old Landmarks; they contain as iutely, the 
fimdamtfUal Doctrines of the Reformation. Does 
Mr. R. "- hold them forth to his People ?*' Fallen 
AJan, says our 9th Article^ is of hds oum nature 
inclined to Evil. . " Fallen Man/' says Mr. Ro«. 
inaine, ** has no Free Will but to Sin." 

See his 2d SerroOn on Solomon's Song. 
» 

" The believer finds that he was departing 
*' froip the simplicity of the Gospel, by supposing 
that the love of God followed merit ; and that 
he should be loved more according as his walK 
<^ recommended him." 

Romaine, Walk of Faith, p. 267. 

' '^ Mercy and misery are related as sin and sal* 

V vation," — " He (God) delighteth in mercy ; and 
'-' my case required mercy. It was such as his 
*' mercy could get all the honour of relieving. 

Romanic, Walk of Faith, p. 273. 

*' And for you, brethren, partakers of the 

V heavenly calling, as you cannot but be truly 

V sensible that your first call to God was not the 
'* result of your own merit; so, I trust; you are 
''equally convinced tliat neither is your continu- 
" ance in grace the effect of your own goodness." 

Hawker on " Religion aPersonal Concern." 
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As qo merit of man^ induc€4 God to be thw 

bountiful. 



t€ 
€€ 

€€ 



179 

bottntifoI/80 no demerit prevents man frotn re- 
ceiving such clemency. These are indeed glad 
tidings of good things, and great joy to all peo* 
pie, to tell a poor sinner that no sins are too gc^at, 
no life too impure, no offences too many or too 
aggravated, to prevent the blessed influence of 
'^ Gospel mercies/' 

Hawker's ^' Prop against all Despair*'' 

'^ The debt therefore being paid, the debtor must 
be free. The surety having answered all de- 
mands, the principal is in consequence released. 
Both cannot be responsible ; for this would be 
demanding a double recompence, which is in- 
consistent with the rule of equity. And hence it 
follows by the plainest and most undeniable evr- 
" dence, that every truly awakened sinner, in whose 
'' heart the sense of sin and the dependence upon 
'' Christ for salvation, is wrought by the operation 
of the Holy Ghost, is taught not to look forward 
to the day of judgment for the hour of redemp- 
tion, as a matter then only to be obtained ; but 
to depend upon it as being already accomplished; 
and to expect the Lord Jesus in that day, in hist 
coming, as his Saviour *." 

Hawker's Serm. on *^ Coming of Christ." 
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* Why should Christians not be reminded that their Saviour 
has been their Lawgiverf and will shortly be their Judge ! 

M 2 We 
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We 3o not say thai all tbe points of doctrine itf 
the above extracts are unsound, but that Iheir ge- 
neral tendency, so worded, and so addreseedf is to 
give a fatal security to the mind of the sinner, and 
to relax the efforts of the comparatively good Chris- 
tian. This tendency has been confessed or sus- 
pected by some of those who taught these doctrines. 
Mr. Wesley says, " that a contemplative man spoke 
" 80 incautiously to him against trusting in outward 
" works, that he discouraged him from doing them 
" at ail," (see Lavington, vol. i. p. 1 12. 12rao. ;) 
and Romaine observes, " Without it (Uie assistance 
" of Divine Wisdom) thou wilt be afraid, where no 
" fear is. Thou wilt be inclined to think this doc- 
" trine rather encouraging to sin, because it seems 
" to carnal reason to take off thy mind from wateh- 
" fulness against it, and from praying for victory 
f over it." Vol. ii. p. 108. -j 



" I had then power," observes Mr. Whitfiel^n 
" over my secret and darling Siiu. But being some 
" time after overtaken in liquor, Satan gained his 
" usua/ advantage over me : an experimental proof 
" to my poor 3oul, how that wicked one makes use 
" of men as machines, working them up to just 
" what he pleases." On which Bishop Lavington 
very justly remarks : " This is an artful way of 
*' throwing the blame upon Satan, and making Sin 
" an involuntaiy thing; when the man was led 
" BWar 
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*• away voluntarily by his own lust and intempe- 
" ranee. Ami Satan Ims reason to complain of 
L.I* injustice done to him." 

" EnthusiaBm of .Methodists," part ii. p. 38. 

In nothing, perhaps, are these doctrines more 
unfavorable to virtue, than in the language gene- 
rally adopted to evpress the nature of sin. Sin ig 
oRdn, indeed, represented in hideous colours, but 
then it is as something extrinsecal to the Believer; 
as the usurper rather than as the favored associate 
of his bosom. It is called " a temptation," " an 
" oppression," " a burthen which will by and by be 
" taken off," " the hiding of God's countenance," 
" the buffeting of the enemy," " a warfare in 
" which the exercised children of God are tried," 
" and from wliich they will ultimately come offvic- 
" torious." " And though the Sins under which 
" my soul groans," says Dr. Hawker, " follow me, 
" as the Egyptians did the Israelites to the very 
" borders of the Sea, yet I shall look back, as they 
" did, when once I have passed the Waves, and 
" set my foot on the eternal Shore, and see those 
" Enemies no more for ever." 

See Dr. Hawker's Paraclesis, Letter 4th, 
and his Sermon on tiie Believer's War- 
fare. 



Is not the effect of sudi language to lessen the 
dri;ad 
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dread of the pollutions of sin ? to weaken the whole-* 
some sentiment of its moral turpitude ? to flatter the 
sinner^ that to give way to vice is not so much hm 
guilt as his misfortune } 



This 
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0. 

-This life would cease to he a state of trial, and 

discipline^ if—^c. P. 34. 

Among those truths which are so plaiii, that it 
would be a waste of time to establish them by argu- 
ment^ I had always ranked the doctrine that this 
world is a state of trial and discipline. It would be 
difficult for any person to recollect at what time he 
began to entertain it. It seemed to be admitted by 
all. In this doctrine all the apparent anomalies iii 
the moral government of the world hav6 their ex- 
planation : all the precepts of the Gospel thefr 
direction and force. And though the tenets of Cal- 
vinism have a tendency to bring it into doubt, I 
knew not that it had been positively disavowed by 
any one, till I read the following passage in Dr^ 
Hawker's Works. 

'^ I will very readily grant that Grace is brought 
" forward into many sharp and trying dispensations 
" in the lives of the faithful — But for any one ta 
*' imagine from hence that our acceptance with 
" God depends upon the events of those exercises^ 
" would be to make the present life a life of pro^ 
'' bation and trial, as some injudicious teachers 
*' have taught their people." 

Zion's Pilgrim, p. 158. 

However 
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l.ukewarmness in our addresses to God, and tDant 
'' of zeal to urge men to their duty by the highest 
and strongest motive. P. 3b. 

How shall we meet these charges — serious beyond 
all others, if they could be substantiated against us ? 
There may be some members of our Church who can 
perform her daily Services without emotion. These 
persons the truly pious man, who is always charitable, 
will pity more than condemn. Habit fomiliari/ca 
to us the most lofty conceptions : a sense of fatigue 
will steal upon the mind when it is engaged in the 
frequent repetition of even the most animated 
strains of thanksgiving and praise. This is, indeed, 
a disadvantage inseparable from the use of a set 
form of prayer : by how many important benefits 
it is countervailed, it is superfluous at present to 
enumerate. The evil 19 not inherent in the pre- 
fcribcd Service, but in the natural infirmity of the 
Alinister, who will do well to be constantly on his 
guard against the insidious and unsuspected ap- 
■proach of occasional languor. And if he strive 
against it, let him not despond. Angels alone can 
minister around the tiirone of God with unwearied 
praises ; Sainted Spirits only are blessed with an 
ever- increasing joy in Uic repeated services of ado- 



lalion. 




But 
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Bui I believe thai this makes a very small pari of ] 
the charge : and I am not aware that in other con- [ 
^negations, in which our Liturgy is rptained, there 
is more seriousness in Prayer, or more fenor ia 
Thanksgiving. It has been observed, that there is | 
even less ; that the Liturgy is undervalued as a 
" dead letter," "a carnal ordinance/' rather tole- 
rated than admired, and gladly exchanged by itch- 
ing ears for the more novel and striking eloquence 1 
of the Sermon. If in the delivery of our Sermons J 
we concede the point of animation to our accusers; I 
1 trust that we are not generally esteemed lesa ] 
earnest, or less impressive Preachers. As anibas- J 
sadors of Christ, it is our duty to dehver, without \ 
exaggeration, llie message of our heavenly Master; I 
and to copy, us far as the infirmity of our uaturc I 
will permit us. His sole.nn sobriety of addrei 

It is the matter, however, of our discourses which I 
is most complained of. We appeal to the reason j 
when we might excite the feelings. We inculcate 
moral duties, in measure, and in detail, line upon line, 
precept upon precept, when we might at once fill ] 
Ihe souls of our hearers with that which, we are toltj, 
comprises all morality, the love of God. Establish^ 
th^y say, the love of God in tlie hearts of vour ' 
hearers, and you establish true holiness. " No true i 
" holiness can exist without the love of God for its 
" foundation." Myles, p. 40. " If the love of God 
" till the heart, there can be no sin there," Ibii 
p. 46. We take rather the converse of this pror , 
positiuo. 



position. What tliey assume as the basis whereon 
to build up the religious principle, we consider td 
constitute, more properly speakings, the glory, and 
when exemplified in the conduct, the higliest grace 
of the perfect Christian. Instead, therefore, of 
beginning our baseless fabric on uncertain feelings, 
we lay, with sober caution, the foundation of piety 
in practical duties : urging both the love and the 
fear of God, not as the whole of religion, but as 
incentives to a moral and iioly life. How indeed 
can we touch upon any of those points of doctrine 
or of duty which form the subjects of our discourses 
without inculcating the love of God ? Whether we 
take a survey of creation, and see all things formed 
by his Almighty Power, for the use, for the preser- 
vation, for the happiness of man, can we do it with- 
out enjoining the humble love of the Creator? Oc 
whether we contemplate the more stupendous work 
of Redemption, can we fail to excite the grateful 
feeling of love towards our Holy Redeemer ? What 
vice can we denounce witli effect, without shelving 
that it is hateful to that High Being whom we are 
bound to love ? What Moral Virtue can we strongly 
enforce, without impressing on the minds of our 
bearers the love of that God who has made our vir- 
tues to be our happiness here below, and our prepa- 
ration fur the endless joys of Heaven ? But we tell 
not our bearers that the love of God is the whole of 
Morality, of the new Morality of the Christian Disi 
pensation, as Roniaine iulimatcs ( Walk of . Kailh, 
p. 3iH.) 
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p. 348.) by his manner of quoting the words erf the 
Poet Young, that poet who, " all armed with pointB, 
*:' antitheses, and puns," sacrificed to his bad taste 
much of the simple beauty of poetry, and too often, 
when labouring to aggrandize conceptions, in them- 
selves sufficiently sublime, much of the sober lan- 
guage of true unaffected piety. 

" Talk they o( morals? O thou bleeding lave I 
*' Thou mnker of nrai morals to maaliindl 
" The grand morality is love of thee." 

■ The Itfre of God is certainly the sou! of religion 
here below: it is the only pari of religion wliich 
will accompany us to another world. But here it 
must be coupled with fear: there having cast out 
fear, it will be perfect. In our present state, it can 
mdnifest 'itself only in practical holiness, in obe- 
dience to the will of God. It cannot subsist in the 
soul that is polluted with crime. The heart must 
be free from all defilement of sin before it can be- 
come the temple of the living God. If we cannot 
serve God and Mammon ; let us not suppose that 
we can iove God while we cleave to the mammon 
of unrighteousness. If we cannot even be allowed 
to say' that loe know God unless we keep his com- 
mandments, (I John ii. 4.) ivc cannot be said to 
love him whom we have not seen, without an entire 
submission of our minds to hislaws. Whoso keep' 
eth his word, in him (and may we not say in bim 
only,) is the love of God perfected. (I John ii. 5.) 

In 
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Tn our attempts, therefore, to restrain tlie fligliU 
of an ung;overned imagination in pursuit of excel- 
lences, which, in our present state, are attainable 
only by the ordinary means appointed to us, we 
ought not to be accused of a wish to lower the 
nature of our religion. It is our object to make it 
truly the religion of the heart, of the soul, of the 
mind; but not of tlie fancy and of the passions; 
to make its holy fervors rational, steady, permanenL 
Well has Bishop Gibson observed, that " the aim- 
" ing at high flights in retigioUj and depreciating 
" the ordinary methods of maintaining and propa- 
" gating it, looks speciously, and will never want 
" admirers and followers. But surely an endea- 
" vour to raise religion to greater heights, and 
" greater abstraction from common life, than Christ 
" and liis Apostles made and designed it, is attended 
" with mischievous consequences ; from what prin- 
" ciple soever it proceeds, or with what degrees of 
** zeal soever it may be accompanied. Some it 
" draws from their proper business which God has 
" required Ihem to attend, and heats Ihem by de- 
" grees into a kind of religious frenzy, and seldom 
" fails to lead them into spiritual pride, and an 
" inward contempt of the generality of their fel- 
" low- christians, as of a low size in religion, com- 
" pared with themselves. And others are naturally 
" led by it to think it impossible for them to attain 
" those heights in which religion is made to consist, 
" and 
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" and to g;ive over all thougliU of being rdigioi 
.« at all" (4th Pastoral Letter.) 

A few extracts may be no unapt comment upoi 
Dr. Gibson's sound observations. 1 wish to prcrJ 
mise, that I am not about to quote the extempora^'l 
ncous effusions of an impetuous enthusiasm, but llM 
considered surely, because the published, aentimenta 
of well-educalcd and regularly ordained ClergymeniJ 
one was the founder of the Arminian Sect of Meth* 
dists, and his publications arc stilt recommended, b^ij 
successive Conferences, to the study and to the iinHJ 
tation of tlieir Preachers ; the other, 1 believe, i 
acknowledged to have been the most learned of Lba 
Sect of Calvinistic Methodists. 



" The love of God teas shed uhroad in my keart}^ 
" and a flame kindled there so violent, and yet m\ 
" ravishing, that my body was almost torn asundei 

" — [1 sweated, 1 trembled, I fainted 

" ■ ] I could call foi 

" nothing else, but ' Come Lord Jesus, com«J 
" quickly.' 1 was dissolved in love. M^ beloveSM 
" IS mine and 1 am fits : He has all charms. Iltf I 
" has ravished iny heart — He is now in his gar" 1 
" den, feeding among the lilies. — Ok ! 1 am sicft^ 
" of love. He is atlogclher lovelj/. OhuwJesoif 
" fills, Jesus extends, Jesus overwhelms the soulA 
" in which he dwells." 

J. Wesley's 3d Journal, p. 27. See Notl'ffI 
Bampton Lectures, p. 33S, in Note. 
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It ' is worthy of remark from what different 
aources, sacred and profane, the writer has in the 
foregoing extiact borrowed his impassioned phra- 
seology : and how he laboors to give utterance to 
** thoughts that breathe" in '^ words that burn/' 
We have first a quotation from St. Paul (Rom. v. 
5.) wrested from its true meaning, .(see latter part 
of Note R.) Anon^ he transfers to his sacred 
subject the love-sick lay of the Lesbian Poetess. 
Again he flies back to the Volume of Inspiration, 
for the pious breathings of the Church militant for 
the second advent of the Redeemer (Rev. xxii. 20.) 
And then he amalgamates the heterogeneous mass, 
(with what propriety I must leave it to the moral 
taste and religious feelings of the reader to decide) 
with passages of the mystic Song of Solomon. 
The profane part, which I have inclosed within 
brackets, will remind the classical scholar, who 
probably never expected to see Sappho supplying 
langua^ for the expression of holy rapture to a 
Christtah, of those melting strains^ 

Kkiy liftti *9v^ci^ X^CTOM* rpop^ il 
Tli^ccif aypu* ^Xuporipa ii iroiac 

Sappho. Etc *Ep«fA&a»* 

'^ Jesus has every thing in him that can win the 
^' heart. He has beauty to engage love ; blessings 

" to 
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** to increase love ; glories to increase love (o Hh) 
" for evermore. He is beauty without a riva 
" Whatever is charming' in an earthly object, m 
" but a ray from Him, and should lead to Him 
" It is but a beam to point out the matchless ^acei 
" of Immanuel. He is mine, says the believei(!fl 
" Bnd my prpperty in Him makes Him indet 
" glorious in mine eyes. Once I saw no beaul| 
•' in Him that I should desire Him, but now j 
" ia mij beloved and my friend.'* 

Romaine'g Walk of Faith, p. 313. n 

" Thou knowest what Jacob felt when he serve 
" seven years for Rachel, and (hey seemed untitl 
" him but a few days for the love he had to lierM^ 
" A Gospel Spirit docs the same to God. 
" makes loni^ service short, and hard service easy^ 
Ibid p. 361. 

" Make haste, my beloved, and take me to thy-1 
" self — let me see thee face to face, and enjoy thee, 
" thou dearest Jesus, whom my soul longeth after 
" — thou hast so endeared thyself to me, thou pre- 
" cious Immanuel, by ten thousand thousand kiod- 
" nesses, tliat I cannot be entirely satisfied, until I 
" have the full vision and enjoyment of thyself. 
" The day of our espousals has been a blessed time 
" — Oh ! for the marriage of the Lamb, when t 
" shall be presented as a chaste virgia to my bea- 
" venly Bridegroom." Ibid, p. 159. 
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'* I have set out to walk with my divine Friend 
^ and Father hoping to enjoy his loving presence 
" all the way to heaven. I would not aim at 

g;etting any new title to his love but to have new 

enjoyment'' Ibid. p. S36« 
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Having learnt my piety in a different school^ I 
was somewhat startled at this admission of the 
Pilgrim of Faith, that he would not aim at getting 
any new title to the love of God, by any endeavour 
after righteousnesss, but founds after I had travelled 
with him a few more pages^ that the very thought 
was aduUery ! ! ! 
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This infection of nature doth remain^ yea in 
them that are regenerated^ and appears in no- 
thing more than in their adulterous love to their 
own righteousness, of which they are so dotingly 
fond, that after the Holy Spirit has divorced 
'^ them from it^ and their Maker is their Husband, 
even the Lord their righteousness, yet still an 
unlawful attachment to their own righteousness 
remains/' &c. &c. Ibid. p. 407. 

Ohe ! jam satis superque ! 

Is this religion pure and undefiled ! Is this to 
toalk humbly with God ! Micah vi. 6. Is this to 
serve God acceptably with reverence and godly 
fear ! Heb. xii. 2L Be not, says Solomon^ (whose 

o worda 
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words &re thus^ in most of the foregoing qnotations 
from the Song of Songs^ penrerted from their in- 
tended purpose,) Be not rash with thy moitth j 
and let not thy heart he hasty to utter any thing 
before God : for God is in hea!ven, and thou upon 
earth. Eccles. v. 2. 

Even a wise heathen, to whom the Unity dnd 
power dnd perfections of Jehovah were never 
known, even he might have'tatight our ChristiM 
Pilgrim a more correct worship. '^ Cnltus autem 
'' Deoi^um est optimus, idemque casiissimiis, atqtte 
^' sanctis8imtis> plenfssimusque ptetaiis/ ut -eos 
*' semper purfi, integrfi, incorru^tfi et mente/'et 
[' voce veneremur." 

Cicero de Natur. Deor. lib. 2. p. 531 
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at myBlic allegory 6y wkich Solomon describes, 
in Jlorid oriental metaphors, the regard of God 
^^_to kia Church. P. 36. 

^^Hpar be it from a Minister of Religion lo deprc- 
locate any pait of Holy Wj-it. Yet hatll lliis cliarge 
been brought ag-ainst the Regular Clergy for ob-r 
jecting to the unreserved use uliich has been madQ 
of the phraseology of the Song of Solomon. All 
Scripture is given bj/ inspiration of God : but it is 
evident to the most superficial reader of the Bible, 
(hat some parts of Scripture are intended for par-? 
licular, some for general application ; and tliat we 
are liable to great error whenever we presume to 
wrest any portion of Iluly \Vril lo a purpose to 
ivhich it was not originally appropriated. The 
Song of Solomon stands by itself in the Sacred 
Volume, neither borrowing nor reUccting light 
upon any otticr part. It neither belongs to the 
Mosaic Law, nor makes part of the Jewish History; 
it is little connected with Prophecy, and still less 
with the Doctrinal parts of religion. All commen- 
tators are agreed in its being a mystic allegory, 
calculated for the consolation of the Israelites under 
captivity, and suited to their spiritual meditation, 
n'bea dismayed by the evils which were predicted 
oS as 



as about to ensue (o their Church. To this par- 
pose it lias ever been ronsidrred as sacredly and 
exclusively devoted. " The Jews apprehending 
*' that it might be understood grossly, foibade the 
" reading of it to tbeir scholars before the age of 
" thirty." (See Calmel's Dictionary, in voce 
" Canticles.") Or, as Dr. Gray has well expressed 
the idcaj " They prudently forbade tlicir children to 
" read it till their judgment was matured, lest, 
" in the fervor of youth, they should give too wide 
" a scope to fancy, and iulerprct to a bad sentie 
" the spiritual ideas of Solomon." (Gray's Key 
to the Old Testament.) The same reslriclioiis 
prevailed in the primitive Christian Cliurch. (See 
parts of the writings of Origen, St. Jerome, and 
Theodoret, referred to by Dr. Gray. See also 
St, Jerome's interesting Advice to Leta, quoted by 
M. L'Aniy, in his Apparatus Biblicus, vol. ii. 
p. 153.) 

Nor lias our own Church appointed it to be read 
in any of her Services. And if we want any fur- 
ther exculpation for what is called our neglect of 
this sublime Poem, onr chief accuser shall be our 
apologist. It is admitted by Romalne himself, wlio 
preached cuid publis'ied twelve Sermons on Solo- 
mon's Song, full of the eastern imagery whicli 
glows throughout the original, to which, fwm his 
critical skill in the Hebrew language, he was admi- 
rably prepared to do justice, that " the cariiHl and 
" unregenerate man reads this portion of Scrip- J 
" turo J 
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** ture at the peril of his own soul/' (Romaine's 
Ist Sermon on Solomon's Song.) How fortunate 
that be was not himself likely to address, either 
from the pulpit or the press, any such carnal or 
unregenerate man ! 



God 
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God himself J who enjoined this love as the per- 
fection of religion, inspired his servant Moses 
to limit the high idea to human comprehend 
sion, &c. P. 37. 

After the extracts given in Note P. it may be 
superfluous to shew that the writers^ and those who 
maintain the same doctrine^ have misapprehended 
the true nature of the love of God, which the 
Creator has himself enjoined, when they place it 
wholly in uncertain feelings, and dissociate it from 
practical righteousness. In the hope, however, 
that there may be, even among our accusers, some 
men of more composed and regular aflections, 
whom we may convince of the impropriety of such 
wild flights of the imagination ; let us pause for a 
moment on this awful theme, and consider the 
scriptural account of the love of God. When 
God, amidst thunderings and lightning, descended 
in fire on the trembling summit of Mount Sinai, to 
deliver the Commandments to Moses ; the children 
of Israel, drawing back with dismay from the 
awful glory of the Divine Presence, expressed to 
their leader their fears-Iest they should die amidst 
these dreadful visitations. This was the answer of 
Moses — Fear not : fear not instant death from 

these 
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tties^ overpowering horrors— /or God is come to 
prove you, and that his fear may be before your 
faces^ that ye sin not : — This manifestation of 
Almighty power is not designed for your destruc- 
tion^ but to establish the habitual fear of God 
before your faces^ that ye may dread to provoke 
bb wrath by your Idolatries. Exod. xx. 20*. In 
Peiiteronomy we read that the Almighty accepted 
thia homage of their fear. Moses^ after recapitu* 
lating the Commandments^ and the circumstances 
attiending their promulgation^ records this as the 
reply of God, on the alarm of the Israelites. jF 
have heard the voice of the words of this people 
which they have spoken unto thee : they have well 
said all that they have spoken. O that there were 
suck an heart in them, that they would fear me 



* Id the Hebrew language the same root KT signified 8ud« 

den terror, or alarm ; and habitual fear, or reverence — as 
the same word 2nik denoted, in the infancy of human society, 

impassioned love, as well as grateful adoration. Our translators, 
following the original with perhaps too scrupulous an exact- 
ness, have introduced some little ambiguity into this passage, 
which the LXX avoided, by translating the first word with its 

negative particle prefixt ^iMTn'^M ^y * ^c"" of positive sig- 
nification — Bofjurt — be composed be of good courage — and 
the second Yni^"l^ by ^oCO'— fear of offending — reverential 

fear. 

and 
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and keep all my commands edwat/s, that it imght 1 
be well with them, and wilh their children jof%_A 
ever ! Deut. vi. 28, iiit. Moses proceeds to reMJ 
mind them of the purpose for wliich the ComAt J 
nianditieiits were given lo tht-m, and of tlie reward ' 
annexed to their obedience. That thou mightest 
fear the Lord Ihtf Gud, to kerp all his Staluteti 
and his Commandments which i command thee', I 
thou, and thy son, and thy son's son, all the dayg 
oflhy life : and that thy days may be prolongetL 1 
Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe to do it f. 
that it may be uell with thee, and that ye may | 
increase mightily, as the Lord Cod of thy father^ r 
h nth promised thee, in the land that Jioweth tcitk' \ 
milk and honey. Hear, O Israel, the Lord our. j 
God is one Lord, and thou shall love the Zorj'i 
thy God with all thine heart, and with all Myj 
soul, and icith all thy might. And then, aftef 1 
enjoining' them lo educate their ctiildreti in these] 
Commandments, to keep them always in their N 
sight, and not to suRer their promised prosperity.! 
to superinduce any forge It'uln ess or indifference'l 
towards them, he recuis to the same precept wliiclj 1 
he hud taken every opportunity to enforce, yAou' 
shall fear the Lord thy God, and serve him, and 
shall swear by His name. Ye shall not go o/ierl 
other gods, of the gods of the people which ar«1 
round about you, &c. &c. Dcut. vi. 13, &c. 

The Lord our God is one Lord — not like llw 
gods of the Canaauites, who will not be able tdi 

Bavel 
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save them from our bands. Thou shall love tho 
Lord thy God, the mighty God, whose wonders 
thou hast witnessed, whose miraculous protection 
thou art enjoying;, witii no partial worship of thine 
heart. Thy grateful love shall shew itself in the 
entire devotion of thy will, and of that strength 
which he has given thee for thy good^ and which 
he is about to direct to the ' overthrow of the 
Canaanites and their vain idols, and to the attain- 
ment for thee of the Land of Promise. Nor does 
Moses even then quit the subject without again 
enjoining them to inform iheir children, in after 
time, of the reverenlial and ohedieiUial nature of 
the love wliicli God required of Ihem. And llic 
Lord commanded us to do all these statutes, to 
fear the Lord our God for our good always that 
he might preserve us alive, as it is at this day. 
And it shall be our righteousness, if ice observe 
to do all these Commandments before the Lord 
our Cod, as he hath commanded us. (Deut. vi, 24, 
aj. See also Deut. x. 1% :iO; Deut. xi. I, 13; 
Deut. XM. 20.) 

The Old Testament, however, -at least thai part 
of It which is denominated the La^v, is not ia much 
favour with the writers to wliose improper inter- 
pretation of the doctrine of the love of God I have 
been adverting. They make unwarrantable dis- 
tinctions between the two covenants, as if they 
were really at variance. " We do not," says Ro- 
maine^ " send conviuccd sinners to the law, and 

" tell 
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" tell them, if ye vioutd enter into life, keep the 
" (ommandnienis. No, we send them to Christ, 
" berause they have broken the commanilmenta l 
" and Ihey must be pardoned, and receive justifica-* 
" lion to life from liim before they can keep any 
" one commandmeiU well-pleasing to God." 

RomainCj 3 Scrm. on Solomon's Song. 

"But did not Christ, to whom you send the con-* 
viticed sinner, declare that he was come not to 
(leslroi/, but to fulfil the law ? Matt. v. 17. Did | 
he not declare tliat not one jot or one tiftle should 
pass from the law, tilt heaven a»d earth pass ' 
away ? adding, whomever therefore shall break 
one of these least commandments, and fthaU teach 
men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom, I 
of heaven? Malt. v. 18. Did lie not, iniinediatcly 
liflcr this declaration, re-enact, and reinforce with 
new sanctions, llie commandments of the Uw ? j 
Malt V. 21. Did he not, in answer to Ihe ques* 
tion. What ^ood thing shall 1 do that I may hav6 I 
tternal lifeY answer in the very words which you f 
adopt but to discard. If thou wilt enter into life, 
keep the e&mmandments f Malth xix 17. 

And let us enquire whether the Ciospel account 
of the love of God really differs from that which 
is f^ivcn in the l^w. \Mien Ihe Pharisaic lawyer, 
wilb a view lo entangle Jesus Christ in his talk, 
tempted him by Ibe question. What is ihe first 
c07iimandmcHt of the Lavs ? our Saviour answered 



iii the words of Moses, still distingaisliing the 
nature of the love we owe to God and to our 
neighbouc. The one was to be the love or de- 
votion of the whole heart, the whole soul, the 
whole understanding ; the other of a more humble 
but of a comprehensive character. Thou shall tove 
thy neighbour as tkt/self. 

The actual love of God and of our neighbour, 
he asserted, was the perfection of the Cliristian 
character, as it had been of the Jemsh. Hereon 
depend the Law and the Prophets. These two 
comprise, in a compendious form, all tltat the 
Mosaic Law enacted, and all that the Prophets had 
taught, of the principle of man's duties. This is 
the test by which they may try all their actions. 
Was their attention to the ordinances of God 
animated by the alfections of the heart * AVas 
their love to their neighbour co-exteusive with their 

self-love ? Yet, although the Gospel was more 

especially a religion of the heart, does onr blessed 
Saviour, through the Mhole course of his ministry, 
enjoin tlie love of God as the first lesson in Re- 
ligion, as the only fruit of failh, or as the only 
powcriTul motive to obedience ? No: he sa)8 it 
cannot exist in ftie heart of the disobedient. To 
the Jews, who acknowledged him not, he says, / 
know that j/ou have not the love of God in yov, 
John V. 4. Again, He that hath my coininanil- 
menta, and heepeth them, he it is that locHh me, 
John xW. 21 ; and immediately afteiTvardg, ver. 
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22, If any man love me, he icitl keep my wordti 
Does he not, throughout the Sermon on llie Mount, j 
allure by promises of reward? promises of rewant I 
so much higher than those which were offered to j 
the Jews, as the nature of the new commandments j 
exceeded the old in dignity, extent, and usefulness, i 
For performace of temporal ordinances, — temporal 
prosperity. For humility of spirit, for love 
peace and mercy, for purity of heart, — mercji^ • 
peace, the Divine presence, the inheritance of the 1 
kingdom of heaven, as belonging to (he true chilf> J 
dren of God. Instead of preaching the love df I 
God OS the substance of religion, or, as it has beeori 
represented, as the essence of morality, does h#l 
not on a memorable occasion discountenance the! 
confidence which St. Peter, a man apparently <rfl 
enthusiastic sentiments of friendsliip and love, wul 
willing to place in this principle, by sliewing iVfm 
instability in the hour of trial ? How mildly doi 
he repress tlie eager zeal of his affectionate, butl 
misjudging disciple, by warning him of the insa£-'l 
ficiency of this feeling in the season of peril an^l 
dismay ! And after the predicted defection of thi»] 
disciple had actually taken place, after he, who but I 
a little before had boasted of a love so ardent th^ 
he would rather share his Master's death than deny 
him, had the same nigiit thrice denied him, had seevi 
him carried forth to crucifixion ; had deserted him i^J 
his last agonies ; after this remarkable example o 
the little dependence which can be placed upoi 
impassionei 
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Fitnpasstonod feeling and imaginary excellence, liow 
PBiriking an occasion does our Saviour lake just 
Vbefore iiis Ascension, most affectionately to sliew 
I" him that the best proof man can give of this ex- 
alted principle here below, is to do the will of Ood, 
■ by imitating his goodness to the race of mankind. 
'He saitk unto him the third time, Simon, gon of 
Jonas, lovest thou me f Peter teas grieved be- 
cause he said unto him the third time, Lovest 
thou me ? and he said unto him. Lord, thou 
kno-jjest all things, thou hiowest that I love 
tkee. Jesus said unto him, Feed my sheep. John 
xxi. 17. 

In conformity with this injunction, Peter did 
feed the sheep of Christ, in person, and by his 
Epistles, in Judea and throughout all Asia. What 
instance remains on record of his having taught 
that the love of God was all that was required of 
the Jewish and Gentile converts ? Is it not his 
first object to establisli their faith in Christ's re- 
surrection, and thereon to build the certainty of 
Ihcir own, to eternal happiness or eternal misery, 
not according to their professed love of God, but 
according to their works. Seeing all these things 
shall be dissolved, tehat manner of persons ought 
^€ to be in all holy conversation and godliness f 
2 PeL iii. II. 

Of the facility with which Scripture may be 

made to bend to preconceived opinions, 1 must beg 

leave to quote another example. I refer to the 

passage 
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passage from St, Paul's Epistle to Llie Romansj on 
which many writers rest altogether their confidence, 
that the love of God shed abroad in their hearts, 
(by which they appear to mean their own sense of 
their love towards God,) is the foundation of that 
hope in them which niaketb not ashamed, ^nd 
hope makelk not ashamed, because the love of God 
is shed abroad in our hearts bi/ the Holy Ghost, 
which is given to us. Rom. v. 5. 

" The force of ibis inference/" according to that 
acute critic, Mr. Locke, " seems to stand thus. The 
" hope of eternal happiness, which we glory in, 
" cannot deceive us, because the gifts of the Holy 
" Ghost bestowed upon us, assure us of the love of 
" God towards us, the Jews tbemselvea acknow- 
" ledging that the Holy Ghost is given to none 
" but those who are God's own people." " Tbe 
" Gentiles had now such ground to glory in the 
" hopes of eternal salvation." — An interpretation 
consonant to the genera] purport of the context, 
and sanctioned, as Mr. Locke observes, by tiie 8tb 
verse. God commendeth his love to us, in that 
while we toeret/et sinners, Christ died/or us. 

Dr. Hawker, in a sermon on the love of God, 
giving a different interpretation to the whole con- 
text, remarks, " How very beautiful and unanswcr- 
" ably conclusive is the reasoning of the Apostle. 
" He takes up tbe subject from the beginning, and 
" having presupposed that original quarrel which 
" sin hath made between God and bis people, to 
" have 



30T 

*' have been made up, and peace restored, he 
*' therefrom proves, that not only the distance and 
enmity between the parties are removed, but 
the greatest iavour and affection follows : and 
thus rises, by a sweet climax, step by step, until 
'^ he beholds the sinner leaping into the very bosom 
^' of God with a holy fiatmiliarity and affection." 



it 
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7b denote the worship paid by the idotatrovM 
inhabitants of Chaldaa to the sun and moon. 
P. 37. 

The original word used by Moses in his in- 
junctions to the children of Israel, and thou 
shall love the Lord thy God, roni* is derived 

from the Hebrew root inH (he loved) ; which cer- 
tainly signified love in the most comprehensive 
sense of the term. It is used in various parts 
of Scripture. But that it was not confined to 
the expression of this feeKng so as to authorize^ 
I had almost said^ the profane^ certainly the ir- 
reverent^ use made of it by some enthusiasts, 
is abundantly evident from the passage to which 
I have alluded, as shewing that the Holy Spirit 
himself employs the word in a sense which can 
have no relation whatever to human passion. 
And they (the Chaldaeans, whose invasion of 
Judea Jeremiah was prophesying,) shall spread 
them (the bones of the kings of Judah^ &c.; 
before the sun and the moon and aU the host 

of 
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of heaven whom they have loved, Qiins and tohom 
thty have served, and after whom thejf have 
vialked, and whom they have sought, and whom 
Ihty have leorshipped. Jerem. viii. 3. 

Human language does not possess "a vvord whrch 
can properly express that feeling towards God, 
which, by analogy, we call love. All language re? 
specting an invisible Being must be figurative. 
God is a Spirit, He is not an object of the human 
Bcnses. The tongue of man cannot express hia 
greatness. The mind of man has no faculty by 
which it can comprehend his glory. We cannot 
love him as we do one another ; and when we use the 
term, we can only mean that we admire his power, 
and adore his goodness. His potver we should 
eontemplate with dread, did we not see it con- 
tinually exerted for our happiness. The mixt 
emotions of awe and gratitude hence arising, lead 
us to venerate, to serve, to vvouship. Tlie fear of 
the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, the first 
lesson of religion. The love of God towards us 
iurpasseth our understanding, and xve gratefully 
acknowledge unseen, unsougtil, unnumbered mer- 
cies, and pray that by a dve sense of them, our 
hearts may become unfeignedly thanlfvl, and 
that we may shew forth his praise, not only with 
our lips, but in our lives ; not only by professing 
our love towards God, but by giving up ourselves 
to his service, and by walking before him in 
holiness and righteousness all our days, throjigh 
p Jesui 
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Je»M ChrUt our Lordf to whom with the Father 
and the Holy Ghost, be all honour and ghny, 
world without end*. * 



* The General Thanksgiving in the Book of ConmiQa 
Prayer* 



Sudden 



311 



€€ 
€€ 



T. 



Sudden or immediately perceptible Effects, &C. 

P. 40. 

In the first edition of this Sermon I had said, 
perhaps rather incautiously^ that *' we must not 
expect often to produce sudden and marked 
Effects by our Preaching.** The expression^ it 
appears, was open to misconception, as having a 
tendency rather to discourage than to aQimate 
ministerial exertions : and though 1 think that very 
few could misunderstand my meaning, 1 readily 
availed myself of the hint of an Anonymous Critic, 
to correct the term, as above, in the second Im- 
pression. Cheerless indeed would be our labours, 
if we were not sometimes blessed with a clear 
demonstration of their use. But I maintain that 
we shall be either deceived or disappointed, if we 
look for such marks^ as we are taught by the 
Founders of the Sect, (according to the instances 
of sudden conversion brought under review in 
Note K. p. 138.) to expect. I must explain myself 
with more precision : and I do not hesitate to say, 
that it was one of their original errors ; that it is 
an error, indeed, inseparable from the doctrines 
trhich they teach, and that it is the very essence of 
]()roselyti8m, to require such immediate and marked 

p 3 effects. 



effects. To this error we may ascribe the eager- 
ness of the first Preachers of Methodism to pry 
into the hearts of their disciples ; to form " Qass- 
" mecting-H to enquire into Ihe state of the Soul 
" of every Brother or Sister present ;" to institute 
*' Bands for the communication of Heart-expe- 
" riences ;" lo build up in short a system little 
less dangerous lo Truth, to liberty of Mind, and 
consequently to Virtue, than that of the auricular 
Confessions of Popery. To this error may be 
traced that aptitude to deceive Iheir teachers and 
themselves which we see with regret in some of 
the early Scctarists, and which the Teachers them- 
selves had soon to deplore. Man is not constituted 
by his Maker the Judge of the inward tlioughts of 
his Fellow- mortal. He was never appointed to 
usurp in his Brother's breast the sacred province 
of Conscience, to supersede or to weaken tlie 
natural influence of that heavenly Monitor. 

Call it not then neglect of our ministerial duty, 
if distrustful of the immediate efficacy of our 
preaching, instead of scrutinizing into the secret 
movements of the hearts of our hearers, we wait 
to observe the influence of the Gospel upon their 
conduct : and forbear (o flatter ourselves or them, 
that wild extatic impulsefi, histrionic prostrations, 
tears shed in public, and groans uttered in the 
crouded meeting, evince much progress towards 
the attainment of the ChriKtian Hpirit. The be- 
nign influence of Christianity is rather felt within 

the 
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Che conscious breast of its Disciple, than displayed 
lo the notice of the world. As the wind bloweth, 
"where it listeth, and as we cannot tell whence it 
tometh or whither it goetli, yet perceive its being; 
In its power, and ascertain its purpose in its effect : 
So is every one that is born of the Spirit. True 
Religion, in accordance with the spirit of its 
heavenly Author, who veiled his Divine Glory in a 
form of human infirmity, calls not for the admira- 
tion of mankind. The kingdom of God is within 
us. Its throne is the heart: its sceptre is a sceptre 
of righteousness. Its mild rule is seen only in the 
accomplishment of its holy purpose. It gradually 
enlightens the understanding ; it secretly regulates 
the will ; it silently sways the aflections. 

The passage which I have quoted to illustrate 
the gradual advancement of Grace in the heart, 
it is almost needless to observe, is taken from a 
beautiful Parable of our Saviour related by St. 
Mark iv. 26. So is the kingdom of God, as if a 
Man should cast Seed into the ground, and should 
sleep and rise, night and day, and the seed should 
spring and grow up, he knowetk not how. And 
can it be supposed that our Lord's own Doctrine 
" has a tendency rather to discourage than to ani- 
" mate Ministerial' Exertion?" Its object, illus- 
trated as it was by his own practice, is directly the 
reverse. While it is calculated to repress the vain 
hope of those ministers who look for premature 
manifestations of the fruit of their laboure; while 
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it teaches tliem even to mistrust the soil in which 
the seed springs up quickly, because having not 
BuSicieiU root therein, it is too apt as quickly to 
wither away ; it pi'onipts the patient huR;bandmaB 
to unremitted care, to unfatigucd exertion. The 
Parable presupposes that he has already, with re- 
peated toil and earnest solicitude, prepared the 
land. It now requires him to watcli tliis held, lest 
in an hour when he may be oti' his guard, an 
enemy may come and sow tares among tiie wheal ; 
to protect the true seed from the fowls of the air, 
from Satan and his wicked agents, wlio might I 
devour it, ere it has taken root ; to clear away the 
thorns that, springing up with it, might choke it, 
the cares, the riches, the pleasures of this life, 
which obstruct the growth of Grace, so that 
brings no fruit to perfection. And having done all J 

in his power ; then, and not till then, As the I 

husbandman wailelh for the precious fruit of th^ | 
earth, and hath long patience for it, until he re*- I 
ctivcth the eurlif and the latter rain, (James v, 7.) I 
lo trust the rest to the Providence of God, wlio h 
his own way, man knoiccth not hoio, and in liicf 
own time, mpn knoweth not when, will cause tll^ 
expected harvest lo ripen ; when Ih that sowcti 
and he thai reapeth shall rejoice together. 

Those who insinuate that we arc slolliful 
this point, may evince greater activity for a tima 
but the necessary eficct of their system is to rela: 
tlicir efforts before the fiuil is really brought Iq ^ 
perfection. 
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perfection. What more of care and culture can 
those persons want, who can answer in the affir- 
mative, and witliout an affirmative answer, they 
cannot, it appears, be admitted into Fellowship 
with this Sect, the following 

" Questions proposed to every one before he is 
" admitted among us. " (Mr. Wesley.) 

" 1. Have you the forgiveness of your Sins? 

" 3. Have you Peace with God through our 
" Lord Jesus Christ ? 

" 3. Have you the witness of God's Spirit with 
" your Spirit that you are a Child of God ? 

" 4. Is the Love of God shed abroad in your 
" Heart!' 

" 5. Has no Sin, inward or outward, dominion 
*' over you .-' 

" 6. Do you desii'e to be told of your Faults ?" 
See Nighting^e's Portraiture of Methodism. 

The minister has indeed httle to do in this case, 
Httle that can require the exercise of a watchful 
solicitude ; for even the faults must be few and 
venial of that man who has full assurance from the 
Holy Ghost that his sins are forgiven ; whose heart 
is full of the Love of God ; over whom sin has no 
more dominion ; and whose mind, even in this state 
of infirmity, enjoys that Peace of God which pass- 
eth all undersEanding. 

We on the other hand experimentally know that 
our ministerial exertions must be unceasing. If 
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In continuation of the metaplior with whidi oar 
SiiTiour, who always aought to convey instruction 
by reference to (he known laws of nature and tlie 
tnoflt familiar olijects of sense, has in tliis Parable 
eupplied us, we may apply to this higher subject 
of mental cultivation ivhat was said of the cultiva- 
tion of llie earth, we may add. 



Pater ipse colcmli 
Haud iaciletn esse vlam voluit ' . . - . ■ ■ 



— Curis acuens mortalia cortlu. 



We stop not to answer the oigeclions of those 
■who presume to arraign the wisdom of pjovidwice 
in leaving it to the free-agency of man to work 
out his own progress in knowledge and in virtue, 
with the ordinary assistances promised to his la- 
bours and to his prayers. We care not to argue 
with those Teachers, who, indulging their minds 
with fancies of superior powers in themselves, and 
of preternattiral excellences in their scholars, tike 
Cadmus, sow their dragon's teeth, ami look for an 
instantaneous crop of men in armour. U ib 
enong'h for us to know that conslant toil il in- 
quired, of those who team and of those who 
teach, by Ilini, who requirelh notlimg of his crea- 
tnres but witat is ultimately profitable to them- 
selves. It is enough for us to knew, (as those 
whose office it is to instruct the ctiildren of un- 
educated parents in Christian Knowled^ know 
cxpcriini-nlally,) 
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experimentally^ that to bring such barren wastes 
of mind into a state of culture fit for any useful 
produce^ 

Omne quotannis 
Terque quaterque solum scindenduniy glebaque versu 
iEterDlim frangeada bidendbuf. 
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Ubove alt things we must not handle the Word of , 
God deceitfully, %c. P. 42. 



Let me not be misunderstood. In bringing for- 
ward the several texts cited in Ihis paragraph, 
which naturally presented lliemsclves to mc, while 
considering the effects of different doctrines upon 
the hfe and conduct, I by no means meant to lay it 
to the charge of any particular Teachers without 
or within the pale of our Church, thai they intended 
to deceive or beguile their hearers ; that it was their 
aim to sadden or alarm the humble Christian, or to 
lull into perilous repose the neglectnrs of moi-al 
duty ; that they sought to inQame in their followers 
the too combustible spirit of religious pride ; or that ' 
they could derive any satisfaction from unsettling 
the mind of the diligent worker of righteousness, 
by representing to liim that he was denied the Spi- 
ritual Grace nhich he might not sensibly feel. 
Far be it from me that, while I attempt to repel ] 
the unjust accusations of others, I should be so for- 
getful of the Christian temper as to arraign the 
motives of our accusers. Their charges are indeed 
grievous to us, inasmuch as they extend not merely 
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to our ignorance of the precepts of the Gospel, 
but lo our dereliction of our mini»lenal duties ; their 
aspersions aie most injurious, because, in the face 
of those who look to us for instruction, the only 
alternative they allow us, is that " we are either 
" uninformed in the true grounds of the doctrine 
" which we preach, or insincere in the bchef of it." 
But grievous and injurious as the imputation is, 
reason and religion both teach us that miling is not 
to be counteracted by railing : both forbid us to at- 
tempt to overcome evil with evil. 

Yet while I disclaim the intention of casting 
refieclions on the designs of our accusers, I must be 
allowed to state it as my opinion, and to substan- 
tiate that opinion by every argument within my 
reach, that it is the natural operation and direct 
tendency of their doctrines to produce tlie cflfects 
which we have mentioned with as fatal a certainty 
as if they were really proposed. 

For, if from misunderstood passages of Scripture, 
persons arc taught ihul they can be saved without 
Obedience to the commands of our Redeemer as 
well as Faith In the power of liia Redemption, tiic 
Word of God is handled, however undesignedly, 
in such a manner as to lUccive them in a concern of 
the highest importance. 

If persons arc impressed with an idea that Divine 
Grace is exclusively imparted to any class of people 
for the Sett which they profess, and not according 
lo the humility of mind, to the honest and good 

heart. 
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heart, to ihe willing docility of the individual, (hey 
are beguiled witfi enticing words, and if eo beguiled 
as to remit in consequence their endeavours after 
practical righteousness, they will Ditimately be bc' 
guiled of their reward. God is the Father of all. 
His mercieB are over all kis works *. He did 
indeed ia old time select a peculiar people, not 
inore for his own glory than for their happiness; 
and not more for their happinese, than for the 
eveatual happiness of the whole race of mankind; 
of all who were then born, of all who shall be born 
tp the end of Uie world. And in like manner, for ' 
the Bake of all, our Saviour did cliooae certain Dis- 
ciples, to whom he manitcst^d himself for a lime in 
a peculiar manner; that when the danger of a pre- 
mature devclopemeut of tiis high mission was over, 
they might attest liis Divinity, and propagate his 
doctriuea over the known world. Jiut now that the i 
expediency of these selections has ceased, and the i 
necessity of the miracles, whereby those purposes 
were accomplished, hath been supei'seded, wears 
not at liberty to adapt to our own conceits the Ian- ' 
guage either of the Old or New Teslament, and to 
appropriate to ourselves, privileges and promises I 



• " And so it is," says Mr, WljitfielJ, " but not Ills taring 1 
" Mercy ! ! !" vol. +. p. 69, Had he forgott«n the injuncttoit | 
of St. Paul to Timothy, IVe trust in the lining God. a-ho h (A* ( 
Saviour of alt men, tpeci/iUtf of those that believe. Thae lliingt 
ammani and teach. 1 Tim. iv. 10, 11. 

which J 
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which were applicable only tu those Interpositions. 
We read therefore, with distress not unining;led 
with awe, the pretensions of those teachers, who in 
the abused name of humihty address God with the 
unasBuming question of the Disciples of Christ, 
Lord, why hast thou manifested [how is it that ihou 
wilt manifeet] thyself unto us, and not unto the 
world ? (John xiv. 22.) We teach not the people 
committed to our care, that to them exclusively is 
the Holy Spirit vouchsafed. When we find any of 
our Brethren regardless of the analogy of Scripture, 
addressing their peculiar flocks, thus, " They (the 
" operations of the Holy Ghost in the heart) come 
" by his appointment to the Soul, like letters ex- 
" pressly directed, and speak to the person to whom 
" they are addressed in a language similar to Pan) 
" at Antioch, To \ov is the word of this Salvation 
" sent." (Acts xiii. 26. See Hawker, vol. iii. p. 52) 
we feel it to be our duty, to remind those who may 
be beguiled by this misconception of the passage, 
that St. Paul meant nol this exclusively but inclu- 
sively, writing not to the Jews alone, the children 
of the stock of Abraham, but to whosoever among 
them, Gentiles as well as Jews, feared God, (some 
verse, and see v. 16, 42. &c.) and we exclaim in the 
very words which the same Apostle used to humble 
tiie excluding temper of tiie converts at Corinth ; 
What f came the word of God out from you ? or 
came it uiUoi/ou only f 1 Cur. xiv. 36. 

Again, 
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Again, when the plain and sober-minded Chris- 
tian is told that he cannot be saved, unless even 
during his pilgrimage on earth, he is conscious of 
" the overwhelming power of saving Grace work- 
" ing as irresistibly as lightning," unless he has 
" that witness of the Spirit, that assurance of Faith 
" which excludes all doubt and fear concerning hii 
" future perseverance," (J. W. quoted by Bishop 
Lavington, part ii. p. 77.) unless he feels himself 
" delivered by the Spirit of adoption sent into hia 
" heart, as sudden as lightning from Heaven, and 
" enabling him to cry, Abba, Father," (J. W. vol.* ' . 
4, p. 153.) unless he experiences " a conviction of ' 
" his personal union ^vith Christy an assurance that ', 
" Christ is formed in liis heart," (Hawker, union' 
with Christ, p. 35.) then indeed is the heart of the 
righteous made sad, whom the Lord hath not j 
Tiiade sad ; for wc find not in the whole course of * 
the Revelation of God's Word any sensible Impres- 
sion marked as the evidence of Salvation ;— but we ] 
warn our liearers in the words of our Saviour's be- 
loved Disciple, Let no man deceive you, he IkaC^ 
doelh righteousness is rightvons ; even as God i*j 
righteous : He that commilteth Sin, is of thej 
Devil. (1 John iij. 7.) 

If on the other hand the Sinner be Haltered wJthJ 
an assurance that ■' the condition of our acceptance J 
" with God is not our holiness, either of heart otJ 
" of life, but Faith alone : Faith, as conlradistin-'i 
.■ ^ " guishei 
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11 holineBSj as well as from ^ 
" works," (See Wesley in his Preface to hia 
Hymns) that he may be " as sure that his sins are 
" forgiven, as he can be of the shining of the sun," 
(J. W. 5 Journ. p. 53.) then is peace said to those 
who have no peace, who can have no peace, till 
their wickedness be repented of, and forsaken. 
Then are the hands of the wicked strengthened 
that he should not return from his wicked way, 
by promising him life, (Ezekiel xi. 22.) upon terms 
not warranted in Holy Writ. Instead of fostering 
this unhallowed confidence in the sinner, it is our 
dnty to remind him of the earnest and unflattering 
exhortation of St. James (chap. iv. 8, 9, 10.:) 
Cleanse your hands, ye sinners, and purify your 
hearts, ye double-minded. Be afflicted, and 
mourn, and weep : Let your laughter be turned 
to moui-ning, andyourjoy to heaviness. Humble 
yourselves in the sight of the Lard, and he shall 
lift you up. 

When men, however inclined to perform their 
dutiesj are taught that their own feelings are the 
infallible Criteria of their being already assured of 
Salvation, that to their feelings they may trust, as 
conveying lo them " a clear sense of Christ's par- 
" doning love, and power to sin no more,'' (J. W. 
Works, vol. 27. p. 71.) " God by his Almighty 
" operation working in their hearts a clear con- 
" viclion of their being accepted at the bar of jus- 

ttice/' (Romaine, 8th Serm. on Solomon's Song) 
and 



and when "they are thereby encouraged (o stand 
afar off from the meek, self-convicted, repentant 
sinner; tlien is Spiritual Pride cherished, to iho 
destruction of those Graces of Humility, and godly 
Reverence, which can alone prepare us for the 
kingdom of Heaven. Pride cannot enter Heaveiu 
And of all pride, lleligious pride, the pride of beioj^ 
religious, the pride of paying imperfectly a part of 
the debt which we owe to our Maker, (for to \tha.t 
more does the religion of the most holy Chriettaa 
amount?) is surely the most inexplicable anpniaJy. 
in the moral woi'ld. It is mockery and hypocriay. 
towards man ; it is prol'anenesg, it is blaspheuy. 
against God. The Son o( God exprestJy laug^ll, 
that it is not only when tlie sense of omitted duties 
and committed crimes reproaches our minds, aiid 
weighs upon the Soul ; not only when tlie turpilade 
and enormity of our sins overwhelm us wilb loath- 
ing of ourselves, and with dread of iJie Pivine ven- 
geance; that we ought to confess ourselves to be. 
unprofitable servants : but wbee the heart beals 
high with conscious virtue; nhen our Oatt^rin^ 
consciences would persuade us tliat we Itave donei 
even more tlian our duly, because we bave faste<t 
more than otliers, and have perfornted those act« uft 
justice, which others have neglected ; when, instead 
of praying for CrtBCC, we arc thanking God f»r 
having already bestowed upon us greater laeasxxen 

of Grace than upon oliiers;. it is then, tliat 

being;Justi£e4, if Pur <aw9 «spficek,. we manual ht 
^4 Juslifieci 
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JTtsfified before did.— It is tbcn timt we are in- 
stmcted, that the ]3ure8t worship is, to smite upon 
our breast, and exclaim in deep liuisiUly, God be 
merciful to me a sinner. 

And Itistly, if at any time we ceaae to urge our 

hearers to continue sledfast and unmoveabte in the 

course of active and of suffering virtue; if we tell 

I them that they have done cnougli, for that they are 

already " accepted at the bar of God's Justice ;" if 

I we teach even the best man wliom we may see 

I earnestly persevering in the career of moral and 

religious duty, that the complacence of Soul, which 

by the bountiful ordinance of our Heavenly Fatlier 

I accompanies all virtuous exertion, and every exer- 
cise of true piety, is " the Seal of the Spirit in tlhf. 
" heart, confirming his rig'lit and title to final Sal/- 
" vation ;" and that having this inward conscious- 
ness of " present Grace," he cannot ultimately "for- 
feit " his inheritance of future Glory ;" if we 

prcacli such fluttering doulrines even to the must 
pure of our fellow-creatures, we disregard the 
solemn injunction of St, Paul, who in the passage I 
have quoted, after displaying the sublime myslerieg 
of Death, tile Grave, and the Resurrection, deduces 
this argument from all that he had been perniilted 
to reveal — lliut we arc slill to be utedj'ast and un- 
movcablt, not a» at ilie end of our labour, but al- 
ways labouring, o/reays abounding in the work of 
the Jjord : and if we do not in hke manner cod> 
stuntly incite all who look to us for instruction, to 
Q proceed 



pMceed in their holy labour^ to persevere^ audio 
abound in it^ we shall incur the dreadful responsi- 
bility of rendering pven their past labour vam m 
the Lord. 
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I .Our most exteUent Liturgy, P. <$4. 

*• Ttttf is a Uieoie op whacli every true INfember of 
tbeCNrch ddighU to expatiate. But seeing, with 
some diBmay, the length to which I have ahready 
carried my Notes^ I must forhear. I will refer 
only to (hoae negative excellences of our Liturgy 
which more particularly bejong to the sulgect we 
are«di$cuQsing ; and for the sake of my argument 
on this pointy I prefer, to any observations of my 
own, the clear and unanswemble remarks of aa 
eminent Prelate : " Let our Churches'' (Mn Wil- 
berforoe* had ii> his eloquent work observed) '' no 
^* longer witness ^hat unseemly discordance, which 
'^ ha^ 4o6 much prevailed, between the Prayera 
'' Which preqede,-and the Sermon which followA'' 
PimcticpJ View^. p. 431. 

'^ « There i^ not," says Bishop Tomline, *' in any 
pari of our Common Prayer Book, a^ single 
^Jipreliaion which can be fairly interpreted as 
*^ asserting or recognizing any one of the peculiar 
ckiQtXinea of Calvin^m. Redemption is never 
deplore^ to be inr^pectively partiajt; humau 
^< jco^peratipo is a^er excluded, where l^ie influ- 
ejao0*pf:yi^ Spwitia ineivtioned* Diving Grace 
- ' i «2 'Ms 
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" is never considored as irresUlible or indefectible, 
" Good Works are iic\-er represented as unnc- 
" ccssary to Salvation : and sensible impulses of 
" the Spirit are no where acknowledged in our 
" Liturgy. The fact is, that the introduction of 
" Calvinism, or rather its prevalence in any con- 
" siderable degree, was subsequent to the begin- 
" ning of Queen Elizabeth's reign, when all our 
" public Pormulariea, our Liturgy, and our Homi- 
*' lies, were settled as they now are, with the ex- 
" ception of a few alterations and additions to the 
" Liturgy, not in the least aflecting its spirit and 
" character. Our Heformcrs followed no human 
" aulliority ; they had rernutse to the Scriptures 
" themBclvps as their sole guide." Bp. of Lincoln's 
Charge, 1803. 

It is scarcely necessary to inftirm any person into 
whose hands this Sermon may fall, that the same 
learned Divine has, in the second volume of his 
very valuable work, " The Elements of Theologv," 
given an explanation of the 39 Articles, clear, 
rational, and, if I do uol greatly err, decisive : and 
has since, in iiis " Refutation of Calvinism," abun- 
dantly proved, by a luminous arrangement of par- 
ticulars, all that in Lite above Charge lie had asserted 
respecting our Liturgy. 

For further aid in the contest which the Regular 

Clergy will probably be for sonie time enguged in, 

against those who maintain the Calvinism of our 

Articles, we may have recourse, infer alios, to 

Cnnmer, 



Cranmer, Melancthon, Latimer, Ridley, Hooper, 
Bull, Waterland, Leslie, Tucker, Nowell, Lau- 
rence, and Kipling. 

To this brilliant constellation of Anti-calvlnistic 
Writers, I wish I could be permitted to add, not on 
Account of any published work, except a Charge or 
two, the late most revered and lamented Bishop of 
London, Dr. Randolph, to whose excellent Lec- 
tures, while he Riled the chair of Regius Professor 
of Divinity at Oxford, 1 owe, and many hundreds 
owe, the establishment of our minds in the sound 
unsophisticated Doctrines of the Gospel. It is 
greatly to be hoped that, though he is himself 
removed (alas ! wiiile I have been writing these 
Notes) from a sphere of most extensive usefulness, 
his labours in the cause of genuine theology will 
not be lost altogether to the public : particularly 
those Lectures to which I have referred with feel- 
ings of grateful remembrance. In the awful 
period of the commencement of the French Revo- 
lution, when we were all perhaps too much dis- 
posed to " give our wild desires to wood« and 
" caves," and to " think that all but savages were 
'• slaves," when, on the one hand, the unsteady 
minds of the inexperienced were -dazzled by the 
meretricious glare of Infidelity, under her assumed 
titles of Keason and Freedont — when, on the other, 
humble Piety, alarmed by the licentiousness of this 
new liberty, sought an inglorious repose, amidst 
the storm, in itie gloomy recesses of Calvinism : 
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it wias at this critical epoch in our lives, that the 
Prof^sscHT applied all the powers of his mainly mind 
to keep his Scholars in the gold^U mean — (hat he 
faboiired, and^ I trust, in no cdse unsuccessfully, 
to convince us, that Religion wc^ but another natne 
for Superstition, when she disearded the humble aid* 
6i Reason ; and that Reason was a faithless Moni- 
tor, except when she placed herself under the gui- 
dance and controul of Religion. 
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Ihu8 shall fpe keep back nothing that is profitable 
to our Hearers : thus shall we declare all thp 
Counsel of God, ^c. P. 44. 

I take laive of my Fellow-Labourers in the 
Gospel^ as in the Sermon so in the Notes^ by 
recalling to their recollection the words which St. 
Paul addressed to the Asiatic Converts^ at Miletus, 
in vindication of the doctrines he had preached 
among them : (Acts- xx.) trusting that we shall 
e^'er feel ourselves warranted to use the same 
defence when we may be called upon^ in conse- 
quence of grievous charges^ to assert the purity of 
our more humble ministerial labours. At the same 
time let us not fail to remember the solemn and 
affecting charge which the Apostle then delivered 
to the Ephesian elders^ who were to see his face no 
more, when they accompanied him to the ship in 
his departure from their coast He foresaw that 
there would soon enter in among them teachers of 
unprofitable doctrines^ disturbing the peace of their 
Church. He foresaw too that preachers would 
arise within the very pale of that Church wherein 
he had himself testified, both to the Jews and 
also to the Greeks, Repentance towards God as 
well as Faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ, who 

would 
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vrould not follow the example he had set them of 
keeping back nothing that was profitable to them : 
and therefore he forewarned them^ in words which 
ought to be always engraven on our memories, and 
>rhich are now most seasonable ; (for the present 
times call for equal vigilance,) Take heed therefore 
unto yourselves, and to all the Hock, over the 
xphich the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, 
to feed the Church of God^ which He hath pur- 
chased with his oton bloody For I know that after 
tny departing shall grievous wolves enter in among 
you, not sparing the flock. Alsoy of your own- 
^Ives shall many arise speaking perverse things 
(turrfafkiAipet, not simply perverse but perverted 
things, words wrested from their true meaning, as 
was done by Elymas the sorcerer, perverting the 
right ways of the Lord. Acts xiii. 10.) to draw 
mffoy disomies after them. Therefore WATCH \ 
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TO THE THIRD EDITION. 



JBngouraged by the quick sale of the two formtf 
Impressions to publish a Third Eklition, I have 
availed myself of this opportunity to revise audi 
enlarge the foregoing collection of Notes and 
Extracts. It has been my endeavour at the same 
time to keep the little volume within the smallest 
limit which the importance and variety of the 
subjects of discussion would allow. Few readen^ 
I am aware^ have leisure or courage to study large 
and elaborate works on points of Theological Con- 
troversy ; but most people wish probably to obtain 
some general information respecting the Religious 
Opinions of a numerous and daily increasing Sect, 
who founded their original pretensions on their 
purer conception of ^' Scriptural Holiness/' and 
who still continue to accuse the Regular Clergy of 
the Establishment of not understanding the Holy 
Book which they have undertaken to expound. 

The 



The reception which ray liumble labours Iiave 
met with is truly gratifying to me, not merely aa an 
Author, but, if I know my own heart, upon higher 
principles of feeling. It is a salisfaclion to me to 
hear that my learned Brethren, who solicited the 
publication, have found it useful as a manual, of 
small compass, and in popular language, of some 
of the principal arguments of our defence againat 
the insinuations of Sectarian Writers. May I say 
that it has given me still greater pleasure to receive 
the approbation of many Laymen, who with minds 
not absolutely alienated from the established 
Church, had begun to suspect that charges so 
boldly preferred were not altogether destitute of 
proof. 

Those among our accusers, who have established 
or who support separate places of worship, it would 
be vain to endeavour to convince. To argue with 
persons boasting of superior illumination and higher 
sources of intelligence than we, who are content to 
toil after truth in the ordinary ways and trodden 
paths of learning, can lay claim to, would indeed be 
the unavailing labour of Sisyphus, ever proceeding 
and never completed. But there is a class of men 
comprising many most respectable members of the 
rommunity, whose zeal in the holy cause of Religion; 
and whose solicitude for the fulthful discharge of 
Clerical Duties inclines them to watch over us wilh 
much jealousy, and to feel disappointment that Lhcy 
do not observe more marked and decided 
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fh>m our prefatchmgs' ihtttl by the sober eonsidein-^ 
tion of the cdristitbtion Of the huniliti heart they are 
warranted in etpecting i and a consequence of 
fSieir disappointment is^ that thdy are Mmetimes led 
to believe and to fttvonr the more confident claims 
and higher pretensions of teachers, who, on the 
same assumption of the little discernible ftliit of Oar 
preaching, have seceded from our Church : alas ! 
they too certainly, though perhaps unwittingly, 
diminish the efficieney of the labours which they 
depreciate ; they increase the evil which they la- 
tnent. 

To such persons I would be considered as having 
itiore especially wished to address the foregoing 
pages. If the Church is in danger, it is not, I con* 
ceive, from the Sectaries that her downfall is to be 
•apprehended so much as firom those who, conti* 
huing within the pale of our Churdi, favour her 
accusers within, and hold parley with her enemies 
without. While they profess to have no »ther 
view in their reproaches of our negligence, thaii 
to stimulate our zeal, are they nOt at the same time 
directing the attack and encouraging the hopes of 
our assailants ? 

It was never my design, as some persons have 
misconceived, to undertake the Advocacy of the 
whole Body of the Regular Clergy on points of 
Practice as well as of Doctrine. In the Sermon^ 
ere I thought it would ever meet the eye of the 
public, I pointedly disclaimed the office : fbr which 

indeed 



indeed I am not more unqualified than indisposed; 
Far be it from me to volunteer bo unnecessary a 
responsibility. Let each individual among us stand 
or fall by his own deeds. In matters of conduct I 
can but hope by my utmost endeavours, through 
the Grace of God, to deliver my own Soul. Yet 
even in regard (o practical duties, I may disbelieve, 
1 must disbelieve, and I claim a right of expressing 
my disbelief of the eweeping indiscriminate charges 
which are too frequently brought, and chiefly I 
suspect by the enemies of the Establishment, against 
the morality of the (Jergy, and which are too fre^^ 
quently credited by those who begrudge the ex- 
pence of an endowed Priesthood, and hate the ' 
restraints of that Gospel which it i« appointed to 
teach, and to enforce. 

On any other occasion I might deem It expedient 
to endeavour to counteract some of the evil whicll 
is done to the sacred interests of morals and religion, 
by persons Mho represent the errors, the faults, the 
vices of Individuals among us, as the errors, faults, 
and vices of the whole Order. At present I will 
only beg leave to remind our accusers, or rather 
those who, from whatever motives, listen with too 
perceptible a satisfaction to the insinuation of our 
demerits ; that the Clergy of this Kingdom, with 
comparatively few exceptions, lead in retirement 
and humility, though of like passions with their Lay 
Brethren, irreproachable and useful lives. Observed 
by the ever-waking eye of infidelity ; their every 

actioa 
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action watched with malignant scrutiny by the dis- 
solute; theip very words weighed with scrupulous 
accuracy, even in the hour of mental relaxation, 
and amid the accustomed levities of eany conversa> 
t!on ; how seldom do they afford any scandal to the 
holy character of their profession ! Putting the 
political usefulness of the Establishment entirely out 
«f the question, I would ask those who may look on 
flie invasion of our Province with indifference, what 
would be the moral effect on society throughout 
these kingdoms, were the Clerical Order such as 
it now exists abolished P What would they propose 
as a substitute ? From whence would they supply 
the place of a body of men, who neither elevated 
into undue consequence, nor degraded into insigni- 
ficance, mix with almost all the different classes of 
the community as with equals ; claiming no distinc- 
tion but tliat which belongs to the sacred nature of 
their functions ; aiming at no authority but that 
which legitimately arises from the Jnlluence of cha- 
racter ; and by their acquirements, their holy duties 
and their example, informing the ignorant, restrain- 
ing tile disorderly, and animating the virtuous and 
the devout ? 

The insidious attacks of the enemies of Uie 
Establishment have led me into an humble pane- 
gyric, which would have come with better Grace, 
but not with more Truth, from any one who might 
not be a Member of the Order which he defends : 
I beg pardon. By those whose praise I am not 
uuduiy 



unduly suliritous to obtain, I may be severely cou- 
deioncct. 1 eliall seek my consolation in the in- 
dulgence of sLcli as are willing to acknowledge 
fact* llioug'li lliey Ijq tliouglit to be uneeasonably 
introduced, and (hong'h they be brought forward 
by a natundly partial witness. But supposing 
these things to be «o ; with what pretensions did 
the Sect of our Accusers arise to disturb hy tfieir 
schism, and do they now endeavour to overthrow, 
by their accusations and arts, the Church which 
(hey professed only to reform? To refobm tub 
Church, and to spread Scriptvbal Holiness 
THROUGH THE Laiud. Ijct US repeat these watch- 
words of their desertion, and enquire whether the 
Sect owed its inaufipicioua birth to true piety, 
which consists in a meek and lowly spirit, or to 
feelings the very re\'erae of religious humility, the 
vei-y opposite to that holiness which Uie Scriptures 
every where inculcate. 

In another place I have given a short sketch of 
the rise and progress of Methodism, from its osvn 
chronological historian. (Note B, p. 59.} It may be 
useful to fill up theoutlinc with such particulars 
from the journals and other piibliratioiiH of the 
Founders of the Sect, as they have themselves been 
pleased to coiDmunicnte. May the account lend to 
disabuse soioe deluded minds, at least among the 
reasoning part of their Followei-s !' 

In the year 1799, a few young men healed by 

the histories they were reading oi Apostolical 

labouit. 
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labours, conceived that the Re^lar Clergy wero 
comparatively supine and remiss in the pnipagatiun 
of tlie Gospel. They appear not duly to have 
considered that the Gospel had overcome the op- 
position which it liad to encounter in the Brst age 
of Christianity ; that it was now patronized hy the 
State, and laug;lit through the whole kingdom 
among the rudiments of education. They repre* 
sented that " for the moralizing iniquity of the 
" priest the land mourned'," (do I understand 
them aright ? the iniquity of moralizing or preach* 
ing morality ! ! !) And they proclaimed that Ihey 
had more spiritual ideas of religion. If zeal W9s 
the parent of this conceit, the conceit itself soon 
gave birth to spiritual pride. What made them to 
diSer from their brethren ? To superior attain- 
ments in Learning they pretended not, and in feet 
they despi>;ed Learning altogether. But they saw 
in the Bible " inward and outward holiness'," 

t which Learning had not discovefed to others. 
They were illuminated therefore by Grace from 
above. They were the favorites of heaven. 
Reading the Bible with these impressions, ami 
finding tlierc righteous and sinners, elect and 
reprobate, sons of God and children of the devil ; 
they became immediately in their own eyes, " the 
" righteous," " the elect," the " sons of God ;"' 



' G. W. 3 Journ. p. 75. 



J. \V. see Mjles, A.D. J 129. 
and 
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and what else could their less zealous or less eti^ 
lightened brethren be than *' sinners," " repro- 
" bales," and "children of Ihc wicked one'." 
As they arrogated to themselves the tides, they 
appropriated idso the privileges and promises an- 
nexed to their new dignities. All Scripture was 
ransacked to supply them with terms of self-gra- 
tulation, and to mark the inferiority of the Esta- 
blished Clergy. They are " the chosen people ♦," 
the Regular Clergy, " aliens from the commoii- 
" wealth of Israel.'* They are "the Israelites" 
under Divine guidance, journeying with unerring 
progress to the land of promise ; the Clergy were 
of course " the Canaaniles" whom they were com- 
manded to fight and to subdue. They are " mes- 
" sengers sent from God'." They are " the pro- 
" phets of the Lord*." " Like Moses, Mr. Wes- 
" ley was placed at the head of a great people by 
" Him who called him ';" and Mr. Whitfield opens 
bis credentials nith the very words which God 
commanded Moses to proclaim unto the Children 
of Israel, " / ^'lAI hath sent me*." And when 



* G. W. nnd J. W. JoumsU, &c. patrim. 
* G. W. Worts vol. It. p. S27. 
* J. W. W'orki, vol. iv. p. 197- vol. xiv. p. IfiS. »(A. xxviii- 
p. 39 j, et pBtsIm. 

* J. W. Wurks, vol. xxvii. p. 73. 

' Coke's Life of Wesley, p. 5^0. 

* G. W. I Jouro. p. 57, 
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liie Clergy opposed lliese pretensions, they were 
called " rebels against Aaron's ministry'," Mr. 
Whitfield " talked with God in the garden as a 
*' man talkcth ivith his friend '"," and slates that 
" God himself suggested to him to go like Joshua 
" from city to city subduing the devoted nations 
" and dividing the land *'." At one time he com- 
pares himself to " Samuel standing before the 
*' Lord in a linen Ephod "," at another he " feeis 
" the Holy Ghost as much as Elislia did when 
" Elijah dropt his mantle." " Indeed a double 
" portion of Elijah's spirit was upon him"." lie 
bad said " it cannot be long ere the chariots of 
" Heaven will be sent for worthless me." And 
though it afterwards appeared thai he was doomed 
like other mortals to see corruptiun, his followers 
«aid on his deatli, " their Elijah (l\Ir. Whitfield) 
" has been translated to Heaven, but grey-headed 
" Elisha [iMr. Wesley) was yet aw)iilc continued 
*' upon earth'*." " God separated me," says Mr. 
Whitfield, " for the work {tlie propagation of 
" Methodism) from my mother's womb, as he did 
" to Isaiah and Jcremiali "'." "Accordingly in 
" the language used by Isaiah and Jeremiah in 
" condemning the wicked of those days, did they 
" traduce the ' Regular Clergy '*.'" The Clergy 

» Bp. LaviiigloLi, Pt. ii. p. 25. und G. \V. 3 Journ. p. 30. 
» Lavjngton, Pt. i. p. 39. " G. W. 3 Journ. p. (i9. 

" G. W. 1 Dealing, p. G8. '' G. W. 3 Journ. p. 18. 

'ricicher'8\Vki.r. u. p. 105. " G. W. I Deal. p. II. 

' "" Lavin^toii, I'rt-facc to sccoiul part, p. 9. 
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^ho attempted to reclaim tlieir flocks from Mr. 
Wesley, he accuses of having " laboured in the 
*f cause of Ml, and destroying the work of 
"God":" and Mr. Whitfield cites the Regular 
Clergy to account for Ihcir opposition to him at 
the bar of God, " at his dreadful tribunal I will 
" meet you : there Jesus Christ shall determine 
" who are the fiilse prophets, the wolves in sheep's 
" cloathin^"." 

And were no miracles wrought to attest their Mis-* 
fiion ? Were no prophecies fulfilled in this new dis- 
pensation ? — They are the Church triuni))hant pro- 
mised " to thresh the mdimtains," (Isaiah xli. 15.) 
to overcome every opposition to the progress of 
the Gospel''. And the prayer of the Church 
(Isaiah Ixiv. 1.) that God would again exert his 
Almighty Power for her deliverance, as he did of 
old ill tlie wilderness of Sinai, (Psalm Ixviii. 8.) is 
falfilled, when Mr. Whitfield preaclied, " Grod ai 
*^ it were botoetl the heavens and came thwrti 
" The tlame of love went before him. The rocks 
" were broken in pieces, and the mountains jlowed 
" down at his presence*"^." ■ , 

But this is not all. They assume not only the 
style and authority of prophets, but claim fellow- 
ship with tliat Hlyh Being to whom ail the pra- 
pkcls gave wtttic'ss. Predictions which obscurely 
adumbrated the eventual salvation of fallen man. 



" J. W. 3 Appeal, p. I'_'8. 
•» G.W. Wka. vol.iii. p. 28 



" G- W. * Jouni. p. 27. 
' Ibid. vol. xux.p. S58. 
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by the promise of a Redeemer, emerge into 
dearest light, and meet their full accoEnpliabment 
in the rise of this new, sect. They are ordained 
" (o bruise the serpent's head"." " Though Sa- 
*• tan/' says Mr. Whitjieli!, " for some weeks had 
" been biting niy heel, God was pleased to shew 
" me that 1 should bruise his head"," Tlie g-a- 
tbering of tlic nations to their true shepherd Jesus 
Christ, as foretold by Jer«miah, referred, it seems, 
whether inclusively or exclusively, to Mr. Whit- 
field, i" God was pleased," be affirms^] '.' to fullii 
" in me the promise given in JercmiaJi, (xxiii. 1.) 
" Thus aailk the Lord, 1 will gather Ike remnant 
" "/ ^"W Jloc/c out of all countriea whitli^T I kav4 
" driven than, and will bring them again io 
** their folds, and they shall be fruitful and iu- 
*'■ crease, and I ielll set shepherds ooer them^ 
'^.wbifh shall feed them, and tha/ shall fear tto 
*'i»w?'e"." If the Jewish economy was only th« 
ii)(roduction to Christianity, the Christian dtsprn- 
pation would have been incomplete^ it appears, 
■williout tlieir Mission. They have "a.newreve- 
"lation**." Their rise is "the principal event 
" preparatory to the glory of the latter days, and 
" the conversion of all nations tu the faith of 



*' J. W. 5 Journ. p, 31. " G. W. I Deating, p. M. 

" G. W. 5 Joum. p. 4.7. 
'•* ** Being urged with the command in Scripture to be gub- 
" ject to Ihe higher poirera, I* answeTeU, Yegj but 1 ftuve a 
" new revelalion." G. W. I Dealing*, p. 41. 

R 8 " Christ." 
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" Christ"." " If you had heen told," eays Mr. 
VVwIey, " that (he jealous God would soon arise ; 
** that he would pour down his Spirit from on 
" high, and renew the face of the earth, would 
" you not desire to see that day ? Behold ! the 
" day of the Lord is come. He is agaim visiting 
" and redeeming his people. At this very hour, 
" he is rolling' away our reproach **." Christ ap- 
pealed to his miracles as a certain attestation of 
Iiis being the Son of God. Mr. Wliitfield, in the 
\ery words of that appeal, asserts of his own 
works, " Js'b one could do these things except 
" God were icith him*^." Christ gave eight lo 
the blind, and raised the dead ; they make the 
spiritually blind to see, they raise the spiritually 
dead to life". " Wliat need is there of miracles, 
" such as healing sick bodies, and restoring sight 
" to blind eyes ? >Vhen we sec greater miracles 
" every day done by the power of God's Word. 
" Do not the spiritually blind now see.* Are not 
" the spiritually dead now raised, and the leprous 
" souls now cleansed, and have not the poor the 
" Gospel preached unto them ? And if ye have 
" the thing already, which such miracles were 

'' Hampiion'fi Lilt of UV'slcy, vol. IJ. p. ■t, 

''' .t. W. 1 Appeal, p. 98. V G. W. 3 Joui n. p. 38. 

" " What proof, my Loril, does [he Doctor reijuire ? 

*• Would he bavu ub raise iluad bodies .' Have we not done 

f greater tilings than theee i I speak whii all humility. Ha> 

" not God by our ministry ruised many dead suuU to a spiritua] 

»' ]ite ?" G. W. AiiBHcr lo Bishop ol Lomlon'a Pastoral Letter. 

" only 
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** only intended to introduce^ why should we tempt 
'' God in requiring further si^s ? He that hath 
*' ears to hear, let him hear ^9." 

The reader who has followed me in this epitome 
of the progress of Methodistic error^ will be pre* 
pared to learn with less surprise^ that even the 
high and solemn mysteries which attended the 
gradual developement of the Gospel dispensation^ 
are repeated in order to proclaim and witness their 
Divine appointment. Was the fashion of our 
Saviour *s countenance altered on the Mount, when 
the Celestial Voice declared his Divine Nature^ and 
his Heavenly Commission ? '^ The smiles of a 
" cherub [im] were in the countenance of Mr. 
'' Whitfield, when he preached'*;" and on another 
occasion, '^ his countenance was made to shine 
" like the unclouded sun**." Did Christ enter 
Jerusalem amid the Hosannas of the multitude? 
Mr. Whitfield said^ that he ** was constrained to 
'^ go in a coach to avoid the Hosannas of the 
'' multitude '\" In the volume of the Book it was 
written of Christ, Lo ! I come to do thy will, O 
Gody (Psalm xl. 7.) And the author of the Epis- 
tle to the Hebrews applies this prophetic annuncia* 
tion expressly to the Redeemer of Mankind ; Mr. 
Whitfield applies it to himself". Was Christ, 

*9 G. W. Wks. V. 1. p, 50. '' Bp, Lavington, Pu ii. p. 6. 

«• GUIies' Life of Whitfield, p. 301. 
'* G. W. Letter to Bp. Layington. Works, vol, iv. p. 244. 

" G. W. 3 Joum. p. 64. 

when 
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when the iniquities of ell men were laid upon him, 
agonized in the garden ; they are doomed to suffer 
the agonies of the new birth before tliey enter into 
their glory'*. In fulfilment of an ancient pro- 
phecy, our dying Redeemer towards tlie close of 
his sufferings exclaimed, / thirst. Mr. Whitfield 
labouring under severe drought conceives that it 
was suggested to hira to use the same words, and is 
instantly relieved ; and this he calls " acting faitU 
" upon a crucified Jesus bleeding for me in par- 
" ticutar"." Even the mode of our Saviour's 
Passion foretold so long before, and calculated from 
the improbability of its literal accomplishment, tp 
aSTord when so accomplished, still stronger evidence 
of that Prescience which ordained it, was appointed, 
it would appear, to foreshew the truth of the 
peculiar doctrines of the Sect. " I myself." our 
Saviour is supposed to say, " was numbered amons 
" the transgressors, and hanged upon the cross 
" between two thieves, that I might have mercy 
'■ upon penitent dying thieves '*." 

Having thus exalted their own character and 
mission, having thus brought low the high and holjj 
name of Jesus, having thus degraded his sacrec^ 
words, and parodied his awful Passion, they appear 
less scrupulous in treating Iiis person and propi- 
tiatory sacrifice with levity and irreverent fami- 
hvity. They boast that " visible representations 

!* G. W. Letter to J. W. Works. Tol. i». p. 63. 
3' G. W. 1 Dealings, p. 89. >* Fletcher"! Wka, v. i. p. 305. 
^' are 
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'^ are afforded to them of Christ nailed to his 
" cross '^/' They " see the fountain opened in 
'' hid side".'* ' They h^ar him proclaim to them- 
selves individually " the forgiveness of their sins *K" 
They feel " the blood of Christ running down 
" their amis and throats^ or poured^ like warm 
" water on their breasts and hearts ^/' ' ^' TTie 
cup of God's people quite runs over cmd miany 
are sick of love ♦*/' ' They are ^' the spouses of 
'' Christ**.** They enjoy " sweet transporting 
*^ visits of the Saviour/' and sigh for *' more ra- 
'' vishing manifestations of his presence*'." — 

n J. W. Works, vol. xxix.p. 133,.et passim. 

'* J. W. 3 Journ. p. 16, and G. W. Further Dealings, p. 22. 
^ J. W. Works, vol. xxxi. p. 146, et passim. 
' ^ Hampson's Life of Wesley, vol. ii. p. 74?. 

♦' G. W. Wks. vol. iii. p. 237. ♦* Romaine, v. i. p. 117. 

*^ Hawker's Paraclesis, p. 85. • In all my quotations I have 
confined myself as much as possible to the prominent, the 
accredited writers, and principally to the founders, of the 
sect. I wish it could be said that these extravagances were 
only the early ebullitions of a new enthusiasm ; the first burst 
of that wildfire, by il^hich Mr. Whitfield at one time happily 
characterized his zeal. But whoever is disposed to consult the 
present publications of the Sect, circulated with most perse- 
vering industry among the lower orders of mankind, and the 
useful extracts from them in Outram's Sermons, &c. in Nott'6 
and Mant s Bampton Lectures, and in the lith volume of the 
Edinburgh Review, will see with regret and indeed with horror, 
that the wild fire is not all spent : that the volcano is not yet 
extinct. Alas ! its terrific flame still rises in mad mockery to 
fieaven ; it still throws its liirid glare upon the whole habitable 
world ; and spreads over tlie fiurest of created works^ the hu- 
man soul, — alarm, and hacvoc, and desolation 1 

To 
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To what does all this profane mockery of sacred 
things tend? — To encourage the too ready scoff 
of the infidel : — To offend the humble piety of the 
sober-minded believer : — To plunge the weak into 
irremediable despair: — And to inflame tlic minds 
of the presumptuous to the utmost height of fren« 
zicd self-delusion^ subversive alike of tiieir own 
piety and peace^ and alarming to the reason, the 
good order^ and the tranquillity of mankind. 

Are we at this very hour aghast with horror at 
the gross conceits of a poor female maniac ^^ wbo^ 
(persuading herself that she was from the begin- 
ning of the world ordained to be the instrument to 
fulfil the prophecy of the redemption of fallen 
man from the power of Satan,) very lately filled 
the earth with predictions which I dare not repeat, 
with promises which I will not allow my pen to 
record ! Let us soberly reflect on the progres- 
sive nature of spiritual error^ and after having 
meditated awhile on the foregoing pages^ we shall 
have less cause to wonder that she should at length 
have worked up her mind to that extravagance 
of presumption and to those blasphemous excesses 
which the rational Christian will never cease to 
deplore. 

** Joanna Southcott. March, 1815. 

THE END. V^ ,i 
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